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PREFACE. 


HEN there are ſo many Editions of 
Aſop's Fables, it will be expected, 
that ſome Reaſons ſhould be given 

for the Appearance of a new one; 
and we ſhall be as brief on this Head, as the 


Nature of the Thing will admit. Of all the En- 


_ g/iſþ Editions, we ſhall conſider only two, as 


worthy of Notice; to wit, That of the celebrated 
Sir Reger Leſtrange, and that which appears 
under the Name of S. Croxal/, ſubſcribed to the 
Dedication. And when we have given an Ac- 
count of what each ſays for his own Performance, 
it will be our Turn to offer ſome things to the 
Reader with regard to our preſent Undertaking. 
When firſt I put Pen to Paper upon this De- 
ſign, ſays Sir Roger, I had in my Eye only the 
common School Book, as it ſtands in the Cam 
bridge and Oxford Editions of it, under the 
Title of Aſoi Phragis Fabule ; una cum $01 - 
nullis variorum Auttorum Fabulis adjectis: 
Propounding to myſelf at that Time, to follow 
the very Courſe and Series of that Collection; 
and in one Word, to try what might be done 
by making the beſt of the Whole, and adapting 
proper and uſeful Doctrines to the ſeveral Parts 
of it, toward the turning of an excellent Latin 
Manual of Morals and good Counſels, into a 
rolerable Engliſh one. But upon jumbling Mat- 
ters and Thoughts together, and laying one 
* Thing 
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Thing by another, the very State and Condition 
of the Caſe before me, together with the Na- 
ture and the Reaſon of the Thing, gave me 
to underſtand, that this Way of proceeding 
would never anſwer my End: Inſomuch that, 
upon this Conſideration, I conſulted other Ver- 
ſions of the ſame Fables, and made my beſt of 
the Choice. Some that were 72ce or tice 
cver, and only the ſelt-ſame Thing in other 
Words; theſe I ſtruck out, and made one Spe- 
cimen ſerve for the reſt. To ſay nothing of here 
ard there a rrivial, or a looſe Conceir in the 
Medly, more than this; that ſuch as they are, 
I was under ſome ſort of Obligation to take 
them in for Company; and in ſhort, good, bad, 
and indifferent, one with another, to the Num- 
ber, in the Total, of 383 Fables. To theſe I 
have likewiſe ſubjoin'd a conſiderable Addition 
of other {cleft Apologues, out of the molt cele- 
brated Authors that are extant upon that Sub- 
ject, towards the Rniſhing of the Work 

And a little farther, © This Rhapsody of Fables, 
ſays he, is a Book univerſally read, and taught 
in all our Schools; but almoſt at ſuch a Rate 
as we teach yes and Farrots, that pronounce 
the Words without ſo much as gueſſing at the 
Meaning of them: Or, to take it another way, 
the Boys break their Teeth upon the Shells, 
without ever coming near the Kernel. They 
learn Fables by Leſſons, and the Mcral is the 
leaſt Part of our Care in a Child's Inſtiturion : 
So that take both together, and the one is ſtark 


* Nonſenſe, without the Application of the 


* 


4 


other; beſide that, the Doctrine itſelf, as we 
have it, even at the beſt, falls infinitely ſhort. 
of the Vigour and Spirit of the Fabie. To 
ſupply this Defect now, we have had ſeveral 


* Erngl-ſ Paraphraſes and Eſſays upon Aſep, and 
$ divers of his Followers, both in Proſe and 


Verle. 
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Verſe. The latter have perchance ventur'd a 
little too far from the preciſe Scope of the Au- 


thor upon the Privilege of a poetical Licence : 


And for the other of antient Date, the Morals 
are ſo inſipid and flat, and the Style and 
Diction of the Fables ſo coarſe and uncouth, 
that they are rather dangerous, than profitable, 


as to the Purpoſe they were principally intended 


for; and likely to do forty times more Miſchief 
by the one, than Good by the other. An Emblem 
without a Key to't, is no mote than a Zaze of a 
Zub; and that Tale fillily told too, is but one 
Folly grafted upon another. Children are to be 
taught in the firſt Place, what they ought to 
do: 2dly, The Manner of doing it: And in 
the third Place, they are to be inur'd by the 
Force of Inſtruction and good Example, to the 
Love and Practice of doing their Duty; wheteas, 
on the contrary, one Step out of the Way in the 
Inſtitution, is enough to poiſon the Peace, and 
the Reputation of a whole Life. Whether I have 
in this Attempt, adds Sir Roger, contributed or 
not, to the Improvement of theſe Fables, either in 
the Wording, or the Meaning of them, the Book 
mult ſtand or fall to itſelf : But this J ſhall 
adventure to pronounce upon the whole Matter, 
that the Text is Eugliſo, and the Morals, in 
ſome ſort, accommodate to the Mlegory; which 
could hardly be ſaid of all the Tranſlations or 
Reflections before-mentioned, which have ſerv d, 
in Truth, (or at leaſt ſome of them) rather to 


teach us What we ſhould 2 do, than what we 


Hbtild. So that in the publiſhing of theſe Papers, l 

have done my beſt to obviate a common Incon- 
venience, or, to ſpeak plainly, the mortal Error 
of pretending to ere& a Building upon a falſe 
Foundation : Leaving the whole World to take 
the ſame Freedom with me, that I have done 
with others.” | 
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Thus far Sir Rrger Leſtrange. Now we come 
to what the other Gentleman has to ſay for him- 
ſelf, or rather, as he has manag'd the matter, 
what he has to ſay agaznſt Sir Roger, the depre- 
ciating of whoſe Work, ſeems to be the Corner- 
Stone of his own Building. 
© Nothing of this Nature, ſays he, has been 
done fince Leſtrange's Time, worth mentioning ; 
* and we had nothing before, but what (as he 
* obſerves, Pref. to Part I.) was ſo in;ſipid and flat 
in the Moral, and ſo coarſe and uncouth in the 
Style and Diction, that they were rather dan- 
* gerons than profitable, as to the Purpoſe for 
* which they were princially intended; and 
© likely to do Jerry times more Harm than Good. 
© I ſhall therefore only obſerve to my Reader the 
* Inſufficiency of Leſtrange's 'own Performance, 
as to the Purpoſe for which he profeſſes to have 
« principally intended it; with ſome other Cir- 
* cumſtances, which will help to excuſe, if not 
« juſtify, what J have enterpriz'd upon the ſame 
Subject. | 
Now the Purpoſe for which he principally 
intended his Book, as in his Preface he ſpends 
a oreat many Words to inform us, was for the 
Uſe and Inſtruction of Children; who being, 
as it were, a mere raſa Tabula, or blank Paper, 
are realty inarfferently for any Opinions, good or 
bad, taking ail upon Credit; and that it is iu 
the Power of the firſt Comer, to erite Saiut of 
Devil upon them, which he pleaſes. This be- 
ing truly and certainly the Caſe, what Devils, 
nay, what poor Devils, would Leſtrange make 
of thoſe Children, who ſhould be ſo unfortu- 
nate as to read his Book, and imbibe his perni- 
cious Principles! Principles coined and ſuited 
to promote the Growth, and ſerve the Ends, of 
© Popery and arbitrary Power. Tho' we had 
© never been told he was a Penſioner to a Popiſh 
I Prince, 
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prince, and that he himſelf * profeſs'd the ſame 
* unaccountable Religion, yet his Reflections 
upon ÆAſop would diſcover it to us: In every 
political Touch, he ſhews himſelf to be the 
© Tool and Hireling of the Popiſh Faction; ſince 
even a Slave, without ſome mercenary View, 
would not bring Arguments to juſtify Slavery, 
nor endeavour to eſtabliſh arbitrary Power upon 
the Baſis of right Reaſon. What ſort of Chil- 
dren therefore are the Haul Paper, upon which 
fuch Morality as this ought to be written? Not 
the Children of Zr/7a7in, I hope; for they are 
born with free Blood in their Veins, and ſuck 
' in Liberty with their very Milk. This they 
{ould be taught to love and cheriſh above all 
things, and, upon Occaſion, to defend and vin- 
dicate it; as it is the Glory of their Country, 
the greateſt Bleſſing of their Lives, and the pe- 
culiar happy Privilege, in which they excel all 
the World beſides. Let therefore Leſtrange 
with his flaviſh Doctrine be baniſh'd to the 
* barren Deſarts of Arabia, to the Nurſeries of 
Turkey, Perſia, and Morocco, where all Foot- 
Reps of Liberty have long ſince been worn out, 
and the Minds of the People, by a narrow Way 
of Thinking, contracted and inur'd to Fear, 
Poverty. and miſerable Servitude. Let the Chil- 
* dren of Taly, France, Spain, and the reſt of the 
* Popiſh Countries, continues thistedions Declai mer, 
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Is the Gentleman ſure of what he thus poſitively aſſerts? What 
ſhail we think of fo round an Aſſertor, if he be wrong? Sir Roger 
himſelf deny'd that he was a Papiſt, in a Pamphlet expreſly writ- 
ten to clear himſelf from ſuch an Aſperſion thrown upon him, by 
a like charitable Writer, which he intitled Leſtrange ns Papyj?, Not 
any of his Works, High-flier as he was, ſhew him to be a Papiſt; 
and whoever reads, in his Aſp, ſome of his Fables, and the Refle- 
ctions upon them, will judge, that they could not come ſo vluntierly 
from a preſeſſed Papiſt and Bigot. See in Vol. I. Fab. 256, 290, - 


29%, 356, 357, 362,364, 366,436. And in Vol. II. Fab. 42, 105, 
179, 294, 273. 
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* furniſh him with Blank Paper for Principles, of 
* which iree born Fritons are not capable. The 
earlier ſuch Notions are inſtill'd into ſuch Minds 
* as theirs indeed, the better it will be for them, 
as it will keep them from thinking of any other 
than the abjeQ, ſervile Condition to which they 
are born. But let the Minds of our #ririfh 
* Youth be for ever educated and improv'd in 
that Spirit of Truth and Liberty, for the Sup- 
port of which their Anceſtors have often bravely 
* exhauſted ſo much Blood and 'Freaſure.” 

Thus we fee the chief Quarrel of the worthy 
C entleman is againſt the Politicks of Sir Rrger ; 
and we heartily join with him on this Head. Sir 
Reger was certainly lifted in a bad Cauſe as to Po- 
liticks, and his Reflections have many of them a 
pernicious Tendency. But the Time in which 
ne wrote, within View, in a manner, of the Civil 
Wars ſo lately concluded, and the Anarchy intro- 
duced by them, to ſo great an Extreme of ore 
Side, was 10 naturally productive of an Extreme 
on the other, that many very great Men of that 
'4ime fell into the ſame Error with Sir Roger: 
And perhaps a charitable Mind, duly reflecting 
upon this, and not intent upon parrial or ſelfif 
Views, would have found ſomething to have ſaid, 
if not in Exciiſe, yet in Extenuation, of the 
Fault. h 

The Doctor, for ſuch I am told the Gentleman 
is, proceeds to ſtrengthen his own Cauſe, by fur- 
tier obſerving, * That Zeſtrauge (as he every 
here calls the deceaſed Knight) made not fair 
Reflections upon the Fables in political Points: 
© That Z*{ep, tho' a Slave, was a Lover of Liberty, 
ard gives not one Hint to favour Teſtrange's In- 
* finuations : But that, on the contrary, he takes 
all Occaſions to recommend a Love for Liberty, 
* ard an Abhorrence of Tyranny, and all arbi- 
© trary Proceedings: That Leflrarge (again!) noto- 
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| riouſly perverts both the Senſe and Meaning of 
« ſeveral Fables, particularly when any political 
© Inftruction (for this is ſtill the Buraen of the 
Doctor's Song) is couched in the Application; 
and then gives an Example in Sir Roger's Fable. 
of the Deg and the le, and further objects 
againſt the Knight, that he has ſwelled his 
Work, which was defigned for the Uſe of * Chil- 
t dren, to a voluminous Bulk; and by that 
© Means rais'd it to an exorbitant Price, ſo as to 
© make it unſuitable to the Hand or Pocket of the 
© Generality of Children” And here follows a 
very extraordinary Concluſion of the Doctor, which 
we ſhall give verbatim: If I were, ſays the good 
Aan, to put Conſtructions upon the Ways of 
© Providence, I ſhould fanſy this Prolixity of his, 
was order'd as a Preſervative againſt his noxious 
Principles; for however his Book may have 
* been uſed by Mer, I dare ſay, few Children have 
been converſant with it. So that we ſee, at 
laſt, ail the terrible Apprehenfions of the Miſchiefs 
ot Sir Recger's Book, are merely the Effects of the 
good Doctor's Imagination, which, 'tis generally 
ſaid, has run away with his Judgment in more In- 
{tances than the preſent. 

If this then be the Caſe, we preſume to hope, 
that, even in the good Doctor's Opinion, there witl 
not be any Neceſſity to baniſh poor Le!!rae 
to the barren Deſarts of Arabia, to the Nurſeries 
of Turkey, Perſia, and Morccco nor that le 
ſhould be confined to the Children of [raly, Frame, 
Spain, and the reſt of the Popiſh Countries; 
but, for the ſake of the excellent Senſe con— 
tain'd in his other Reflections, where Politicks 
are not concern'd ; for the ſake of the Penefir 


* The Doctor little conſiders here, how Table he himſelf is to 
Objection, for his pedantick Quotations and Latin Scraps ſo fre- 
quently ſcatter'd thro” his own Applications, in a Piece deſign'd for 
the carlieſt Part of Childrens Education, | 
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which the F Fxgliſa Tongue has received from 
his maſterly Hand; for the ſake of that fine Hu- 
mour, appoſi e Language, accurate and lively 
Manner, which will always render Sir Reger de- 
tiohtiul, and which this ſevere Critick has in 
tome Places ſo wretchedly endeavour'd to imitate : 
For all theſe ſakes, I ſay, let him remain among 
us ſtill, fince our Author thinks he can do no 
Harm to Cid, en, and Men may be ſuppoſed 
guarded by Years and Experience; and the 
rather, if it be only to ſhew the Difference be- 
tween a fine Original, and a bungling Imitation 
and that no prating Jays may ſtrut about in the 
beautiful Plumage of the Peacock. 

The Doctor proceeds, and fixes a Stigma on 
the Second Volume of Sir Roger's Fables, and, in 
the main, I join with him in it; For, as a Book 
of Fables, it is truly unworthy of that celebrated 
Hand; and for that Reaſon we have made very 
little Uſe of it in our preſent Edition; tho' we 
cannot but apprehend, that he was put upon it 
rather by the Importunity of Bookſellers, encou- 
rap'd by the Succeſs of the firſt Volume, than by 
his own Choice or Judgment: And after all, ſome 
Allowance ought to be made for his Circumſtanc*s, 
and his Yeers, being, as he tells us, on the wrong 
Side of Fourſcore when he wrote it. 

It is but juſt to tranſcribe the concluding Para- 
graph of the Doctor's Preface : 

Whether, ſays Le, I have mended the Faults 
* I find with bim, in this, or any other reſpect, 
I muſt leave to the Judgment of the Reader: 


+ We know what a certain Tranſigtor has faid againſt Sir Roger's 
Style, &c, But tho' we could prove that there is much Partia- 
lity and Injuſtice in his Charge, yet we ſhall content our ſelves to 
ſay with Winſanley, in his Lives of the moſt famous Engliſh Poets, 
printed A. 168 5. p. 219. That thoſe who ſhall conſider the 
« Number and Greatneſs of his Books, will admire he ſhould ever 
“ write ſo many; and thoſe who have read them, conſidering the 
« Style and Method they are written in, will more admire he ſhould 


« write ſo well,” Profeſſi 
rotellung 
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proſeſſing (according to the Principle on which 
« the following Applications are built) that I am 
© a Lover of Liberty and Truth; an Enemy to 
© Tyranny, either in Church or State; and one 
© who deteſts Party-Animoſities and factious Di- 
© viſions, as much as I wiſh the Peace and Proſpe - 
© rity of my Country.“ | 

We greatly applaud this pompous Declaration 
of the good Gentleman's Principles: But tho' we 
might obſerve, that he has {train'd the natural 
Import of ſome of the Fables, near as much one 
way, as Sir Roger has done the other, and may be 
cenſur'd for giving too frequently into political 
Reflexions, which had, on all Occaſions, if the 
Book be meant for Children, better be avoided, 
where the Moral will bear a more general and 
inoffenſire Turn; yet we ſhall only obſerve, That 
had this Gentleman, who cloaths himſelf in the 
Skin of the departed Knight, and, at firſt Sight, 
makes ſo formidable an Appearance in it, lived 
in the Days of Sir Reger, and had Sir Roger lived 
in his, it is not impoſſible that the Sentiments of 
doth might have changed. 
What I mean, is, The Reſtoration of Monarchy + 
under King Charles II. made theſe now exploded 
Doctrines as much the Faſhion then, as the glo- 
rious Revolution under King William III. has 
made the Doctor's Principles the Faſhion now. 
And for aught that appears from the Moderation 
of the Doctor's Principles, if we may judge of a 
Man's Temper by his Diſpoſition, as ſhewn in 
ſeveral Inſtances of his Preface, had the Doctor 
lived when Sir Roger did, he might have been the 
Zeſtrange of the one Court; as Leſtrauge, had he 
been in the Doctor's Place, might have taken 
Orders, and become Chaplain in the cher. If 
the living Gentleman reflects as he ought, upon ä 
the little Mercy he has ſhewn to the Dead, he 
will not think this too ſevere. And the Com- 

A 5 pariſon 
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| pariſon will appear the leſs invidious, to any 
one who conſiders, that Sir Roger ſuffer'd for his 
Principles, bad as they were: And the Poctor, 
| we hope, for the ſake of the Pr:13/ick, as well as 
| for his ore ſake, will never be called upon to 
e = 
We have thus ſet the Pretenſions of the two Gen- 
tlemen in a proper Light: It remains for us, now, 
i to ſay ſomething of our own Undertaking. 
The Uſefulneſs and Benefit of ſuch a Work to 
Children is allow'd on all Hands ; and therefore 
we ſhall not infiſt upon a Topick, which has 
been ſo much labour'd by the Gentlemen who 
have gone before us. 
We have ſeen, that the only Objections which a 
icrutinizing Adverſary, who had it in View to 
| ſupplant the Knight, and thruſt himſelf into his 
Place, can find againft him, are the Political Part, 
and the Bulk and Price of the Performance: As 
to the reſt, on comparing the Works, we find a 
very great Diſparity between them : We therefore 
were aſſur'd, that we ſhould do an acceptable 
Service, if we could give the exceprionable Re- 
fedtious a more general and uſeful Turn; and if 
we could reduce the Work to ſuch a Side as ſhould 
be fit for the Hands and Pockers for which it 
was principally deſigned; and at the ſame time 
preſerve to Sir Reger the principal Graces and 
Beauties for which he is ſo juſtly admired: 
Ard this only, tho' we found afterwards, on a 
cloſer Review, a Neceſſity of going further, was 
our /ir/t Intention. 
We were the rather prevailed upon to take this 
Liberty with Sir Roger, becauſe he ingenuouſiy 
declares, in what we have quoted from his Pre- 
face, That he was under ſome Sort of Obliga- 
tion to take into his Medly, as he modeſtly 
© calls it, here and there a trivial or a looſe Con- 
* ceir, for Company,” An Obligation impoſed 
upon 
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upon him, we preſume, by his unhappy Circum- 
{tances, (and which hardly He could excuſe,) in 
order to add to the Bulk of his Book, which he 
firſt publiſhed in Folio. 

This, with other proper Alterations. Cc. where 
the Senſe and Poignance of the Fable and Re- 
Actions would belt bear it, we thought would. 
vive us the Opportunity of anſwering the Obje— 


Ction about the Y] and Price, And on looking. 


cloſer into the Subject, we tound ſufficient Reaſon 
to juſtify our Opinion. 3 
Thus then, inſtead of baniſhing Sir Reger to the 
Deſarts of Arabia, we conteſs that it was our In- 
tention, every- where, except in his Political Re- 


Hections, to keep that celebrated Writer cloſe in 


our Eye: And in ſome Places we have accordingly 
contented ourſelves with the inferior Glory of 
having only abridged him, where we could not, 
with equal Beauty and Propriety, give Words and 
Sentences different from his own ; rather chuſing 
to acknowledge our Obligations to ſo great a 
Maſter, than to arrogate to ourſelves the Praiſes 

due to another. . 
We have not, however, ſpar'd any of thoſe 
Conceits, as Sir Roger calls them, which we ima- 
gin'd capable only of a trivial, or liable to a looſe 
Conſtruction. We have alſo preſumed to alter, 
and put a ſtronger Point to ſeveral of the Fables 
themſelves, which we thought capable of more 
forcible Morals. And inſtead of the Political Re- 
flections, we have every where ſubſtituted ſuch as 
we hope will be found more general. ard in- 
ſtructive. For we think it in no wiſe excuſable. 
to inflame Childrens Minds with Diſtinctions, 
which they will imbibe faſt enough from the At- 
tachments of Parents, Sc. and the Warmth of 
their own Imaginations. But rexertheleſs, we 
muſt add, That where-ever the Fable commtel/'7, 
es we may ſay, a Political Turn, we have, in 
6 Our. 
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our Reflections upon it, always given that Pre- 
ference to the Principles of LIEBER TY, which 
we hope will for ever be the diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racteriſtic of a Briton, 

As we are ſenfible of the alluring Force which 
Cuts or Pictures ſuited to the reſpective Subjects, 


Have on the Minds of Children, we have tin a 


quite new manner ingrav'd on Copper-Plates, at 


no ſmall Expence, the Subject of every Fable; 


and preſume, that the little Trouble which Chil- 
dren will have to turn to the Cuts, as Ten of 
them are included in one Plate, will rather excite 
their Curiofity, and ſtimulate their Attention, 


than puzzle or confuſe them, eſpecially as the 


Readers are diſtinctly referr'd both to Page and 
Fable in every Repreſentation. 

W hat we have ſaid, may be thought ſufficient 
to juſtify us with regard to the Equity of our De- 
ſign: But that we may intirely clear ourſelyes on 


this Head, we will ſubjoin the four following Liſts, 


which will ſet the matter in a clear Light; and 
tikewife convince every one concerned in the Buſi- 
nefs of Education, how careful we have been to 
collect only ſuch Fables, as were fit for the Inſtru- 
Rion of the Youth of both Sexes, at the ſame time 
that we hope it will not be found unworthy of the 
Peruſal of Perſons of riper Years and Underſtand- 
ings. | 
I, A LIST of ſuch Fanr rs of Sir Roger Leftrange, which we 
have omitted, as being either of the like Nature, and affording 


the like Morals and Reflexions with others inſerted ; or from 
Which ſuch pertinent Morals could not be drawn, as we were de- 


ſirous to ſelect for general Uſe. | 


Fab. Fab. | Fab, | Fab. Fab. Fab. | Fab» | Fab. 
37 1-87 89 112 139 173 198 213 
Al | bo 92 114 | 152 178 199 216 
47 | 65 93 115 153 181 203 222 
48 70 95 117 158 182 205 231 
49 | 71 103 120 159 183 210 232 
51 78 107 135 171 184 | 211 233 
£3 | 8 | 111 J 133 173 185 212 j 247 
55 i $x 


1. A 


P REF 4 C2, 


X 111 


II. A LIST of ſuch FA BLEs of Sir Roger, as we have omit- | 
ted, as being rather to be deemed witty Corceits, facetious Tales, 
and ſemetimes ludicrous Stories, than inſtructive Apologues. 


Fab. 
183 
184 


185 


232 
242 
24+ 
245 
247 
249 
250 
251 
252 
253 
255 
2.56 
259 
260 
261 
263 
264 
265 
2.46 
268 
269 
270 
271 


Fab. 
303 
304. 
305 
305 
397 
308 
309 
311 
312 
313 
315 
316 


321 
322 
323 
325 

326 
328 
329 
330 
331 
332 
334 
335 


336 


318 


Fab. 
337 


338 


| 


Fab. 
370 
371 
372 
373 
374 
375 
376 
377 
378 
379 
380 


4558 


412 


423 


429 
432 
434 


Fab. 
405 
406 
407 


409 
410 
411 


413 
414 
415 
416 
417 
418 
419 
420 
421 


424 
425 
4.26 
427 
4.28 


Fab, 
436 
437 
438 
439 
440 
441 
442 
443 
444 
4.4.6 
447 
448 
451 
45% 
453 
454 
97 
45⁰ 
457 
458 
459 
460 
461 
462 
463 


44 


Inn. A LIST of ſuch FABLTS to which we have preſumed 
to give entirely either new Morals or new Reflections, as we 
tho ught the Deſign of the Fables more naturally required, in order 


to direct them to 


fle tions. 
Fab. Fab. 
77 | 704 
87 105 
82 106 
87 109 
890 110 
90 111 
2 112 
194 114 
97 117 
99 118 
101 119 
102 122 


123 
125 
126 
127 
128 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 


139 


| Fab. | 


Fab. 
142 
144 
145 


147 
148 


149 


150 
151 
133 
157 
158 
159 


| | 


Fab. 


162 
164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
169 
170 
171 
173 


174 


176 


178 


Fab. 
177 


179 
180 
181 
182 
182 
184 
$32 
136 
187 


194 
198 


202 


188 


Fab. 
193 


195 


199 
200 


204 
207 
208 
209 


general Uſe; or to avoid Party or Political Re- 


a” 


Fab? 
272 
274 
** 
300 
310 
314 
327 
353 
358 
430 
449 


262 


491 
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IV. A LIST of ſach FABLEs of Sir Reger, as we have taken 
the Liberty to alter, or enforce, that we might accommodate them 
to more uſeful Norals and Reflections, 


Fab. Fab. + Fab. | Fab. Fab. Fab. Fab, Fab. 
2 121 150 165 177 189 f 206 333 
65 123 151 n 193208 383 
1 153 171 180 196 | 209 435 

105 136 157 174 | ISI 20J J 319 495 

114 148 


The following Fables as they ſtand in this Work 
are all that we are beholden for to Vo. II. of Sir 
Reaecr ; and we have not only taken great Liberty 
with them, but have fitted ſuch Morals and Re- 
flections to them, as we hope will be found equally 
agrecable and inſtructive. Theſe are, 

234. TRAVELLER and GRASSHOPPERS. 
236, PARTRHIDSGES and SETTING-DOG. 
237. LAME Man and BLIND, 
239. The three pretended PENITENTS. 
| 239. Diſaptoiuted MiLKmain, 
And FAB 240. No To-Morrow, ' which ſtands FAB. 405. 


in Sir Roger's firſt Volume) we have turn'd from 


a moſt ludicrous one, to a very edifying Fable, as 
we preſume will be found on Compariſon ; and 
therefore have choſen to conclude our Work with it, 


If thus we have baniſhed from Sir Roger all 
that his moſt partial Enemy could except again{t 
him; and have preſerved all that has gained him 
the Approbation of the beſt Judges: If we have 
avoided the Faults of both Gentlemen (and we 
think we could point out, if we were put upon 
it, where the one has been faulty as well as the 
other; and a thouſand Inſtances wherein he has 


infinitely fallen ſhort of the Author he aims to 


ſupplant): Why ſhould we not preſume, that 
there may be Room for this Performance, which 
we now preſent to the Publick ? To whoſe Judg- 
ment we therefore ſubmit it; and are willing 

ey FO, 8 
to ſtand or fall by its Determination, 
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THE 
LIFE of ASO. 


E have had the Hiſtory of Aſp ſo many 

times over and over, as Sir Roger Leſirange 

obſerves, and dreſs'd up ſo many ſeveral 
Ways, that" it would be but Labour loſt to multiply un- 
profitable Conjectures upon a Tradition of ſo great Un- 
certainty. Writers are divided about him, almoſt to all 
manner of Purpoſes; and particularly concerning the 
Authority even of the greater Part of thoſe Compoſi- 
tions that paſs the World in his Name: For the Story 
is come down to us ſo dark and doubtful, that it is im- 
poſſible to diſtinguiſh the Original from the Copy; and 
to {ay which of the Fables are Æſop's, and which not; 
which are genuine, and which are ſpurious; beiide, 
that there are divers Inconſiſtencies upon the Point of 
Chronology, in the Account of his Life, (as Maximus 
Planudes and others have deliver'd it) which can never 


be reconciled, | 


This is enough in all Conſcience to excuſe any Man, 


+ ſays Sir Roger, from laying over-much Streſs upon the 
* hiſtorical Credit of a Relation that comes ſo blindiy 


7 
5 


and ſo variouſly tranſmitted to us; over and above, that 


it is not one Jot to our Buſineſs (further than to gratify 
an idle Curioſity) whether the Fact be true or falle; 
Whether the Man was ſtrait or crooked; and his Name 


© op, or (as ſome will have it) Lochman : In all which 


\ Caſes the Reader is left at Liberty to believe his Plea- 
ſure. This Uncertainty at firſt inclined us 10 avoid en- 
tring into the Life of Zſjop, which we find mingled 


with ſo many trifling Circumſtances, and ſubject to ſo 
* 


* 


* 
» 


5 


+ great Contuſion: But our Bookſellers acquainting us, that 


© EEE 


ſomething 


* 
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ſomething of this kind would be very acceptable to the 
Generality of Readers, and that thoſe Editions had been 
moſt inquired after, which contained the Life of this excel- 
lent Perſon; in Compliance with their Requeſt, we will 
ive a brief Summary of it, as we find it collected by the 
celebrated Sir Roger Leſtrange, omitting however ſuch 
Parts of it, as ſeem either trivial or improbable. _ 
Aſop then (according toPlanudes, Camerarius and others) 
was by Birth of Ammorius, a Town in the Greater 
Phrygia, (though ſome will have him to be a Thracian, 
others a Samian) of a mean Condition, and his Perſon 
deformed, to the higheſt Degree: Flat-noſed, hunch- 
back'd, blobber-lipp'd; a long miſ-ſhapen Head; his Body 
crooked all over, big-belly'd, badger-legg'd, and his 
Complexion ſo ſwarthy, that he took his very Name 
from it; for /op is the ſame with Æthiopd. And he 
was not only thus unhappy in his Figure; but we are 
told, that he had belides ſuch an Impediment in his 
Specch, that People could very hardly underſtand what 
he ſaid. Whether this was ſo or not, or how he came 


to be cur'd of it, if it was, the Reader is at Liberty to 
believe what he pleaſes: And ſo likewiſe of twenty 


other Paſſages up and down this Hiſtory, Let it ſuffice, 
that (according to the common Tradition) he had been 
already twice bought and ſold; and ſo, with Sir Roger 
Leſtrange, we ſhall date the Story of his Adventures, 
from his Entrance into the Service of at leaſt a third 
Miſter. | 

As to the Age he liv'd in, it is 2greed upon among 
the Antients, that it was when Crœſus govern'd Lydia; 


as alſo that Xanthus, a Samian, Was his Maſter And 


as this was his Condition, no v/onder that many of the 
Things recorded of him were low and mean, and ſuited 
to the Circumſtance of Life in which he was placed ; 
but by which however he ſo ſignalized his Wiſdom, 
as to raile himſelf to that Pitch of Honour to which 

he afterwards arrived. | - 
Among theſe the firſt we find recorded, is, That his 
Maſter having many Burdens to ſend by his Slaves to 
Epheſus, and Æſop being permitted, on Account of his 
bodily Weakneſs, to chuſe which he would carry, he 
fixed upon a Panier of Bread, which was to ſupport 
them oa their Journey; but which was looked upon 
do 
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to be the heavieſt of all. His Companions laughed at 
him for his Choice; but when they had dined and at- 
ter wards ſupped out of his Panier upon their Journey, 
and found that the Proviſions were quite conſumed, and 
that he had nothing left to carry but an empty Basket, 
the Ridicule was turn'd upon themſelves, and they began 
to conſider Æſop in a much mere advantageous Lignt 
than they had done before. | 
The next thing we find mentioned of him, is, The 
famous Detection of th: Villainies of his Fellow-Servants, 
who having a mind to ſome choice Figs, which were 
preſented to their Maſter, confederated together to 
charge AÆſop with the Theft, and ſo eat them up with 
great Greedineſs; and as they had agreed, boldly accuicd 
X/op of the Fact. | 
His Maſter being incenſed at him, order'd him to be 
puniſhed; upon which he inſtantly had recourie to a 
large Draught of warm Water, and intreated that his 
Companions might be try'd the ſame way: and the 
Proot turn'd out according to his Wiſh; for he brought 
up the Water again, clear as he drank it, while the 
others brought up the Figs along with it, and ſo met 
with the Puniſhment and Diſgrace deſigned for him. 
Eſop's Maſter having fold all his Slaves at Epheſus, 
except three, to wit, a Muſician, an Orator, and Æſop, 
he carry'd them to Samos, and ſhew'd them there in 
the open Market; and while they were there, one Xan- 
thus, an eminent Philoſopher of that City, came to ſee 
them, with a Train of his Diſciples at his Heels. The 
Philoſopher was mightily pleaſed with the two Youths, 
and ask'd them one after another about their Profeſſion, 
an what they could do. The one told him he could do 
any thing, the other that he could do every thing; and 
then Xanthrs, interrogated ZEſeþ what he could do. 
Nothing at all, fays he. How comes that, ſays the Phi- 
lolopher? My Companions, ſays Zſop, undertake every 
| thing, and there's nothing left for me to do. Well! 
ſays Xanthus, but if I ſhould give Money for you now, 
would you be good and honeſt? Vl! be that, ſays Æſop, 
| Whether you buy me or no. Ay, but tell me again, 
5 ſays the Philoſopher, won't you run away? Pray, iays 
of £/op, did you ever hear of a Bird in a Cage, thar toid 
of his Maſter he intended to make his Eſcape? Xanthus 
5 | Was 
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was well enough pleas d with the Turn and Quickneſ: 
of his Wit; But, ſays he, that unlucky Shape of yours, 
will ſet People a hooting and gaping at you where-ever 
you go. A Philoſopher, ſiys Æſop, ſhould value a 
Man for his Mind, not for his Body. This Preſence of 
Thought gave Xanthus a high Opinion of the Wiſdom 
of the Man; and ſo he bad the Merchant ſet him his 
loweſt Price of that miſerable Creature. Why, ſays he, 
If you'll bid me like a Chapman for either of the other 
two, you ſhall have this Monſter into the Bargain. The 
Philoſopher, without any more ado, paid the Price agreed 
upon, and taking Æſop and his other Purchaſe away 
with him, preſented him to his Wife, who at ift was 
greatly offended at his miſ ſhapen Appearance, and up- 
braided her Husband, as intending to sftront her by tv 
ill-favour'd a Preſent; but when ſhe come to hear his 
witty Anſwers, and to know the Value of his intel- 

lectual Qualities, ſhe was better reconciied to hin), 
Xanthus a While after, attended by op, went to a 
Garden to buy ſome Herbs; and the Gardener, among 
other things, told him the Admiration he was in to 
find how much faſter thoſe Plants ſhot up that grevs 
of their o«n accord, than thofe that he ler himmel“, 
though he took never ſo much Care about them; and 
deſired him, that as he was a Philoſopher, he would 
tell him the Meaning of it? Xanthus had no better 
Anſwer at hand, than, That Providence would have it 
ſo. This not ſatisfying the Gardener, and Xauthus ſce- 
ing /op ſmile at it, he told him, with a ſupercilious 
Air, Tnat it was below a Philoſopher to buſy his Head 
about ſuch Trifles; But, ſays he, it you have a Curio- 
fity to be better inform'd, you ſhall do well to ask 
my Slave here, and ſee what hel] ſay to you. Upon 
this the Gardener put the Queſtion to AÆſop, who gave 
him this Anſwer: The Ezrth is in the Nature of a 
Mother to what ſhe brings forth of herſelf out of her 
own Bowels; whereas ſhe is only a kind of Step-Dame 
in the Production of Plants that are cultivated and 
aſſiſted by the Help and Induſtry of another: So that 
it is natural for her to withdraw her Nouriſhment from 
the one, towards the Relief of the other. The Gar- 
dener, upon this, was ſo well ſatisfy'd, chat he would 
take no Money for his Herbs, and deſired Æſop 10 
| mare 
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make uſe of his Garden for the future, as if it were 
his own. 

After this, Xanthus, and his Wife, who lived toge- 
ther but upon indifferent Terms in the general, hid a 
very great Quarrel, which was carry'd to ſuch an Height 
on her Part, that ſhe pack'd up her Apparel, and other 
things, left his Houle, and went to her own Relations; 
and no Perſuaſions or Intreaties could inciine her to re- 
turn. 1 | 
Z/op ſeeing Xanthus much diſturbed at her Obſti- 
nacy, ſaid, Come, Maſter, pluck up a good Heart; 
for I have a Project that ſhall bring my M:irrcls to 
you back again, with as good a Will as ever ſhe went 
from you. Away immediately he hies to the Market, 
among the Butchers, Poulterers, Fiſhmongers, Con- 
fectioners, ec. for the Leſt of every thing that was in 
Seaſon; giving out where-ever he came, that his Maſter's 
Wife having run away from him, he hai married an- 
other; and this Was to be the Wedding-Feaſt, The 
News flow like Lightning, and ſoon reach'd the Ears 
of the run-away Lady (for every body knew A to 
be a Servant in that Family); and ſhe was 10 moved 
upon it, that away ſhe poſts back to her Husband, falls 
upon him with Outrages of Looks and Language; and 
after the eaſing of her Mind a little, No, Xanthus, ſays 
ſhe, do not you flatter yourſelf with the Hopes of en- 
joying another Woman while I am alive. Xanthus 
receiv'd her very gladly, and was highly pleaſed with 
Aſoßp's Contrivance ; nor was his Miſtreſs leſs pleaſed at 

{0 agreeable an Impoſture, and all was well again. 

Xanthus would needs give a Feaſt upon his Reconci- 
liation with his Wife; and having invited his Friends, 
| order'd Aſop to procure the beſt Proviſions he could 
think of for their Entertainment: And when they were 
allizt down to Table, the firſt Service was Neats Tongues 
lliced, which the Philoſophers took Occafion to diſ- 
courſe and quibble upon in a grave formal Way, as 
that the Jongue is the Oracle of Wiſdom, and the like. 
Xantſias, upon this, calls for a ſecond Courſe, and 
alter that for a third, and ſo for a fourth, Which were 
=, Tongues, over and over again ſtill, only ſeveral ways 
eretied, which put him into a furious Paſſion, Thou 
Villain, ſays he, is this according to my Order, to have 
3 nothing 
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nothing but Tongues upon Tongues ? Sir, ſays ſop, your 
Order was, That I ſhould make the beſt Proviſion that 
I could think of, for the Entertainment of theſe excel- 
ient Perſons; and if the Tongue be the Key that leads 
us in to all Knowledge, what could be more proper and 
ſuitable than à Feaſt of Tongues for a Philoſophical Ban- 
quet? | LED 

When Xanthus found the Senſe of the Table to be 
on Aſop's Side; Well, my Friends, fays he, pray will 
you eat with me-to Morrow, and I] try if I can mend 
your Chear: And pray, ſays he to Aſop, let it be your 
Care to provide us a Supper to Morrow, fince you 
ſeem to be ſer on Contradictions, of the very worſt 
things you can think of. 

Next Day, the Gueſts being again met according to 
Appointment, op had provided them the very fume 
Services of Tongues over and over, as they had tne 
Day before. Sirrah, ſays Xaxthus in a Putiicn, win”: 
the Meaning of this, that Tongues ſhou!d be the beſt of 
Meats one Day, and the worſt the other? Why, Sir, {:y5 
he, there is not any Wickedne{ under the Sun, that 
the Tongue has not a Part in; and you, of all Men, have 
Reaſon to know as well its miſchievous as good Quali- 
ties, both as a Husband and a Philoſopher. To what eli: 
is this Banquet owing ?—For was it not an evil Tongue 
that occalion'd that great Breach in your Family, the 
making up of which you and your Friends are met to 
rejoice over? And was it not a ſo owing to ſoft Speeches, 
and mild Expoſtulations, from the ſame Tongue, that all 
is well again? Surely, Sir, you have found a Tongue to 
be the beſt and the worſt Entertainment, if ever Man 
did; and have Cauſe to be fatisfy'd with the Banquet of 
both Days. | | | 

The Story of Aſop's bringing a Gueſt to his Maſter 
Xanthus, who had no ſort of Curioſity in him, we 
think not worth inſerting; for beſides the Improbabi- 
lity of it, it was more to be attributed, if true, to his 
good Fortune than to his Sagacity, that he could find 
one ſo very incurious and careleſs of all that happen d; 
for *twas impoſſible, were he ever ſo good a Phyſiog- 
miſt, that he could anſwer for all the Event from the 
Lines of the Fellow's Countenance, or to know that he 

ek | would 
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would not be mov'd by the Trials that would be put 


to him by Xanthus. 
Xanthus, after this, having ſome Buſineſs at the Pub- 


© lick-Hall, ſent Æſop to ſee if the Court was fat, and 


many People there. In his Way, a Magiſtrate meets 
him, and asks him whither he was going? Why truly, 
ſays Xſop, I don't know. The Magiſtrate took it that 
he banter'd him, and order'd an Officer to carry him 
to Priſon. Well, ſays Æſop, to the Magiſtrate is it not 
true now, that I. did not know whither I was going? 
The Magiſtrate, pleaſed at the Fancy, diſcharg'd him, 
and fo he went forward to the Hall; where, among a 
world of People, ſome gazing, ſome litigating, he taw 
one Man, who had arreſted another for Debt, agree to 
diſcharge his Debtor, on being paid down half what was 
owing. {£/op, upon this, went back and told his Maſter 
that he had been at the Hall, and ſaw but one Mun 
there. Xanthus going himſelf to learn the Truth of the 
Matter, found the Court extremely throng'd ; and turn- 
ing ſhort upon Æſop, in great Indignation, Sirrah, ſays 
he, are all theſe People come ſince you told me there 
was but one Man here? *Tis very true, ſays AÆſop, there 
was a huge Crowd, and yet but one Man that I could 
{ee in that vaſt Multitude, who deſerved the Name. 
Xanthus, not long after, being in his Cups, wager'd 
all he was worth, that he would drink the Sea dry, and 
bound the extravagant Wager, with a very valuable 
Signet-Ring, that he wore on his Finger. Next Day, 
finding what he had done, he was much concern'd at 
his Folly, eſpecially as he knew he was in ſuch Hands, 
as would make an Advantage of it. Æſop undertook 
to bring him off, and put him in Mind, that he had 
only conditioned to drink the Sea, but not the Rivers 
and Streams that run into it; and bid him inſiſt on his 
Adverſary's ſtopping all thoſe Inlets, and then he might 
undertake to drink up the Sea. | | 


Xanthus follow'd his Advice, and the Perſons who were 


is choſen Judges on the Occaſion, agreed that there was 
_ Juſtice in the Plea; and ſo he got rid of the Wager with 
Honour, to the Confuſion of his Antagoniſt, who was 
_ obliged to give up the Ring again. 
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NXI! The Life of E$Sor. 
In the Days of App, the World was mightily addicted 


to Augury; that is to ſay, to the Gathering of Omens 


from the Cry and Flight of Birds. Upon this Account 
it was, that Xanthus one Day ſent Æſop into the Yard, 
and bad him look well about him: If you ſee two 
Crows, ſays he. you'll have good Luck after it; but it 
you ſhould chance to {py one ſingle Crow, *tis a bad 
Omen, and ſome Ill will betide you. fop ſtept our, 
and came immediately back again, and told his Maſter 
he had ſeen two Crows. Hercupon Xanthus went out 
himſelf, and finding but one, (for the other was flown 
away) he fell outrageouſly upon Æſop for making Sport 
with him, and ordered him to be ſoundly laſhed tor it; 
but juſt as they were ſtripping him for the Diſcipline, 
in comes one to invite Xanthus abroad to ſupper. Well, 
Maſter, ſays Æſop, and where's the Credit of your Au- 
gury now? When I, that {aw two Crows, am to be 


beiten like a Dog, and you, that ſaw but one, are going 
to make merry with your Friends? The Reaſon and 


Quickneſs of this Reflection pacity'd the Maſter, and 
iav's Aſop a ſevere Correction. 

The Writers of Z/op's Life, next, give us a Story of 
/op's finding hidden Treaſure, by virtue of an obſolete 
Greek Inſcription: But it contains ſuch idle and child th 
Play upon Letters and Words, that we chuſe to pals it 
over, only obſerving, that Xanthus who on this Occa- 
ſion had promiſed him bis Liberty, and half the Trea- 
ure, broke both Promilcs with him, and gave him 
neither, | | | 

But it was not long before be obtained his Liberty, 
on another Occaſion, which was as follows: On a 
certain folemn Day, the Ring that had the Town-Szal 
of Samos upon it, was carry'd away by an Eazle, which 
took it up in the Air, and dropt it into the Boſom of 


a Slave. The Samians took this for a Foreboding, that 


threaten'd fome diſmal Calamity to the State, and in a 
general Conſternation, they preſently call'd a Council of 
their wiſe Men, and Xanthus among the reſt, to give 
their Opinions upon this myſterious Accident. They 
were all at a Lois what to think of it, only Xanthus 
deſired ſome few Days Time for further Conſideration. 
And not finding himſclf capable of giving any probable 
Solution of an Incident ſo odd, he laid the Matter before 


E/0p, 
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[ Xſop, who deſiring to be introduced to the Council, 


p: omited to give them Satisfaction on the Point, and 
to take upon himſelf the Iſſue of the Matter, let it end 
either in Credit or Diſgrace. | 

Xanthus, willing to be freed from the Uneaſineſs, 


Which the Expectations of the City had given him, 
follow'd this Advice, and next Morning introduced op 
to the Council, many of whom mocked and ridiculed 


his uncouth Shape and Appearance; but being at laſt 


convinced by his prudent Obſervations, that the outward 
Shape of a Man ought not to be regarded, but the Fa- 


culties of his Mind only, they attended to what he had 


to ſay. He then told: them, that when he conſidered 


the Weight of the Matter in Hand, and the Otfice that 


he was then to perform, he imagined it would as little 
ſtand with their Honour to take the Opinion of a Slave 
into their Councils and Debates, as it would with his 


Condition to offer it; belide the Riſque he run of his 


Maſter's Diſpleaſüre upon the Event. But all this yet 
may be obviated, ſaid he, my Fears tecur'd, my Modeſty 


gratify'd, and your own Dignity preterv'd, only by 


making me a Freeman before-hand to qualify me for 
the Function. They all laid it was a molt reaſonable 


Thipg, and preſently treated about the Price of his Li- 
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berty, an! orde! | the Onaſiors to pay Gown the Money. 
Mähen Xauthus liw tlic thing muſt be done, he could 
not decentiy ſtand higgling about the Price; but making 
a Virtue of Necetlity, he choſe rather to preſent Mſop 


to the Commonwealth, than to ſell him. The Saminns 


took it very kindly, and 2,/op was preſently manumiz'd, 


x 


made 2 Cit zen in Form, and proclum's a Freeman; 
and after this Ceremony, he diſcourſed upon the Sub- 


ct of the Portent as follows: 
hall not need to tell ſo many wiſe and knowing Men, 


that the Eagle is a Royal Bird, aud ſignifies a great King; 
tha! the dropping of the R119 in the Bolom of a Sluye that 


ha. a0. Power over himſelf, portends the Loſs of your Liber- 
ties, if you do not look to yourſelves in time; and that ſome 


Potent Prince has a Deſign upon you; und who ſhould this be, 
Hid he, ſo likely as Craſus King of Lydia, who is actu- 
ally arming tor ſome Enterprize, as you well know; 


1 which may as probably tall upon your State, as any 
Other? | 
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In a very little Time the Event juſtified the Pre. 
dition; for King Crœſus ſent Ambaſſadors to demand 
a Tribute on the behalf of their Maſter, and threatened 
the Samians with an Invaſion in caſe of a Refuſal. This 
Affair came to be debated in the Council, where the Majo- 
rity was rather for Peace with Slavery, than for running 
the Riſque of a Diſpute with ſo powerful a Prince; 
but they would not come to a Reſolution yet, without 
firſt conſulting Æſop what they had beſt to do; who 
gave them his Thoughts upon it in Words to this 
Effect: | 

You have two Ways before you, ſays he, one of 
which you mult take; the Firſt is, The Way of Liberty, 
which is narrow and rugged at the Entrance, but plainer 
and ſmoother ſtill the farther you go. Secondly, The Way 
of Servitude, that ſeems to be eaſy at firſt, but you will 
find it afterwards to be full of intolerable Difficulties, The 
Samians, upon theſe Words, declar'd themſelves unani- 
mouſly for Liberty, and that ſince they were at preſent 


free, they would never make themiclves Slaves by their 


own Conſent: So the Ambaſladors departed, and a War 


. was denounced. 


When Crœſus came to underitand the Reſolution the 
Samians had taken, and how inclinable they were to a 
Compliance, till f, by the Power only of a few 
Words, diverted them from it, he made an Offer to the 
Samians, upon their {ending Æſop to him, to put a Stop 
at preſent to the Courſe of his Arms. When Ze 
came to hear of this Propoſition, he told them, that 
he was not againſt their {ending of him, provided 
only that he might tell them one Story betore he lett 
them. | - 


© In old Time, ſays he, there happened to be a fierce 
War betwixt the Wolves and the Sheep; and the 
Sheep, by the Help of the Dogs, had rather the better 
© of it. The Wolves, upon this, offer d the Sheep a 
Peace, on Condition only, that they might have their 
Dogs for Hoſtages; the credulous Sheep agreed to it, 
© and as ſoon as ever they had parted with the Dogs, 
the Wolves broke in upon them, and deſtroy'd them 
at Pleaſure, See Fab. 44. 
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The Samians quickly apprehended the Moral of this 


one and all, that they would not 
with Z{p: But this did not hinder him how- 
from putting himſelf aboard, and taking a Paſſage 
tor Lydia with the Ambaſſadors. 


Og his Arrival at the Lydian Court, E05 preſented 


© himſelf before the King, who looking upon him with 
Contempt, Hatred, and Indignation; Is this a Man, ſays 
© he, to hinder the King of Lydia from being Maſter of 
Samos? Eſop then, with a Reverence after the Lydia 
- Faſhion, deliver'd what he had to fay: 


accord that I am now come to lay myſelf at your 


The I am not here, ſays he, Great King, in the Quality 
of a Man that is given up by his Country, or under 
the Compulſion of any Force; but it is of my own 


© Majeſty's Feet, and with this only Requeſt, that you 
* will vouchlafe me the Honour of your Royal Ear 
and Patience but for a few Words: | 
„There was a Boy hunting of Locuſts, and he had 
„ the Fortune to take a Graſshopper. She found he 
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„ Power to do it. 


6 
6 


and Prudence of the Man, that he did not 
tim his Life, 


hopper at Liberty.” 


was about to kill her, and pleaded after this manner 
for her Life, Alas! ſays ſhe, I never did any body an 
Injury, and never had it either in my Will or my 
All my Buſineſs is my Song; and 
what will you be the better for my Death? The 
Youth's Heart relented, and he ſet the ſimple Graſs- 


* Your Majeſty has now that innvcent Creature before 


© you: Thercs nothing that I can pretend to 647 my Voice, 
* which I have ever em 


© Service of Mankind." 
The King was ſo tenderly moved with the Modeſty 


ploy'd, ſo far as in me lay, to the 


only give 


but bad him ask any thing farther that he 


had a Mind to, and it ſhould be granted him. Why 
then, ſays AÆſop, with that Veneration, Gratitude and 
Reſpect that the Caſe required, I do moſt humbly im- 


that Petition his Choice, 
of him to his Royal Ki 
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_ Pore your Majeſty's Favour for my Countrymen the 


amians. The King granted him his Requeſt, and con- 
firmed it under his Seal ; 


beſide that the Piety of making 
was a farther Recommendation 


ndneſs and Eſt 
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Aſop ſoon after this returned to Samos with the New: 


of the Peace, where he was welcomed with all the 


Inſtances of Joy and Thankfulnefs imaginable; inſo- 
much that they erected a Statue for him, with an 1n- 
ſcription upon it, in Honour of his Memory. 

From Samos he return'd afterwards to Crœſus, for 
whoſe ſake he compos'd ſeveral of thoſe Apologues that 


paſs in the World to this Day under his Name. 


His Fancy lay extremely to travelling; but above all 
other Places he had the greateſt Mind to ſee Babylon: 
To which end he got Letters of Recommendation from 
Craſus to the King there; who, according to Herodotus, 
was a Friend and an Ally of Craſus's, and his Name, 
Labynetrs, not Lycerus, as Planudes has handed it down 
to us upon a great Miſtake. But his Curioſity led him 
firſt to paſs through Greece, for the ſake of the ſever, 
Wiſe Men, whole Reputation was at that Time famous 
all over the World. He had the good Hap in his Tra- 
vels to find them at Corinth, together with Anacharſis, 
and ſeveral of their Followers and Diſciples, where they 
were all treated by Periander, at a Villa of his not far 
from the Town. This Encounter was to the common 


Satisfaction of the whole Company; the Entertainment 


Philoſophical and agreeable ; and among other Diſcourſes, 
they had ſome Controverſy upon the Subje& of Go- 
vernment, and which was the moſt excellent Form : 
Aſop being ſtill for Monarchy, and the reſt for a Common- 
wealth. He travell'd thence, a while after, into Aſia, 
and fo to Babylon, according to his firſt Intention. 

It was the Faſhion in thoſe Days for Princes to exer- 
ciſe Trials of Skill in the putting and reſolving of Rid- 
dles, and intricate Queſtions ; and he that was the beſt 
at the clearing or untying of knotty Difficulties, carried 
the Prize. Æſop's Faculty lay notably that way, and 


- render'd him {ſo ſerviceable to the King, that it brought 


him both Reputation and Reward, It was his Unhap- 
pineſs to have no Children, for the Comfort and Sup- 
dort of his old Age; ſo that, with the King's Conſent, 
i adopted a youug Man, who was well born, and in- 


ge 110us enough, but poor; his Name was Ennus. Ao 


oy 


took as much care of his Inſtitution as if he had been 


his own Child, and train'd him up in thoſe Principles 
of Virtue and Knowledge, that might moſt Woe! 
render 
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in Appearance with all the. Trouble and Unwillin 
that was poſſible; only a Senſe of his Duty to his King 
and his Country ſwallow'd up all other Reſpects of 


Senſe of ſo great 
Work upon him. 
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© render him great and happy. But there is no working 
upon a flagitious and perverſe Nature, by Kindneſs and 
© Diſcipline; and Eunus, after the Manner of other wicked 
Men, heaping one Vilainy upon another, counterfeits 
his Father Æſop's Name and Hand to certain Letters, 
© where he promiſes his Aſſiſtance to the neighbour 
Princes againſt Labynetus. Theſe Letters Ennus Carries 
to the King, and charges his Father with Treaſon, tho' 


2 


gneſs. 


Revercnce and Modeſty that a Son owes to a Father. 
The King took all theſe Calumnies for Inſtances of 


Ennus's Affection to him, without the leaſt Suſpicion: 


of any Fraud in the Matter : So that without any fur- 


ther Enquiry, he order'd Z/op to be put to Death. The 
Pcrſons to Whom the Care of his Execution was com- 


mitted, being well aſſured of his Innocence, and of the 


- King's ungovernable Paſſions, took him out of the Way, 
and gave it out that he was dead. 


Some tew Days after this, there came Letters ro La- 


. Lynetus from Ainaſis the King of Zgypt, wherein La- 
bynetus was deſir'd by Amaſis, to ſend him a certain 
Architect that could raiſe a Tower that ſhould hang 


in the Air, and likewiſe reſolve all Queſtions. Labynetrs 


Was at a great Loſs what Anſwer to return; and the 
Fierceneſs of his Diſpleaſure againſt Æſop being by this 


time ſomevrhat abated, he would often profeſs, that if 
the parting with one half of his Kingdom could bring 
him to Life again, he would give it. Hermippus and 
others, who had kept him out of the Way, told the 
King, upon the Hearing of this, that 2Eſop was yet 


alive: So they were commanded to bring him forth; 
and he no ſooner appear'd, but he made his Innocence 


fo maniteſt, that Labynetus, in extreme Diſpleaſure and 
Ind gnation, commanded the falſe Accuſer to be put 
to Death with the moſt exquiſite Torments; but 
op, after all this, interceded for him, and obtain'd 
his Pardon, upon a charitable Preſumption, that the 
a Goodneſs and Obligation- would yet 


Upon? 
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Upon A/op's coming again into Favour, he had the 
King of Agypt's Letter given him to conſider of, and 
adviſed Labynetus to lend him for Anſwer, That early 
the next Spring he ſhould have the Satis faction he de- 


fred. Things being in this State, Ap took Ennrs 


home to him again, and ſo order'd the Matter, that he 
wanted neither Counſels nor Inſtructions, nor any other 
Helps or Lights that might diſpoſe him to the leading 


_of a virtuous Life, as will appear by the following Pre- 


ce pts: 

My Son, ſays he, worſhip God with Care and Reve- 
rence, and with à Sincerity of Heart, void of all Hy- 
pocriſy or Oſtentation: Not as if that divine Name and 
Power were only an Invention to fright Women and Chil- 
dren; but know that God is Omnipreſent, True, and 
Almighty. | | 5 

Have à Care even of your moſt private Actions and 
Thoughts ; for God ſees through you, and your Conſcience 
will bear witneſs againſt you. 

It is according to Prudence as well as Nature, to ay 


that Honcur 10 your Parents, that eu expect your Chil- 


dren fnould pay to your. | 

Do all the Good you can to all Men, but in the firſt 
Place to your neareft Relations; and do no Hurt however, 
where you can do no Good, 

Keep a Guard upon your Words as well as upon your 
Actions, that there be no Impurity in either, | 

Follow the Dictates of your Reaſon, and you are ſafe ; 
and have a Care of impotent Affections. 

Apply yourſelf to learn more, ſo long as there is any thing 
left that you do not know, and value good Counſel before 
Money. | | | 

Our Minds muſt be cultivated as well as our Plants ; 
the Improvement of our Reaſon ma'es us like Angeln, 
whereas the Neglect of it turns us into Beaſts. 

There is no permanent and inviolable Good, but Wiſdom 
and Virtue, tho' the Study of it ſrgnifes little without the 
Practice. ; 

Do not think it impoſſible to be a wiſe Man, without 
looking over-/our. Wiſdom makes Men grave, but not 
moroſe or inhuman, 


Keep 
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Keep Faith with all Men. Have a Care of a Lye, as 
you would of Sacrilege. Great Babblers have no regard 


either to Honeſiy or Truth. 


Take Delight in, and frequent the Company of good Men; 


7 for it will give you a Tincure of their Manners. 


Take heed of that vulgar Error, of thinking that there 


is any Good in Evil. It is a Miſtake when Men talk of 


profitable Knavery, or of flarving Honeſty ; for Virtue and 


them. 


Let every Man mind his 
reſtleſs. 


7 Fuſtice carry all that is good and profitable aloug wit 


» 5 : * ? 2p L ; 
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Speak not Ill of any body. You are no more to hear Ca- 
lumnies, than to report them. Beſide that, they wh 
tractiſe the one, commonly love the other. 

Propoſe honeſt Things, follow wholſome Counſels, and leave 


the Event t) God. 


„ 


Let no Man deſpair in Adwverſity, nor preſume in Pro- 
ſerity; for all Things are changeable. | 

Riſe early to your Buſineſs, learn good Things, and ob- 

lige good Men; theſe are three Things you ſhail never 


repent of. 


| Have a Care of Luxury 
 enneſs eſpecially; for Wine, as well as Age, makes a Mais 


41 Child. 


and Gluttony ; but of Drum l- 


teh for the proper Opportunities of doing things; for 
_ erere is nothing well done but what is done in Seaſon. © 


Love and Honour Kings, 


Princes, and Magiſtrates ; for 


he, are the Bands of Society, in puniſhing of the Guilty, 


and protecting the Innocent, 


Theſe, or ſuch as theſe, 
read daily to his Son ; but 
upon them, that he grew 


% 


were the Leſſons that Ah 
ſo far was he from mending 
every Day worſe and worle, 


thewing that it is not in the Power of Art or Diſci- 
pline to rectify a perverſe Nature, or, as Euripides ſays, 


do make a Man wiſe that 


has no Soul. But however, 


according to Neveletus, he came ſoon after to be touch'd 
in Conſcience for his barbarous Ingratitude, and died 
in a raping Remorſe for what he had done. 
The Spring was now at Hand, and LZEſop Was pre- 
pParing for the Task he had undertaken about the Build- 


ing of a Tower in the Ai 
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r, and reſolving all manner of 
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Queſtions : Put, fays our udicious Author, I ſhall {iy 
no more of that roman:ick Part of the Hiſtory, than 
chat he went into Egypt, and acquitted himſelf of his 
Commiſſion to Amaſis with great Reputation. Fron 
thence he went back to Labynetus, laden with Honours 
and Rewards; from whom he got leave once more 
to viſit Greece; but upon Condition of returning to Ba- 
_ 6ylon by the firſt Opportunity. Sa 
When Z/op had aimoft taken the whole Tour ot 
Greece, he went to Deiphos, either for the Oracle's fake, 
or for the ſake of the wie Men who frequented that 
Place. But when he came thither, he found Matters 
to be quite otherwile than he expected, and ſo far from 
deſerving the Reputation they bad in the World for 
Piery, Learning and Wiſdom, that he found them im- 
moral, ignorant, and conceited, and hereupon deliver'd 
his Opinion of them under this Fable : 


I find, ſays he, the Curioſity that brought me hither, 
to be much the Caſe of People at the Sea-lide, that 
« ſee ſomething come huiling roward them a great Way 
off at Sea, and take it at firſt to be ſome mighty Mat- 
; ter, but upon driving nearer and nearer the Shore, it 
| proves at laſt to be on'y a heap of Weeds and Rub- 
! « biſh Sce Fab. 145. | 


The Magiſtrates of the Place tcok infinite Offence at 
| this Liberty, and preſently enter'd into a Conſpiracy 
againſt him, to take away his Lite, for fear he ſhould 
| ive them the ſame Character elſewhere in his Travcls, 
that he had done there upon the Place. It was not ſo 
: fafe, they thought, nor ſo effectual a Revenge to make 
| him away in private; but if they could fo contrive it, 
as to bring him to a ſhameful End under a Form of 
Juſtice, it would better anſwer their Deſign. To which 
Purpoſe, they cauſed a golden Cup belonging to their 
Temple, to be ſecretly convey'd into his Baggage, when 
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1 he was packing up to depart. He was no ſooner out of 
the Town upon his Journey, but he was purſued and 
ay taken by the Officers, and charg'd with Sacrilege. AÆſop 

; deny'd the Matter, and laugh'd at them all for a 
Company of mad Men; but upon the ſearching of 
hi: boxes, they found the Cup, and ſhew'd it to the 
55 | | People, 
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People, hurrying him away to Prifon in the middle of 
his Defence. | | 


They brought him the next Day into Court, where 


* notwithſtanding the Proof of his Innocence, as clear as 
the Day, he was condemned to die; and his Sentence 
Was to be thrown headlong from a Rock, down a ſteep 
Precipice. After his Doom was paſt, he prevailed upon 


them, with much ado, to be heard a few Words, and 


ſo told them the Story of the Frog and the Moule, as 


it ſtands in the Fable. 
This wrought nothing upon the Hearts of the Del- 


_ phians; but as they were bawling at the Executioner to 


diſpatch, and do his Office, MAſop on a ſudden gave 


them the Slip, and fled to an Altar hard by there, in 


hopes the Religion of the Place might have protected 
him; but the Delphians told him, that the Altars of 
the Gods were not to be any Sanctuary to thoſe that 


tobbed their Temples; whereupon he took Occaſion to 
tall them a Fable of a Beetle, who being injur'd by an 


Eagle, found means to draw down Vengeance upon 


her powerful Oppreſſor, notwithſtanding his ſuperior 
Might. 


Now, ſays 2£/op, after the telling of this Fable, you 
are not to flatter yourſelves that the Violators of holy 
Altars, and the Oppreſſors of the Innocent, ſhall ever 
eſcape divine Vengeance. This enraged the Magiſtrates 


to ſuch a Degree, that they commanded the Officers 


immediately to take AÆſop from the Altar, and diſpatch 
him away to his Execution. When AÆAſop found that 
neither the Sanctity of the Place, nor the Clearneſs of 


bis Innocence were: ſufficient to protect him, and that 
be was to fall a Sacrifice to Subornation and Power, 
he gave them yet one Fable more as he was upon the 
Way to Execution: 


There was an old Fellow, ſays he, that had ſpent his 
* wholeLife in theCountry without ever ſeeing theTown; 
he found himſelf weak and decaying, and nothing 


would ſerve, but his Friends muſt needs ſhew him the 
Town once before he died. Their Aſſes were very well 
_* acquainted with the Way, and ſo they cauſed them to 


be made ready, and turned the old Man and Aſſes looſe, 
without a Guide, to try their Fortune. They were 
| « overtaken 
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overtaken upon the Road by a terrible Tempeſt, ſo that 
what with the Darkneſs, and the Violence of the 
Storm, the Aſſes were beaten out of the Way, and 
tumbled with the old Man into a Pit, where he 
hid only Time to deliver his laſt Breath with this Ex- 
clamation: Miſerable Wretch that I am, to be de- 
' ſtroy'd, ſince die I muſt, by the baſeſt of Beaſts, by 
Aſſes! 5 
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And that's my Fate now, continued Æſop, in ſuffer- 
ing by the Hands of a barbarous fſottiſh People, that 
underſtand neither Humanity or Honour; and act con- 
trary to the Tyes of Hoſpitality and Juſtice. But the 
Gods will not ſuffer my Blood to lie unreveng'd, and I 
doubt not, but that in Time the Judgment of Heaven 
will give you to underſtand your Wickedneſs by your 
Puniſhment. He was ſpeaking on, but they puſh'd him 
off headlong from the Rock, and he was daſh'd to pieces 
with the Fall. = | 85 

The Delphians ſoon after this, were viſited with Fa- 
mine and Peſtilence, to ſuch a Degree, that they went 
to conſult the Oracle of Apollo, to know what Wicked- 
neſs it was, had brought thele Calamities upon them. 
The Oracle gave them this Anſwer, That they were to 
expiate for the Death of A/op, In the Conſcience of 
their Barbarity, they erected a Pyramid to his Honour; 
and it is upon Tradition, that a great many of the moſt 
eminent Men among the. Greeks of that Time, went 
atterwards ro Delphes, upon the News of the tragic! 
End of Æſop, to learn the Truth of the Hiſtory ; and 
found upon Enquiry, that the principal of the Conſpir.- 
tors had laid violent Hands upon themſelves, | 

This is the Account which the Greeks have given us 
of Zſop, of his deplorable End, and of the Ae 
which overtook thoſe who were the Occaſion of it. 
But it having been already ſaid, (See pag. xv.) that ſome 
will have ZE/op to be the ſame as Lochman among the 
Perſians, it may not be amiſs to give the Subſtance of 
what the learned Authors of the Univerſal Hiſtory, nov? 
pabibing with great Applauſe, have delivered us in re- 

tion to this Point. Having firſt given that Perſian Sage 
his deſerved Character for Wiſdom, (Vol, II. p. 198, 199.) 

| they 
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1 they ſay; What we have reported, is ſufficient to ſhew 


that there is a ſtrong Reſemblance between the Hiſtory 


' « of Lochman, as reported by the Eaſtern Writers, and 
that of Æſop, as we find it written by the Greexs. 


Both were mean in their Original; both Slayes thro' 
the Severity of Fortune; both famous tor their Wi- 
dom; and both delivered their Maxims in the {ime 

Manner; that is, by way of Apologue. but there 15 
a wide Difference between the Times, in which the 
oriental Authors ſay Lochman lived, and thoſe wacrem 
the Greeks place Aſop. As to the firſt, it is generally a- 
lowed that Lochman lived in the Reign of Solomon; 
whereas Zſop is ſaid to have been cotemporary with 
Craſus King of Lydia, and Solon the Athenian Legiſla- 
tor. From the Hiſtory of their Lives, and the Com- 
pariſon of their Fables, there is all the Reaſon in the 
World to believe that Lochman and ZXſop were the 
ſame Perſon: The Difficulty ſeems to lie here, Whe- 
ther the Greeks ſtole him from the Orientals, or whe- 
ther the Orientals took him from the Greeks, It 
feems moſt natural to believe the former, ſince in ſuch 
Cafes, the Greeks are known to have been notorious 
Thieves, and to have alter'd every Point of ancient 
Hiſtory they were able to turn to their own Advan- 


© tage. Befides, the Apologue was certainly the fa- 


vourite Mode of Teaching in the Eaſt, long before 


that, or any other kind of Learning, was known to 
the Greeks. | 


The ſame Authors give us, among ſeveral others, the 
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following Inſtance of the Wiſdom of Lochman: They 
tell us, That ſtanding one Day in the midſt of a great 


Throng of People, who were greedily liſtening to his - 
wile Precepts, a certain Man of Rank asked him, If he 


was not the black Slave whom he had formerly ſeen 


tending Sheep; and he anſwering in the Affir mative, 


How then, ſaid the Gentleman, have you attained to 


o high a Degree of Virtue? By theſe three eaſy Steps, 
ſays Lochman, I have alway: ſpoke the Truth; I have 
conſlantly kept my Word; and I have never meddled in 


any thing which did not concern me, A Perſian Poet allo 
gEtves the like Story of Lochwan, which we have inſerted 
| of .Eſop in relation to the Figs and warm Water, Sir 
Fon Chardis tells us, that at this Day the Perſians are 
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ſo fond of his Fables, that they are the firſt Things they 
teach their Children, and ſpare no Pains to make them 
enter into, and comprehend their Meaning. And Ma— 
homet himſelf has a whole Chapter in his Koran, in 


xxxiv 


Praiſe of this wiſe Man; which makes his Character 


and Maxims not a little rever'd among the Mahometans 
of all Nations. 

One Paſſage relating to the Duty of Children to Pa- 
rents we ſhall extract from this Chapter, as a proper 
Concluſion to the Lite of Æſop, and an uſeful Pretface 


to the following Collection ot Fables; but vrhich, at 


the ſame Time, was probably borrowed from that ex- 


cellent Commandment of God, Honour thy Father. and 
thy Mother, that thy Days may be long in the Land, which 


the Lord thy God giverh thee. That Paſſage is to this 
Purpoſe: © Remember what Lochman has injoined to 
* Man, to honour his Father and his Mother ; his Mo- 
ther bringeth him forth in Sorrow, and weaneth him 
at two Years old: Be not then forgetful of God's 
Benefits: Honour thy Father and thy Mother; for 
thou ſhalt one Day be judged before God.” 
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An Alphabetical Ix D Ex to the FABLES, 


A pag· | B pag. 
| GE to be honcur'd 175 Bd Cavalier 136 
Ant and Fly 25ͤ Bat and Welle 31 
Ant and Graſs- hopper Bat, Bramble and Cormorant 89 
| 128 Bear and Bees — — 17 
Ape and Dolphin 104 Bee - maſter 102 
Ape and Two Brats 146 Bees and Partridges 5 
Ape elected King 71 Belly and Members 36 
Apples and Horſe-Turds 84 Boar and Fox _ 167 
Arbitrary Eagle 183 Boar and Horſe 39 
Aſſes petition Jupiter 113 Boaſting Mule 72 
Als and Frogs 114 Boy and Falſe Alarms 50 
Aſs and Ungrateful Maſter 19 Boy and Mother. 63 
Aſs and Whelp 13 Boy and Snake Of 
Aſs and Wolf 28 Boy and Fhief 144 
Als, Ape and Mole 20 Boys and Frogs 156 
Aſs carrying an Image 162 Bragging Traveller 56 
Aſs in Lion's Skin 133 Bull and Gnat 184 
Aſs, Lion and Cock 92 Bull and Goat 130 
Aſtrologer adm 61 e 


Ax and Foreſt 35 | - ho 


: Fiſherman's good Luck ibid. 
Fiching in troubled Waters 1o4. 
Flattery unreſtrainable 160 
7 Fowler and Black- bird 62 
Fowler aud Partridge 82 
Fowler and Pigeon 45 


1 C pag. 

N CT and Venus 41 

f City-Mouſe and Country- 

-  Moule 8 

Cock and Fox I55 

Cock and Precious Stone I 

Cocks and Partridges 56 

Collier and Fuller 44 
Conceited Muſician 107 

Covetous Landlord . 54 


Covetous Man «nd Envious 142 
Country-man and Aſs 173 
Country-man and Hawk 147 
Country-man and Hercules 145 
Country- man and Snake 7, 23 


Creatures petition Jupiter 53 

Crow and Dog 108 

Crow and Muſcle 10 

Crow and Pitcher 143 

Curſt Dog — 43 
| D 


| D AW and borrow'd Feathers 25 


Death andOld Man 71,153 
Diſappointed Mtlkmaid 190 


Diſcontented Als. 165 
Dog and Butcher 41 
Dog and Cat 162 
Dog and Maſter 161 
Dog and Shadow 4 
Dog and Thief 18 
Dog and Wolf 46, 73 

Dog, Cock ard Fox 88 

Dog in the Manger 52 
Dog, Sheep and Wolf 23 
Drunkard and Wife 97 

3 
AGLE and Daw _ 51 
Eagle and Fox 48 

FEagle and Owl 126 
Eagle and Rabbets 18 5 
Eagle and Tortoiſe 131 

Fagle, Cat and Sow 181 

F 
Armer and Dogs 47 

Pather and Children 69 
Father and Sons 42 
Fawn and Stag 76 
Fir and Bramble 141 

' Fiſherman and Pipe 70 


IN DUE 


Fox and Bramble pag. 67 
Fox and carv'd Head 25 
Fox and Cock 4 
Fox and Goat | 55 
Fox and Grapes 5 80 
Fox and Hedgehog 147 
Fox and Huntſman 67 
Fox and Raven | 11 
Fox and Stork | 24 
Fox that loft his Tail 66 
Frog and Ox | 27 
Frog, Mouſe and Kite 2 
Frogs and Bulls 157 
Frogs deſire a King 10 
Frogs wwanting Water 87 
Frog turn'd Phyſician 134 
G | 
GArdener and Dog 94 
Gaul'd Aſs and Raven 115 
Gnat and Bee 151 
Gnat and Lion _ 121 
Goat and Vine WT 
Good Luck and Bad Luck 137 
H 
HARE and Sparrow 157 
Hare and Tortoiſe 83 
Hares and Frogs 21 
Hares, Foxes and Eagles 110 
Hedgehog and Snake 150 
Hen ard Swallow 117 
Horſe and Afs 29 
Hound and Maſtiff 106 
Huntſman and Currier 177 
Husbandman and Stork 49 
1 
Gnorant Sca- paſſenger 2 
Impertinent and Philoſopher 16 
Impracticable League 175 


Imprudent young Landlo:d 183 
Induſtry and Sloth I 54, 
Toy and Sorrow 172 
Jupiter ard Ass 


| 124 
Jupiter and Bee 77 
Jupiter and Farmer 171 
Jupiter o#d Herds- man 120 
Jupiter's Two Wallets 179 

| K 

Kinesfiſher | 103 


Kite, Hawk, and Pigeons 17 
L 


| ] Aden Aſs and Horſe 43 


Lame Man and Blind 188 
Lark and Fowler Va 89 
Lark and ber Young 37 
Lion and Aſs | 7 


Lion 
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Lion and Bulls pag. 140 
Lion and Frog 121 
Lion and Man 143 
Lion and Mouſe 13 
Lion and other Beaſts a hunt ing 5 
Lion, Aſs and Fox 116 
Lion, Aſs and Fox a hunting 123 
Lion, Aſs and Hare 152 
Lion, Bear and Fox 3 
Lioneſs and Fox 75 
Lion, Fox and Wolf 96 
Lion in Love 74 
M 
Man and Satyr 145 
Man and Two Wives 86 
Man and Wooden God 68 
Man bit by a Dog 59 
Man 6:t by a Flea 85 


Man of Quality and Lion 6 5 
Man turn'd into a Piſmire 110 


Maſtiff and Aſs 163 
Men and ſuppoſed Sea-wreck 111 
Merchant and Mariner 180 
Mercury and Carpenter 79 
Mercury and Statuary 105 
Mercury and Traveller 62 
Miſer burying Geld go 
Mole and Dam — 84 
Mountain in Labour 19 
Mountebank and Bear 159 
N 
Nutral Bat 32 


Nightingale and Bat 99 
No Pleaſing Every - body 178 
Nurſe and Froward Child 130 


0 
OAE and Willow 127 
Old Crab and Young 132 
O14 Dog and Maſter 19 
Old Lian 12 
One- eyed Stag 5 91 


P Artridges and Setting-Dog 186 


Peacock and Crane 138 


Peacock and Magpye 122 


Pigeon and Crow 129 

Pigeon and Painter 118 

Pigeons and Hawks 153 
R ; 

R Aven and Snake 109 

Raven and Swan 98 

Roaſted Cockles 100 

Ruſtick and River 182 
8 

S Coffer puniſhed 57 

Seamen praying to Saints 174 


Sheep and Crow pag. 52 
Shepherd and young Wolt 95 
Shepherd turn d Merchant 64 


Sick Kite and Mother 14 
Sick Lion and Fox 39 
Skittiſh Horſe 159 
Snake and Crab Tm 
Snake and File 34. 
Splenetick Traveller 109 
Stag and Lion 91 
Stag drinking 33 
Sun and Wind 122 
Swallow and Crow 99 
Swallow and other Birds 1 5 
Swallow and Spider 1.48 
Swan and Stork 149 
1 2 


T Here's no To- Morrow 191 

Thieves and Cock 108 
Three pretended Penitents 1653 
Thunny and Dolphin 59 
Traveller and Graſshoppers 185 


Trumpeter taken Priſoner 45 


Two Cocks fighting 75 
Two Enemies at Sea 60 
Two Friends and Bear 135 


Two Men and Halter 158 
Two Neighbour Frogs 102 
Two Pots 137 
Two Travellers and Money -bag 

101 
Two young Men and Cock 40 
Tyger and Fox 139 

* | 


LJ Ndutiful young Lion 170 
W 


WW 4< SPS in Honey -Pot 77 
Wild Aſs ard T ame 112 


Wolf aud Crane 6 
Wolf and Fox 33 
Wolf and Kid 106, 124 
Wolf aud Lamb 2 
Wolf and Lion | 80 
Wolf and Porcupine 167 
Wolf and Sheep 109 
Wolf and Sick a 165 
Wolf and Sow 15 
Wolf, Kid, and Goat 2 
Wolves ; Sheep and Dogs 35 
Woman and Death 164 
Woman and fat Hen 58 
Woman and Maids 126 
Y 
1 Man and Swallow 78 
Fables in all 2.50 
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FABLE I. 4 Cock and a PRECIOUS STONE. 


S a Cock was ſcratching upon a Dunghill, he 
turn'd up a precious Stone, Well, ſays he, this 
eie, ſparkling Foolery to a Jeweler, Would have 
qo been ſomething ; but to ine, a Barley-Corn is 


% 


Worth an hundred Diamonds. 
DA MoraL. 


7 4 wiſe Man will always prefer Things neceſſary before Mat- 
== ters of Curiofuy, Ornament, or Pleaſure. 
| REFLECTION. 

Tae Moraliſts, as Sir Roger L'Effraiige obſerves, will 
have Hiſiom and Virtue to be meant by the Diamond; 
the Horld, ani the Pleaſures of it, by the Dunghill; and 
by the Cock, a voluptuous Man, who abandons bimſelt 
jo his Luſts, without any regard, either to the Study, 
the Practice, or the Excellency of better things. 

But, adds he, with the Favour of the Ancients, this 
Fable ſcems rather to hold forth an Emblem of Induſtry 
ad Moderation. The Cock lives by his honeſt Labour! 

is ſcraping upon the Dunghill is bur Working in his 
ralling: The precious Stone is only a gaudy Temptation 
brown in his way, to divert him from his Bulinets and 
As Duty: He would have been glad, he fays, of a Bar- 
ey-Corn inſtead of it, and fo caſts it aſide as a thing 


not 
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not worth heeding. This is p:fſing of a true Eſtimate 
upon the Matter, in preferring that which Providence 
has pronounced to be the Staff of Life, before a glitter— 
ing Gew-gaw, that has no other Value than what Va- 
nity, Pride and Luxury have ſet upon it. The Price of 
the Market to a Jeweller in his Trade, is one thing; 
but the intrinſick Worth of a thing to a Man of Senſe 
and Judginent, is another. Nay, that very Lapidary 
himſelf, as the ſame Author obſerves, with a coming 
Stomach, and in the Cock's Place, would have made 
the Cock's Choice. The Doctrine, in ſhort, is, That we 
are to prefer things neceſſary before things ſuperfluous; 
the Comforts and the Bleſſings of Providence before 
the dazling and ſplendid Curiolities of Mode and Ima- 
gination: And finally, that we are not to govern our 
Lives by Fancy, but by Reaſon. 


Fan. 2. A Fox and a Cock. 


I was the hard Fortune once of a Cock to fall into 
the Clutches of a Fox. Reynard wanted to be upon 
his Bones, but yet was deſirous of ſome plauſible colour 
for it. Sirrah, ſays he, what do you keep ſuch a ſcream- 
ing o'nights for, that no body can fleep near you? 
Alas! ſays the Cock, I ſe dom wake any body, but when 
tis time for them to riſe and go about their Buſineſs. 
This is a ſorry Excuſe with me, ſays the Fox; for doſt 
thou not alarm the whole Ncigibourhood fo, that my 
Life is continuallyen danger whenever I prow! this way 
in a Morning? In truth, fays the Cock, that's not my 
Intention whe' I crow. which is only to ſhew my Joy 
for the Diwn of the Day, and to revive the Hearts of 
my Wives. Come. come, ſays Reynard. Foxcs don't live 
upon Dialogues; and *tis time for me to go to Breakfaſt. 
At which Word he gave him a Gripe, and ſo made an 
end both of the Cock and the Story. 8 


Fa B. 2. A Wo LF and a LAMB. 
S a Wolf was lapping at the Head of a Fountain, 


he ſpy'd a Lamb paddling at the ſame time 3 
gocd way off down the Stream, and away he run open 
0 5 mouth to it. Villain, ſays he, how dare you lie muc- 
1 dling the Water that I'm a drinking? Indeed, fays ti 
BG poor Lamb, I did not think that my drinking bay 

OW, 
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low, could have foul'd your Water ſo far above. Nay, 


* ſays t'other, you'll never leave your chopping of. Logick 
till your Skin's turn'd over your Ears. as your Father's 
Was fix Months ago, for prating at this ſaucy rate; you 
remember it full well, Sirrah! If you'll believe me, Sir, 
: quoth the innocent Lamb, with tear and trembling, I 


was not come into the Worid then. Why, thou Impu- 


dence, cries the Wolf, haſt thou neither Shame nor Con- 
| ſcience? But it runs in the Blood of your whole Race, 


Sirrah, to hate our Family; and therefore you ſhill cen 

pay ſome of your Fore-fathers Scores. Ani ſo, without 

any more ado, he tore the poor Lamb in pieces. 
Mon Al of the Two Fables. 

Innocence is no Protectien againſt the arbitrary Cruelty of 
a tyrannical Power; but Reaſon and Conſcience are, how- 
ever, ſuch ſacred Things, that the greateſt Villainies are 
generally cloak'd under the Shadow of thofe Names. 

| REFLECTION. | 
Pride and Cruelty never want a Pretence to do miſ- 


chief. The Plea of Not Guilty goes for nothing againſt 


Power in ill Hands: For Accuſing is Proving, where 
Malice and Force are join'd in the Proſecution. This 
is the lively Image of a perverſe Reaſon of State, ſet 
up in oppoſition to Truth and Juſticez but under the 
auguſt Name and Pretence, however, of both. When 
the Cocks and the Lambs lie at the Mercy of Foxcs 
and Wolves, they muſt never expect better Quarter, eſpe- 
Cial:y, as Sir Roger L'Eſtrange obſerves, where the Heart's- 
blood of the one is the Nouriſhment and Entertainment 
of the other, 


FaB.4 AF ROG, Movsr, ard KITE. 
{4 Here happen'd once a terrible Quarrel betwixt the 
; Frogs and tie Mice, about the Sovereigmy of the 
Fens; and whilſt two of their Champions were diſpute- 
ing it with their utmoſt Might, down comes a Kite pow- | 
dering upon them, and gobbcts up both together. 


FAB.5. A LION, BEAR, and Fox. 

Lion and Bear had fo long fought over a Fawn 
£ which they had kill'd, that they were glad to 
lie down and take breath. In which Inttant, a Fox 
pait.d that Way, and finding how the Cate ſtood with 
wy 3 2 the 
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the two Combatants, he ſeized upon the dead Fawn, 
and ſcamper'd quite 0 with him. The Lion and the 
Bear, not being in Condition to rife and hinder it, paſs'd 
this Reflection upon the Matter: Here we have been wor— 
Tying one another Who ſhould have the Booty, till this 
treacherous Fox h:s bob!//d us both. 
Mona of the Two Fables. 
hen Fools go together ly the Ears, Knaves generally run 
away with the Stakes. 
N | 
This is no more than vrhat we ſee daily in popular 
F.ctions, where pragmatical Feo!s commonly begin the 


Squabbie, and crafty Knaves reap the Benefit of it. There 


15 very rarely any Quarrel, either public or private, whe- 
ther betwixt Perſons or Parties, but A third watches, 
and hopes to be the better for it; and all is but accord- 
ing to the old Proverb, ile two Dogs are fighting for 1 
Bone, a third runs away with it, Tis none of the 
ſighteſt Arguments there/ore in all Diſputes, for the 
Neceſ ity of a common Place, that the Litigants gene- 
rally tear one another in Pieces for the Benefit of ſome 
third TH ſome rapacious Kite, or treacherous Fox, 
Which, either by Strength or by Craft, maſters. or de- 
ceives both Plaintiff and Defendant, and carries away 
the Booty. | | | 
FAB. 6. A Dos and a SHADOW. 


— 


8. 2 Dog was. croſſing a River with a Piece of 
N ©oſh in his Mouth, he > thaw, as he thought, another 
Dog under the Water, upon the very {ime Adventure, 
He never confider'd, that the one was oniy the E of 
the other; bur, out of a Greedineſs to get both, he chop 
at the Shadow, and loſs the Subſtance. 

Mok AL. 
This is the Call e of un reaſoravir and inſatiable? Deſires, 
It what i: cut of their Reach, till they loſe the 
[ty had in Poſſe ion. All covet, all loſe, ſay; ih 


gra 72 
23004 ti; 
Proverd, 


— 550 


REFLECTION: 


How wretched is the Man who knows not when | 


he is well, but paſſes away the Peace and Comfort 0! 


— 


his Life for the gratifying of a fantaſtical Appetite “ 


Humour! Ambition is a Ladder that reaches trom Earth 
to 
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to Heaven; and the firſt Round is but ſo many Inches 
in a Man's Way towards the mounting of all the reſt. 
He is never well till he is at the Top, and when he can 
go no higher, he muſt either hang in the Air, or tall; 
tor in this caſe he has nothing above him to aſpire to, 
nor any Hold left him to come cown by. Avarice is 
always beggarly; for a covetous Man is ever in Want. 
The Deſire of more and more riſes by a natural Gradation 
to moſt, and after that, to all; till in the Concluſion we 


find ourſelves (like Alexander the Great, Who, when he 


had conquer'd the World, wept that there were no more 
Worlds to conquer) ſick and weary of all that is poſſible 
to be had, ſolicitous for ſomething elſe; and then when 
we have ſpent our Days in queſt of the meaneſt things, 
and often at the Feet of the worſt of Men, we find at 
the Bottom of the Account, that all the Enjoyments un- 
der the Sun are not worth ſtruggling for. To return 
to the Fable; Æſop's Dog here, was in the Poſſeſſion of 
a very good Breakfaſt, and he knew very well what he 
had in his Mouth; but till, either out of Levity, Curio- 
tity or Greedineſs, he muſt be chopping at ſomething 
elſe, that he neither wanted nor underſtood, till he for- 
tcited a real Good for an imaginary one; and loſt all for 


A2 Shadow. 


IAB. 7. A Lion and Other Beaſts a hunting. 


2 
5 


g One 
Day; and every one was to go ſhare and ſhacealike 
1G att they took. They p.uck'd down a Stag, and di- 
videa him into four Parts; but as they were entring 
cach upon his Dividend, Hands off, {:ys the Lion, Tits 
Part is mine, by reaſon of my Quality; his, Lecautc I 
took molt Pains for it; this again, becauſe I have Occa- 
non for it; and if you diſpute the fonreh, we mult cen 
puck a Crow about it; So the Moutis of the Contede- 
; rates were all ſtopt, and they went away 25 mute as Fiſhes, 


— 


2. 


Kel 

7 MORAL. 

8 

177 ST | 

2 Unequal Leagues or Alliances are generally to be avcided; 


Jon he who has the Knife, that is to ſay, the Power, in his 


Hand, will commonly be his own Carver. 
REFLECTION. 

Thc Poor and the Weak always lie at the Mercy of the 

ch and the Powerful, ſuch therefore ſhould have a care 

8 how 
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how they engage themſelves in Partnerſhips with Men 
too mighty for them. Find out ſomething, ſays a Court 
 Minion to his humble Suitor: He does ſe; and then, 
upon the Diſcovery, the Courtier ſeizes it for himſelf, 
Now this is only a State-way of fiſhing with Cormo- 
rants. Men in Power plunge their Clients into the Mud 
with a Ring about their Necks; fo that let them bring 
up what they will, nothing goes down with them that 
they ſhall be ever the better for. And when they come, 
in Concluſion, to caſt up the Profit and Loſs of the Pur- 
chaſe, or the Project, what betwixt Force, Intereſt, and 
Complaiſance, the Adventurer eſcapes well, if he can but 
get off ar laſt with his Labour for his Pains. All, in 
ſhort, that the Lion ſays and does in this Inſtance, is but 
according to the Practice of Men in Power in a thouſand 
other Caſes. | 5 


FAB. 8. A WOLF and a CRANE. 


Wolf had got a Bone in his Throat, and promiſed 

a Crane a very conſiderable Reward to help him out 
wita it. The Crane did him the good Office, and then 
claim'd his Promiſe. Why, how now, Impudence! ſays 
the other, Do you put your Head into the Mouth of a 
Wolf, and then, when you've brought it out again ſafe 
and ſound, do you talk of a Reward? Why, Sirrah, you 
have your Hcad again, and is not that a ſufficient Re- 
compence? „„ | 

Mo RAL. 5 

He that has to do with wild Beaſis (as ſome Men are no 
better) and eſcapes with a whole Shin, let him thin! 


himſelf well off. 
| REFLECTION. 


"Tis a nice Buſineſs to determine, how far wicked 
Men in their Diſtraſſes may be reliev'd; how far they 
ought to be reliev'd; and to what Degree of Loſs, La- 
bour and Difficulty, a ſober, a wiſe, and a good Man may 
intcrpole to their Reareſs, He may give, he may lend, 
he may vemure, ſo far es Generoſity and Good-nature 
ſhail prompt hm: provided always that he go no further 
than the Conſcience of the Cauſe or of the Action will 
warrant him. A Man is at Liberty, 'ris true, to do 
many kind and friendiy Offices, which he is not bound 
to do: And if the Largeneſs of his Heart ſhall carry 

| him 


Es O PP's FABLES. 7 
him beyond the Line of neceſſary Prudence, we may | 
only reckon upon it as a more iluſtrious Weaknets. 

1 The Bone in the Throat of the Wolf may be unver- (3 
ſtood of any fort of Pinch or Calamity, either in Body, | 
"> Liberty, or Fortune. How many do we ſee daily, 
gaping and ſtruggling with Bones in their Throats, that 
> when they have gotten them drawn out, have attempted | 
the Ruin of their Deliverers? The World, in ſhort, is 1 
full of Practices and Examples to anſwer the Intent of j 
this Fable, and there are Thouſands of Conſciences that Nh 
will be touch'd with the reading of it, Whoſe Names 
> are not written in their Foreheads. 


FA B. 9. A COUNTRYMAN and a SNAKE. 
- Countryman happen'd one hard Winter to 'ſpy a 
2 Snake under a Hedge, that was half frozen to Death. | 
The good-natur'd Man took it up, and kept it in his | 
Boſom, till Warmth brought it to Lite again; and ſo 
| ſoon as ever it was in Condition to do Miſchief, it bit 
the very Man that ſav'd its Life. Ah, thou ungrateful {'{\ 
= Wretch ! ſays he, Is that venomous Ill-nature of thine 9 
to be ſatisfy'd with nothing leis than the Ruin of thy 1 
Preſerver? | 
| | Morar.. 
He that takes an ungrateful Man into his Boſom, is well 
nigh ſure to be betrayed; and it is not Charity, but 
g to think of obliging the common Enemies of Man- 
ind, | | 
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REFLECTION. 1 

'Tis no new thing for good-natur'd Men to meet with \W 
ungrateful Returns. How many Examples have we ſeen It 
With our own Eyes, of Men that have been relieved out L 
0k ſtarving Neceſſities, which have bereav'd them both 0 
of Spirit and Strength to do Miſchief, who in Requiral A 
have afterwards conſpired againſt the Life, Honour, and | | 
Fortune of their Patrons and Redeemers? Now ail this | 

15 no more than the Proverb in a Fable: Save a Thief 

from the Gallows, and he'll cut your Throat. e —_ 


© Fas. 10. 4 LION and an Ass. * 
A Als was ſo hardy once, as to fall a mopping and 9 
4 bray ing at a Lion. The Lion began at fi: it to fle 6 
1 lus Lceth, and to ſtomach the Affront; but upon 1c- 1 
IT B 4 | cond 1 
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cond Thoughts, Well, ſays he, jeer on, and be an Ao 


ſtill; take Notice only by the way, that 'tis the Baſeneſs 
ot your Character that has ſaved your Carcaſe. 
Monrart. 


It 7s below the Dignity of a great Mind to hold Conteſts 


with People that have neither Quality nor Courage; 
zo ſay nothing of the Folly of contending with a miſerable 
trretch, where the very Competition is a Scandal, 
REFLECTION, 
It does not become a Man of Honour and Wiſdom to 
_ conteſt with mean Spirits, and to aniwer every Fool in 
his Folly. The very Conteſt in this Caſe ſets the Maſter 
and Man upon the ſame Level. And the Lion was in 
the right not to caſt away his Diſpleaſure upon an Als, 
_ wiere there was Reputation to be loſt, and none to be 
gotten. Contempt in ſuch a Caſe as this, is the only 
honouradie Revenge. 


FAB. 11. CITY Movst and COUNTRY Movss. 
Country Mouſe invited a City Siſter of her's to a 
Collation, where ſhe ſpar'd for nothing that the 
Place afforded ; as mouldy Cruſts, Cheeſe-Parings, muſty 
Oarmeal, ruſty Bacon, and the like. The City Dame was too 
Well bred to find Fault with her Entertainment; but yet 
repreſented, that ſuch a Life was unworthy of a Merit 
tk2ncr's; and letting her know how ſplendidly ſhe hiv'd, 
invited her to accompany her to Town. The Country 
Mouſe conſented, and away they trudg'd together, and 
about Midnight got to their Journey's End. The City 
Moute ſtcwcd her Friend the Larder, the Pantry, the 
Kitchen, and other Offices where ſhe laid her Stores; 
and after this, carried her into the Pariour, where they 
found, yet upon the Table, the Reliques of a mighty 
Entertainment of that very Night. The City Mouſe 
ar v'd her Companion of what ſhe liked beſt, and fo 
to it they fell upon a Velvet Couch. The Country Moule, 
Who ha] never {een nor heard of ſuch Doings before, 
bleſo'd her ſelf at the Change of her Condition; when, as 
ill Luck would have it, all on a ſudden the Doors flew 
open, and in comes a Crew of noiſy Servants of both 
Sexes, to feaſt upon the Dainties that were left. This 
put the poor Mice to their Wit's End how to fave their 
ins; the Stranger eſpecially, who had never * n 
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ſuch Danger before: but ſhe made a Shift however for 
the preſent to {link into a Corner, where the lay trembling 
and panting till the Company went away. As foon as 
ever the Houle was quiet again; Well! my Court Siſter, 
ſays ſhe, if this be the Sauce to your rich Meats, I'll een 
back ro my Cottage, and my mou:dy Cheeſe again; tor 
I had much rather lie knabbing of Cruſts, without Fear ' 
or Hazard, in my own Hole, than be Miſtreſs of all the Ny 


Delicates in the World, and ſubject to ſuch territying | hy 
Alarms and Dangers. | | \ 
| Mon Al. | 

This Fable ſhews the Difference between a Court and a 1 
Country Life : The Delights, Innocence, and Security of \ 
the one, compar'd with the Anxieiy, Volupruouſneſs and 1 
Haxarils of the other. | | 0 

| REFLECTION. ij 

How infinitely {ſuperior are the Delights of a private i: 
Life to the Noiſe and Buſtle of a pubiic one! Innocence, 5 
Security, Meditation, good Air, Health and unbroken 1 
Reſt, are the Bleſlings ot the one; While the Rages of | | 
Luſt and Wine, Noiſe, Hurry, Circumventiion, Falte- } 
hood, Treachery, Confudon, and ill Heaith are the con- = 
{tant Attendants of the other. 8 — 
The Splendor and the Luxury of a Court are but a 1 
poor Recompence for the iliviſh Attendances, the in- 1 
vidious Competitions, and the mortal! Dfappoim ments 1 
that accompany it. The uncert.in Farour of Princes, 0 
and the Envy of thof: who judge by Hearſty or Ap- ö 
pearance, without either Reaſon of Truth, make even 1 
the beſt Sort of Court Lives miterable. Te ſuy nothing i} 
of the innumerable Temptations, Vices and Exceſſes of " 
a Life of Pomp and Picaſure. Let a Man but fer the of 
pleaſing of his Palate againſt the Surfe'rs of Gluttony {a} 
and Exceſs; the f{tirving of his Mud agamſt a pamper'd 1 
Carcaſe; the reſtleſs Im dortunities of Ta's-bearers and 1 
Back friends againſt fair Words and Proteſſions only | 1 
krom the Teeth outwards: let him, I £y, but fit the «Ml 
one in Balance againſt the other, and he ſhall find himfeif bh 
miſerable, even in the very Height of his Delights. il 
To fay all in a Word; Let him but {er the Comforts of a 9 
Lite ſpent in Noiſe, Formality and Tumult, againſt the 0 


Bleſſings of a Retreat with Competency and Fizcdom, | 
and then caſt up his Account. | 5b 
os B 5 What 4 


— —ũ—ũ4ũäũ— f1ʃ— ——ñꝛñꝝ.ꝛ — — 


10 A$Sor's FABLES. 


What Man then, that is not ſtark mad, will volunts- 
rily expole bimſelf to the imperious Brow-beatings 
and Scorns of great Men! To have a Dagger ſtruck to 
his Heart in an Embrace! To be torn to Pieces by Ca- 
lumny; nay, to be a Knave in his own Defenee! For 
tie Honeſter the more dangerous in a vicious Age, and 
where *tis a Crime not to be like the Company. Men of 
that Character are not to be read and underſtood by their 
Wor.!s, but by their Intereſts; their Promiſes and Prote- 
ſtations are no longer binding than while they are pro- 
fitable to them. 

After all, to keep the Fable more cloſely in View, 
let a Man, with the Country Mouſe, reflect on the 
Peace and Safety of a rural Retirement, and prefer, it 
he can, the Inſecurity, Noiſe and Hurry of a more 
exalted Fortune. : 


„ FAB. 12. 4A CRow and a MuscLE: 


Muſcle, and could not tor his Heart break the Shel! 
to come at the Fiſh. A Carrion Crow in the interim 
comes up, and adviſes him to take the Muſcle up in 
the Air as high as he could carry it, and then let it fall 
upon a neighbouring Rock; and its own Weight, ſays 
he, ſhall break it. The Royſfoner took his Advice, and it 
ſucceeded according'y; but while the one was upon Wing, 
the other ſtood lurchiny upon the Rock, and flew away 
with the Fiſh, 


() N E of your Royſton Crows lay battering upon a 


Moral. | 

If a ſelſiſu Man gives his Neighvour good Advice, tis ten 
to one but he has ſome End in it. 

REFLECTION, | 

Men of Frankneſs and Simplicity are the moſt eaſily 


impoſed upon, where they have Craft and Treachery to 


deal withal, The Impoſture, in Truth, can hardly mil- 
carry, where there is à full Confidence on the one Side, 
and a plaulivle Diipolition on the other; wheretore 'tis 
good to be wary, but ſo as not to be inexorable, where 


there is but any Place for Charity itſelf to hope for bet- 


ter Things: Not but that a ſupine credulous Facility 


ex poſes a Man to be both a Prey and a Laughing-ſtock at 


once. Tis not for us io judge of the good Faith ot 
Mens Intentions, but by the Light we receive from their 
| Fa eee e 
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Works. We may ſet up this for a Rule however, that 
where the Adviſer is to be evidently the better for the 
Council, and the Adviſtd in manifeſt Danger to be worſe 
for it, there is no meddling. The Crow's Council was 
good enough in itſelf, but it was given with a fraudulent 
Intention. | | | 


FAB. 13. 4 Fox and a RAVEN. 


Fox ſpy'd out a Raven upon a Tree with a Morſe] in 


his Mouth, that ſet his Chops a watering ; but how 
to come at it was the Queſtion. Oh thou bieſſed Bird! 
ſays he, the Delight of Gods and of Men! — and ſo he 
lays himſelf forth upon the Gracefulneſs of the Raven's 
Perion, and the Beauty of his P:umes : his admirable Gitt 
of Augu y, c. And now, tays the Fox, if thou haſt 


but a Voice anſwerable to the reſt of thy excellent. 


Qualities, the Sun in the Firmament could not ſh:w the 
World ſuch another Creature. This nauſeous Fiattery 
ſets the Raven a gaping as wide as ever he could ſtretch, 


to give the Fox a Taſte of his Quail Pipe; bur, upon. 
the opening of his Mouch. he drops his Breaktait; Which 
the Fox pretentiy chopr up, and then bad him remember, 


that whatever he had ſaid of his Beauty, he had ſpoken 
nothing yet of his Brains. | 
MoRAL, 

There is hardly. any Man living that may not be wrought 
upon more or leſs by Flattery; for we do all of us na- 

 Turally overween in our own tavour. But when it comes 
to be applied once to à vain Fool, there is no End that 
can be pro pos d to be attain'd by it, but may be effected. 

REFLECTION. | 

Flattery calls good Things by ill Names, and ill by 
good; but it will never be out of Credit, ſo long as 
there are Knaves to give it, and Fools to take it. 

It is in itſelf an unmanly (laviſh Vice; but it is much 
worſe yet for the Alliance it has to Hypocrily ;. for while 
we make other People think better of rhemſelues than 
they deſerve, we make them think better of #s. too than 
we delerve ; For Seit-love and Vanity on the one hand 
aſliſts the Falſeneſs and Confidence on the other, while 
it ferves to confirm weak Minds in the Opinion they 
had of themſelves before; and makes them Partie, ef- 
> tectually, in a Conſpiracy to their own Ruin, The only 
3 B 6 Be ne fit 
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Benefit or Good of Flattery is this; that by hearing what 
We are not, we may be inſtru ted what we ought to be. 


FAB. 14. % Op Lie. 


Lion that in the Days of his Vouth and Strength had 
been very outragious and cruel, came in the BN 

to be reduced, b) 000 Age and Infirmity, to the lat 
Degree of Contempt; b ed that all the Beaſts 5 

the Foreſt, ſome out of Inſolence, others in Revenge, 
fell upon him by Conſent. He was a miſerable Crea- 
ture to all Intenrs and Parpoles ; but nothing went ſo 
near the Heart of him in his Diſtreſs, as to find himiclr 
batter'd by the Heel of an Ais, | | 

Mon AL. 

A Prince who does not ſecure Friends to himſelf while he is 
in Power and Condition to olige them, muſt never ex- 
ped to find Friends when he is no longer able to do them 
ang Good. 


: REFLECTION. 

The Cate of this miſerable old Lion may ſerve to put 
great Men in Mind that the Wheel of Time and of Fortune 
is till rolling, and that they tnemicives are to lie down at 
Iaft in che Grave with common Duſt; and without any 
thing 0 ſupport them in their Age, but the Reputation, 
Virtue end Conſcience of a well-ſvent Vouth. But 
there are none yet that fall ſo unpit:ed, ſo juſt, ſo ne- 
cory, god 46 grateful a Sacrifice to the Rage and Scorn 
common People, as thoſe that have raited themſelves 
upon the Spoils ot the Public; eſpeciay when that Op- 
preſſian is aggravated Vith a wanton Cruclty, and with 
Biogd and Kapine, for the very Love of Wickedneis. 

Tc Lions hero upon his Death bed, and may be com- 
per'd to a great Ni. in in Dif: grace; not a Friend left him, 
nor fo. mach as am Enemy, with either Fangs or Claws, 
that does not Kind gaping. and waiting for a Collop of 


Yr 


him. Here ke {ies taint; poor, and de Fenealek,. ſtung 
* 


in his cwn Theughes with the guilty Remembrance of 
the Pride and Riot 6f his Youth. All his Sins, as well 
as all is Advertiries, his Frauds and Cruelties, broken 
Vows, Mts and Contracts, his Tyranny and Hypo- 
criiy, and the Iniquity, in fine, of all his Counteis and 
Tracticcs for the Ruin of the Guiitleſs, flying in his 
Face, Ana, to complete his Milery, he finds himſelf 


reduced 
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reduced ſo low, as to be forced to bear the Kicks and 

laſults of the moſt deſpicable Brutes of the Field; and 
no one to aſſiſt, or even to pity, him. Let the inſo- 

lent Great Men of the World think of this in the Height 


of their Proſperity, and tremble ! 


FAB. 15. An Ass and a W HELP. 
Gentleman had a Favourite Spamiel, that would be 


ſtill toying and leaping upon him, and playing a 


tnoutand Gambo's, which the Maſter was well enough 
pleasd withat 3 inſomuch that an Als in the Houte, 
that thought himſelf coarſely uſed, would needs go the 


ſame gamelome way to work, to curry Favour for him- 


ſelf; but he was quickly given to underitand, with a 

good Cudgel, the Difference betwixt the one Playteliow 

and the other. | 
Mon AL. 

People who live ty Example, fHould de well to look Very 
narrowly into the Force and Authoritv of the Pre- 
cedent: For that may become one Man. which would 
be iuſufferable in anothor, under different Circunftances, 

REFLECTION. 

All Creatures have ſomething in them peculiar to 
their ſeveral Species; and that Practice is ſtill the beſt 
which is moſt conſonzn* to the Nature of them, by a 
common Inſtinct. The Faverings of an Ais ere as un- 
natural as the Brayings Would be of a Dog. He that 
follows Nature is never out of his Way; and that which 
is beſt for every Man, is tet for him too. He does it 
with Eaſe and Succeſs, whereas 2 Imitation is ſervile 
and ridiculous. 


FA B. 16. 4 LiIo and a Mobs E. 


A Generous Lion having got into his Clutches a poor 
Mouſe, at her earn: & Supplication let her go. A few 
Days after, the Lion being hamper*d in a Net, found 
the Benefi of his former Mercy; for this ver Mouſe in 
his Diftrois, remembring the Favour done her, ſet herſelf 
to work upon the Coup'ings of the Net, gnaw'd the 
Threads to Pieces, and {o deliver'd her Preſerver. 
MORAL, | | | 
It holds through the whole Scale of the Creation, that the 
Great and the Little have need one of another. 
REFLECTIONs 
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REFLECTION, | 

There is nothing ſo little, but Greatneſs may cone 
to ſtand in need of it, and therefore Prudence and Dil. 
cretion ought to have a Place in Clemency, as well as 
in Piety and Juſtice ; tis doing as we would Le done by. 
And the Obligation is yet ſtronger, when there is Gra- 
titude as well as Honour and Good-nature in the Cafe, 
The Generoſity of the Lion, and the Gratitude of the 
Mouſe ; the Power, the Dignity, and the Eminence of 
the one, and the Meanneſ of the other, do all concur 
to. the making of.this a very. inſtructive. Fable. For, 
here is a Recommendation of Clemency and Wiſdom 
both in one: For the Lion, in. ſparing the Lite of the 
Mouſe, {ſaved his own; and has left us in this Fable an 
Inſtance of a gratefui Beaſt that will ſtand upon Record 
to the Confuſion of many an ungrateful Man. No Feſh, 
in fine, can be ſo great, as not to tremble under the 
Force and Conſequences of this Precedent, 


Fas. 17. A Sick KITE and her Mor HER. 


RAY, Mother, fays a lick Kite, give over theſe idle 
Lamentations, and let me rather have your Prayers. 


Alas! my Child, ſays the Dam, to which of the Gods 


- ſhall I pray, for a Wretch that has robb'd all their Altars? 
MoraL.- ES 

Nothing but the. Conſcience of a virtuous Life can make 

Death eaſy to us;  herefore there is no truſting to the 

Diſtraction of an agonizing. and a dearh-bed Repeutance. 

REFLECTION. | 

The Kite's death-bed Devotion and Repentance works 
like the Charity and Piety of a great many Penitents we 
meet with in the World; who, after the robbing ot 
Temples, the profaning of Altars, and other. Violences 
of Rapine and Oppreſſion, build an Hoſpital, perhaps, 
or {ome little Alms-Houſe, out of the Spoils of Wi.'ows 
and Orphans, put up a Bi! for the Prayers of the Con- 
gregation, wipe their Mouths, and all is well again. 
But 'tis not for a wicked Life to truſt the Hazards of 
an uncertain Sate and Diſpoſition at the Point of Death. 
Grace muſt be. very ſtrong in theſe Conflicts, wholly 
to vanquiſh the Weakneil's of diſtreſſed Nature. That 
certainly is none of the Time to make choice of tor the 
great Work of reconciling ourſelves to Heayen, when 

| we 


- 4 > ina 
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we are divided and confounded betwixt an Anguiſh of bi 


Body. and of Mind: And the Man is worſe than mad, | 
that ventures his Salvation upon that deſperate Iflue, "ol 
Beſides, People in that Condition do but diſcharge them- | i 


ſelves of burdenſome Reflections, as they do of the Cargo '/ 
of a Ship at Sea that has ſprung a Leak; every thing is [jj 
done in a Hurry, and Men only part with their Sins in : | 
the one Caſe, as they do with their Goods in the other, \j 
to fiſh them up again, ſo ſoon as the Storm is over. = 


Fas. 18. 4 SWALLOW and other BiRDs. 0 

A Swallow (a Bird famous for Forelight) ſeeing a 4 
Country Fellow ſowing Hemp in his Grounds, | 

call a Company of little Birds about her, and telling [1h 
them what the Man was about, and that the Fowlers 1 
Nets and Snares were made with Hemp or Flax, adviſed Wh 
them to pick it up in time, for fear of the Conſequence, bl 
They neglected the Advice till it took root; and then wil 
again, till it was ſprung up into the Blade. Upon this, . 
the Swallow told 'em, that it was not yet too late ta || 
prevent the Miſchief, if they would but ſer heartily about ö 
it; but finding that no heed was given to what ſhe ſaid, 
ſhe e en bade adieu to her old Companions in the Woods, 
and betook herſelf to a City-Life, and to the Converſa- 
tion of Men. This Flax and Hemp came in time to be 
gather d and wrought; and it was this Swallow's For- 
tune to ſee ſeveral of the very Birds ſhe had forewarned, 
taken in Nets made of the Stuff; and then, tao late, 
they became ſenſible of the Folly of ſlipping their 
Opportunity. | | | 
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MoraL. 
Wiſe Men read Effects in their Cauſes; but Fools will not _ 
believe them till tis too late to prevent the Miſchief. 4 
c REFLECTION. i 


Many great Evils have happen'd, as well to States as 4 
private Perſons, by neglecting to take timely Precautions i 
to prevent them, The greateſt Miſchiets have often W 
taken their Riſe from very ſmall Beginnings ; but meet- 4 
ing with no Check in their firſt Appearance, have ſoon i 
carry d all before them. The Ortoman Hiſtory, to name no | 
other, affords many fignal Inttances of this; an! a few * 
Hours have ſeen the greateſt Prince in the World, for 0 


- want of timely Caution, tumbled from a Throne to a 1 
= | Priſon, 'F 
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Priſon, The Doctrine may be extended alſo to forewrarn 
us againſt cheriſhing the firſt Temptations to Vice, Which 
not check d in time, it takes root, over - ſpreads the whgl« 
Mind, and perhaps ends in our utter Ruin, Little Pro. 
gnoſticks are not to be diſregarded, when the Conlequen- 
ces which they forebode are likely to be fatal. 


FAB. 19. The FROGs deſire à2 KING. 
HE Frogs grown weary of Liberty, petition Fu- 
| piter for a King. Jupiter, to try them, threw them 


. down a Log for their Governor; which, upon the firſt 


Daſh, frighted them all into the Mud; nor durſt they 
for ſome time look out, till one Frog, bol-!er than the 
reſt, put up his Head, and looking about him, behe'd 


how quiet their new Prince lay. Upon this he calls hi; 


Fellow- Subjects together, tells them the Caſe, and no- 
thing would ſerve them then, but riding a- top of him; 
inſomuch that the Dread they were in before, is no 
turn'd into Infolence and Tumult. This King, they 
ſaid, was too tame for them, and Jupiter mutt neeas 
be entreated to ſend them another: He did ſo, and jent 


among them a Stork, wao toon reveng'd the Cauſe of 


King Log, and devourd as many of his new Subjects as 


came in his way. The Remainder of the mite: able 


Crew petition'd again for a new King. or to be icſtor'd 
to their former State; but were told, that they had 
brought all theſe EKvils upon themſelves; and as the 
Stork was ſent for their Punſhment, they mult bear ir 


\ 


as well as they could; for there vas no Remedy bur 


Patience. 


MoR AL. 


No State of Life can pleaſe a dicentented Mind. Such 


People as know not when they are well. and covet Change, 
can only blame themſelves, if that Change makes their 
Condition worſe. | | 

| REFLECTION. 

This Fable ſets forth in cvery Part but that of the 
Log, the Condition of the Jraelites, who not contented 
with the Theocracy under Which they had the Happi- 
neſs to live, woul needs nave a King, in Imitation of 


the neighbouring Nations Their Deſire was compiy'd 


with, and in King Sau! God {ent them a Stork, who, 
after a While, made them ſenlible of their Folly, 


n 
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| ſing, and to have no Reaſon to lament that Unſteadineſs 
and Uneaſineſs of Temper which often ſubjects Mankind 
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We ſhould learn to be contented in our preſent State, 
be it what it will; for a Defire of Change once pollei- 
ling the human Mind, it knows not the End of it. God 


certainly knows what is beſt for us, and a Relignation 


to his Providence is the ſureſt way to obtain his Bleſ{= 


to the greateſt Misfortunes; and makes them, in aſpiring 


alter a new Condition, wiſh themſelves once again re- 


ſtor'd to their firſt, 


Fap. 20. The KTrE, Hawk, and PIGEONS. 


HE Pigeons finding themſelves perſecuted by the 
_ Kite, made choice of the Hawk for their Guardian, 


The Hawk ſets up for their Protector; but under the 


Countenance of that Authority, initead of carrying on 
a War with the Kite, makes more Havock in the Dove- 
houſe in two Days, than the Kite could have done in as 
many Months. | 


MoRaAL. 


*Tis a dangerous thing for People to call in a powerful and. 


ambitious Man for their Protector. 

+: REFLECTION: 
The Eyvils we know, are oftentimes much better to 
be borne, than to ſeek Redreſs where the Damage may 


be much greater. How many Perſons have had Reaton 
to wiſh they had rather borne the Inſults of a pow- 
ertul Neighi:our Kite, than to ſeek Redreſs from the 
more rapacious Lawyer Hawk ? 


To proceed to higher Points; how many Nations 


3 have had Reaſon to with they had borne the {maller In- 
uns of Power in their lavytul Princes, rather than have 


F'ccourſe to Arms, or, to be nearer the Fable, to the 


Protection of a foreign Power, which ſeldom, in this 
Cate, falls to deſtroy the Independency and Liberty of 
F fol? who put themſelves under its Protection? Let 
our old Hiſtories tell us what our ancient Britons ſut- 
3 ter'd pure.y from this Cauſe, from the Picts down to- 
che Saæxons, the Danes, and the Normans, not to name, 
e might do, other more recent Iaſtances. 


Fas, 
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FAB. 21. A DOG and a THIE F. 


S a Gang of Thieves were at work to rob a Houſc, 
a Maſtiff took the Alrm, and fell a barking : One 
ot the Company ſpoke him fair, and would have ſtopt 
his Mouth with a Cruſt. No, ſays the Dog, this will 
not do, for Il take no Bribes to betray my Maſter; nor 
will I, for a Piece of Bread in Hand, forteit the Eaſe, 

Satisfaction and Liberty of my whole Life. 
Mon Al. | | 
Fair Words, Preſents, and Flatteries, are always to be ſu- 

ſpected to cover à baſe and wicked Intent. 
| REFLECTION. 

When ace up a Fir ot Kindneſs all of a ſud- 
den, and appear to be better natur'd than uſual, *tis diſ- 
creet to ſuſpect Fraud, and to lay their Words and their 
Practices together. This Moral reaches to all ſorts of 
Truſtees whatſocyer, whether they be Counſellors, Con- 
fidents, Favourites, Officers, Soldiers, Traders, or what you 
will; for there are good and bad of all Kinds and Pro- 
feſſions. So that Æſop's Dog is a Reproach to falſe Men in 
general, and a good Leſſon to Servants of all Denomina- 
tions, not to part with their Honeſty for a ſordid Bribe; 
which will in the End ſubject them to-never-ceaiing 
Remorſe, and the Stings of a wounded Conſcience. 


FAB. 22. A WoLF and a SOW. 


Wolf very kindly offer'd to take care of the Litter 
of a Sow that was juſt ready to lye down. The 


Sow as civilly thank'd her for her Love, and defir'd ihe 


would be pleas'd to ſtand off a little, and do her the 
good Office at a Diſtince, the greater the better. 
Mo RAL. | 


There are no Snares ſo dangerous as thoſe which are laid for 


us under the Name of good Offices. 
REFLECTION, 

A wiſe Man will keep himſelf upon his Guard againſt 
the whole World, more eſpecially againſt a known Ene- 
my; but moſt of all, againſt that Enemy who appears 
in the Shape of a Friend. The lying-down Sow would 
have made a very bad Choice to have taken the Wolt 
for her Nurſe. 


FAB. 
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FAB. 23. A MoUNTAIN i Labour. 


Rumour went that the Mountain was in Labour, 

and all the Neighbourhood got together to fee what 

2 monſtrous Iſſue ſo great a Mother would bring forth; 

when, behold ! of a ſudden, out ran a ridiculous Mouſe. 

Mon AL. | 

Nothing ſo much expoſes a Man to Ridicule, as when, by 

vain Bluſters, he raiſes the Expectation of all around 
him, and falls ſhort in his Performances. 

REFLECTION. | 


What are all the extravagant Attempts and Enter- 


prizes of vain Men in the World, but Morals, more or 
leſs, of this Fable? What are mighty Pretences under- 
taken without Conſideration, and brought to no Effect, 
but the Vapours of a Diſtemper, that, like ſickly Dreams, 
have neither Iflue nor Connection? And the Diſappoint- 
ment to the Undertakers is not all neither; for Men be- 
come ridiculous, inſtead of formidable, when this Tym- 
pany is found to end in a Blaſt, and their Mountain pro- 
duces only a Mouſe. We could give many recent Inſtan- 
ces of Attempts that would fall under the Laſh of this 
Fable, but chuſe to decline ſo invidious a Task. 


FAB. 24. An Ass ond an UNGRATEFUL MASTER, 
Poor Aſs, that what with Age and hard Labour, was 


worn to the Stumps, had the lil-hap eac Day to 


inake a falſe Step, and to fall down under his Load: 
His Driver immediately falls upon him, and beats him 
almoſt to Death for it. This, ſays the Ass, is according 
to the Courſe of the ungratefu! World: One caſual 
Slip is enough to weigh down the faithful Services of 


a long Lite. 


Fah. 25 An OLD Dos and his MASTER. 


A N Old Dog, that in his Youth had led his Maſter 
many a merry Chaie, and done him all the Offices 

ora truſty Servant, came at laſt, upon tailing from his 
Speed and Vigour, to be loaden at every turn with 
Bloves and Reproaches for it, and at laſt turn'd quite out 
of Doors. Why, Sir, ſays the Dog, my Will is as good 
as ever, but my Strength is gone; and you might with 
as much Juſtice hang me up becauſe I'm old, as beat 
me becauſe I'm impotent. Co Moraz; 
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Mon of the Two Fables. 
It is a barbarous Inhumanity in great Men to old Serv ani, 
not to allom the paſt Services of their Strength and 
Youth capable of atoning for the Failings natural to 
Age; and to an Age perhaps that has been haſten d on 
by hard Lavour and Zeal in their Service, 

REFLECTION. Ws 
Theſe Fables are a Reproof to the ungratefu! Cruelty 
of thoſe who will neither forgive one Siip, nor 1c Werd 
a thouſand Scrvices, but take more Notice of a Pa: ti- 
cular umucky Accident, than of a general laudable Prac. 
tice: But one Stumble is enough to deface the Character 
of an honourable Life And this is found in Govern: 
ments, as well as in Courts and private Families; with 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes, as well as in States. 

Tis a miſerable Thing when faithful Serv:nts fall into 
the Hands of ſuch inſenſible and unthinktul Matters; 
fach as value Services only by the Profit they bring 
them, without any Regard to the Zeal, Faith, and At- 
fections of the Heart, and pay them with Blows and 
Reproaches in their Age, for the Uſe, Strength and In- 
duſtry of their Youth. Nay, human Fraiity itlelf is 
imputed to them for a Crime, and they are treated 
worſe than Beaſts, for not being more than Men. Herc 1s 
an od drudging Cur turned off to ſhitt for himſelf, tor 
want of the very Teeth and Heels that he had loſt in 
his Maſter's Service: Nay, it he can but come off for 
ſtarving too, it piſl:s for an Act of Mercy. It ma ve 
a Que ſtion now, Whether the Wickednets, or the Im- 
prudence of thus In quity, be the more pernictous? For, 
over and above the Inhuman'ty, 'tis a Doctrine of. 
Conſequence: to the Maſter himieif, to ſhew the World 
how 1mpoſſiible a Thing it is for a Servant to Obige 
and pieaie him: Nay, it is ſome ſort of Temptati n 
allo to Impiety and Inzuſtice, When, Virtue and Duty 
come to. be made dangerous. 


FAB. 26. An Ass, an APE, and a MoLE. 

N Aſs and an Ape were conferring Grievances. The 

Aſs complain'd mightily for want of Horns, and 
tar Ape Was as much troubled for want of a Tal. 
Hod your Tongues both of ye, ſays the Mole, and be 
thankful tor what you have, tor the poor blind Moles 
are in a worſe Condition than either of ye, Fs. 
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FA B. 27. The EHI ARE s and the FROGS. 
| NCE upon a Time the lares found themſclves 


mightily unſitisfied with the milcrable Condition 


they lived in. Here we live, {iys one of them, at the 
Mercy of Men, Dogs, Eagles, and I know not how 
many other Creatures, Which prey upon us at Plęeaſure; 
perpetually in Frights, perpetually in Danger; and there- 


fore J am abſolutely of Opinion, that we had better die 


once for all, than live at this Rate in a continual Dread 
that's worſe than Death it elf. The Motion was ſeconded 
and debated, and a Reſclution immediately taken, One 
and All, to drown themſelves. The Vote was no 
ſooner paſs'd, but away they ſcudded with that Determi- 


| nation to the next Lake. Upon this Hurry there leapt 


a whole Shoal of Frogs from the Bank into the Water, 
for fear of the Hares. Nay then, my Maſters, ſays one 


of the graveſt of the Company, pray let's bave a little 
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Patience. Our Condition, I find, is not altogether ſo 


bad as we fanſy'd it; for there are thoſe, you ſee, that 

are as much afraid of us, as we are of others. 

| Mon of the Two Fables. 

There is no contending with the Orders and Decrees of Pro- 
vidence. He that made us, knows what is fitteſt for us; 
and every Man's own Lot (well underſcood and managed) 
?5 undouviediy the beſt. | 

REFLECTION, | 
Since Nature provides for the Neceſſities of all Crea- 
tures, and for the Well- being of every one in its kind: 
and fince it is not in the Power of any Creature to make 
itſelt other than what by Providence it was delign'd to 
be; what a Mad: .cfs is it to wiſh ourſelves other than 
what we are, and what we muſt continue to be? Every 

Atom of the Creation has its Place atli;;ned: Every 

Creature has its proper Figure, and there is no diſpute— 

ing win Him thir made it io. Why have I not this? 

and, Why have I not that? are Queſtions tor a Philoſo- 
pher of Bediazz to ask; and we may as well cavil at 
the Motions of the Heavens, the Viciffitude of Day and 

Night, and the Succetlion of the Seaſons, 3s cxpoſtulate 

with Providence upon any of the reſt of Go4's Works, 


The Af would have Horns, the Ape would have a Tail, 


and the Hares would be free from thole Terrors which, 
| timid 
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timid as they are, they give to others: But the Mole on 
the one hand, and the Frogs on the other, ſhew that 
there are others as miſerable as themſelves. 

It may ſeem to be a kind of a malicious Satisfaction 
that one Man derives from the Misfortunes of another. 
But the Philoſophy. of this Reflection ſtands upon an— 
other Ground; for our Comfort does not ariſe from 
other People's being miſerable, but from this Inference 
upon the Balance, That we ſufter only the Lot of hu- 
man Nature: And as we are happy or miſerable, com- 
"pokes with others, ſo other People are miſerable or 

appy, compared with us; by which Juſtice of Proyi- 
dence, 'we come to be convinc'd of the Sin, and the 
Miſtake of our Ingratitude. What would not a Man 
give to be eas d of the Gout or the Stone? Or, ſuppoſing 
an incurable Poverty on the one hand, and an incurable 
Malady on the other, why ſhould not the poor Man 
think himſelf happier in his Rags, than the other in his 
Purple? But the rich Man envies the poor Man's Health, 
without conſidering hie Vant; and the poor Man envies 
the other's Treaſure, without conſidering his Diſeaſes, 
What is an ill Name in the World, to a good Conſcience 
within one's ſelf? And how much leſs miſerable, upon 
the Wheel, is one Man that is innocent, than another un- 
der the ſame Torture that is guilty? The only Way for 


HFares and Aſſes, is to be thankful for what they are, 


and what they have, and not to grumble at the Lot that 
they muſt bear in ſpite of their Teeth. 


FA B. 28. A WOLF, KI D, and GO Ar. 


Goat going out one Morning, charg'd her Kid, upon 

her Bleſſing, not to open the Door till ſhe came 
back, to any Creature that had not a Brard. The Goat 
was no ſooner out of fight, but up comes a Wolf to 
the Door, that had over-heard the Charge, and in a 
fmall Pipe calls to the Kid to let her Mother come in. 
The Kid ſmelt out the Roguery, and bad the Wolf ſhew 
his Beard, and the Door ſhou!d be open to him. 

Mor AL. 
There never was a Hypocrite fo diſguis d, but he had ſom? 
Mark or other to be known by, 


REFLEC® 
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| REFLECTION. | 

Here is Prudence, Caution and Obedience recom- 
mended to us in the Kid's Refuſal to open the Door; 
and here is likewiſe ſet forth in the Wolt, the Practice 
of a frau dulent and a villainous Impoſtor. If the Kid's 
Obedience had not been more than her Sagacity, ſhe 
would have found, to her Coſt, the Teeth of a Wolf in 
the Mouth of a pretended (Goat, and the Malice of an 
Enemy cover'd under the Voice and Pretence of a Parent. 


Fas. 29. 4A Doc, a SHEEP, and a WOLF. 


A Dog brought an Action of the Caſe againlt a Sheep, 
. for ſome certain Meaſures of Wheat, that he had 
ent him. The Plaintiff proved the Debt by three po- 
fitive Witneſſes, the Wolf, the Kite, and the Vulture. 
The Detendint was caſt in Coſts ard Damages, and forc'd 
to ſell the Wool trom his Back to ſatisfy the Creditor. 

MO RAL. | 

Fi is -not a Straw Matter, whether ithe main Cauſe be 

right or wrong, or the Charge true or falſe, where the 

Bench, Fury and Witneſſes are in à Conſpiracy againſt 

the 2 e 5 | 
REFLECTION. 

No Innocence can be ſafe, where Power and Malice 
are in Confederacy againſt it. There 1s no Fence againſt 
Subornation and falſe Evidence. There is no living, 
however, without Law ; and there is no Help for it in 
many Caſes, if the /aving Equity be over-ruled by the 
killing Letter of it. It is the Verdict that does the 
Buſineſs, but it is the Evidence, true or falſe, that go- 
yerns the Verdict. The only Danger is the giving too 
much Credit to the Oaths of Wolve-, Kites and Vultures ; 
that is to ſay, of Witneſſes ſo profligate as to bring a 
Scandal even upon Truth itſelf. 


FAB. 30. A CoUNTRYMAN and à SNAKE. 


Snake had bedded himſclf under the Threſhold of 

a Country-Houſe : A Child of the Family happen'd 

to ict his Foot upon it; the Snake bit him, an! he dy'd 
of the Bite. The Father of the Child made a Blow at 
the Sn.ke, but miſsd his Aim, and only left a Mark 
behind him upon the Stone where he ſtruck. The 
Country man offer'd the Snake, ſome time after thi:, to 
| be 
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be Friends again. No, ſays the Snake, ſo long as I have 
this Flaw upon the Stone in my Eye, and you the Def 
of the Child in your Thought, there's no trulting of 
you. | 4 
| Mon AL. | 

There is a great Difference betwiæt Charity and Facility, 

Me may hope well in many Caſes, but let it be with, 

venturing our All upon it. 

REFLECTION. 

It is ill truſting a reconciled Enemy; but it is worſe 

yet, to proceed at one Step from Clemency and Ten— 


derneſs to Confidence and Truſt; eſpecially where there 


are many Memorials in Sight for Hatred and Revenge to 
work upon. Upon the whole Matter, the Countryman 
was too eaſy, in propoling a Reconciliation, (the Circum- 
ſtances duly conſidered) and the Snake was much in the 
Tight, on the other hand, in not entertaining it from a 
Man that had ſuch a Remembrance at hand ſtill, 0 
provoke him to a Revenge. Wherefore it is highly 


neceſſary for the one to know how far, and to whom + 


to truſt, and for the other to underſtand what he i; 
to truſt to. It is a great Error to take Facilicy tor 
Good-nature : Tenderneſs without Diſcretion is but 1 
more pardonable Folly. | 


FAB. 31. A Fox and à SroRk. 


A Fox on a Time invited the Stork to a Treat. They 
4 had ſeveral Soups ſerved up in broad Diſhes and 
Plates, and ſo the Fox fell to lapping himlelf, and bade 
his Gueſt heartily welcome to what was betore him, 
The Stork found he was put upon, but ſet a good Face 
upon his Entertainment, and told his Friend, that by all 
means he muſt take a Supper with him that Night in 
Return. The Fox made ſeveral Excuſes, but the Stork, 
in fine, would not be faid Nay ; fo that at laſt he pro- 
miſed him to come. The Collation was ſerved up in 
Glaſſes with long narrow Necks, and the beſt of every 
thing that was to be had. Come, ſays the Stork to 
his Friend, pray, be as free as if you were at Home, 
and ſo fell to it very heartily himſelf. The Fox quick.) 
found this to be a Trick, and ſneak'd away unter the 
Conſciouſneſs of being juſtly requited for his own 1040- 
ſpitable Frolick, | | 


Moral 
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| | Moral. ED | 
Nothing looks ſo ſilly as a crafty Knave outwitted, and 
beaten at his own Play. | 
"REFLECTION, 

This is the Fate commonly of Drolls and Buffoons, 
that while they think to make Sport with others, they 
ſerve only in the Concluſion for a Laughing Stock 
them ſelves. | 5 

The Fox's Frolick went too far, in regard it was both 
upon an Invitation, and under his own Roof, Now 
the Return of the Stork was only a warrantable Re- 


venge, even according to the Rules of Civiliry and 


good Feilowſhip ; for the Fox's leading the Humour, 
gave the other not only a Provocation, but a kind of a 
Right to requite him in his own way: This may ſerve 
to reprove thoſe Liberties in Converſation that paſs the 
Bounds of Good-nature, Honour, Honeſty, and Reſpect ; 
and it further teaches us, that the Laws of Humanity 
and Hoſpitality muſt be kept ſacred upon any Terms: 
tor the wounding of a Friend for the Sake of a Jeſt 1s 
an lutemperance, and an Iminorality, not to be endured, 


FAB. 32 A Fox and a CARD HEAD. 


Fox in a Carver's Shop, admiring, among others, one 
particular fine Buſt, ſaid, after he had conſider'd it 


F very attentively, Well, thou art really a beautiful Piece; but 
= what Pity it is, that thou haſt not one Grain of Senle ? 


Moral. 


# beautiful Outſide does not always indicate an ingenious 
Mind. No Faith is to be given to mere external Apo * 
= pearances, | 


but a great Shop of Carv'd Heads; and the Fox's Con- 
Ceit Will hold as well in human Life, as in the Fiction. 

Fag. 33. A Daw and BoRRow'D Feathers, 
3 A Daw that had a Mind to be ſparkiſh, trick'd him 


ſelf up with all the gay Feathers he could muſter 


Birds 
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Birds in the Air. This got him the Envy of all his 
Companions, who, upon a Diſcovery of the Truth, 
fell to pluming of him by Conſent; and when every 
Bird had taken his own Feather, the filly Daw was 
reduced to his primitive State, and found a laſtins 
Contempt added to his former Poverty. x 
| Mok AL. 

Here Pride and Beggary meet, People are ſure to be made 

riuiculous in the Concluſion. 

DN, REFLECTION, | 

Every Thing is beſt, and every Man happieſt, in the 
State and Condition wherein Nature has plac'd them; 
but if Diws will be ſetting up for Peacocks, or Aſſes 
for Lions, they muſt expect, and content them ſelves to 
be laugh'd at for their Pains. The Alluſion of the Daw 
here and his borrow'd Feathers extends to all Sorts of 


Impoſtors, vain Pretenders and Romancers. It points 


al ſo at the empty Affectation of Wit and Underſtanding; 
m which caſe it fares as it does with Men who ſet up 
for Quality, Birth, and Bravery, upon the Credit of 3 
gay Outſide. Such Plagiaries as ſtrut in the borrow'd 
Wit of other Authors may alſo be aptly compar'd to 
the Daw in the Fable, | 


FAB. 34. An ANT and @ FLy. 
THERE's the Honour, or the Pleaſure in the World, 
ſays the Fly, in a Diſpute for Pre-eminence with the 
Ant, that I have not my Part in? Are not all Temp: 
and Places open to me? Am not I the Taſter to G5; 
and Princes in all their Sacrihces and Entertainments? 
And all this, without either Money or Pains? I trampie 
upon Crowns, and kiſs what Ladies Lips I pleaſe, And 
what have you now to pretend to all this while? Va 
Boaſter! ſays the Ant, doſt thou not know the Diie- 
rence between the Acceſs of a Gnef?, and that of an l. 
truder? for People are ſo far from liking your Compin!, 
that they kill you as ſoon as they catch you, You are 
Plague to them where-ever you come. Your ver 
Breath has Maggots in't; aud for the Kiſs you vg 
of, what is it but the Perfume of the laſt Dunghil you 
touch'd upon, once remov'd? For my Part, I live upon 
what's my own, and work honeſtly in the Summer © 
maintain myſelf in the Winter ; whereas the ws 
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Courſe of your ſcandalous Life is only cheating or ſharp- 
ing one half of the Year, and ſtarving the other. 
Monk Al. 

The Happineſs of Life does not lie ſo much in enjoying ſmall 
Advantages, as in living free from great Inconvenien= 
cies. An honeſt Mediocrity is the happieſt State a Man 
can wiſh for. 

| REFLECTION. | 
This Fable marks out to us the Difference betwixt 
the empty Vanity or Oſtentation, and the ſubſtant ial 


felf a truer Image of a plain, honeſt, country Simpli- 
city, than the Ant's Part of the Dialogue in this 


body; and ſo creates no Enemies; ſhe wants nothing; 


and enjoys all with a good Conſcience. This Emblem 
recommends to us the Bleſſings of a virtuous Privacy, 
according to the juſt Meaſures of right Nature, and, in 
tew Words, comprizes the Sum of a happy State. 

The Fly, on the contrary, leads a lazy, voluptuous, 
ſcandalous, ſharking Life; is hated where-ever ſhe comes, 
and in perpetual Fears and Dangers. She flutters, it 1s 


true, from Place to Place, from Feaſt to Feaſt, brags of 
her Intereſt at Court, and of Ladies Favours: And 
2 what is this miſerable Inſect at laſt, but the very Pic- 

ture of one of our ordinary Trencher Eſquires, that 
= ſpends his Time in hopping from the Table of one 
> Great Man to that of another, only to pick up Scraps, 
and Intelligence, and to ſpoil good Company! at other 
times officioully skipping up and down from Levee to 
| Levee, and endeavouring to make himſelf neceſſary, 
= where-ever he thinks fit to be troubleſome ! 


FAB. 35. A FRoG and an Ox. 


= \ Sa huge Ox was grazing in a Meadow, an old envious 


Frog that ſtood gaping at him hard by, call'd out to 


her uttle ones, to take Notice of the Bulk of that 
monſtrous Beaſt : An 


make myſelf the bi 
once, and twice, 


; 2 2 3 
Y onclulion ſhe oyer-ſtrain'd herſelf, and burſt, 


d ſee, ſays ſhe, if I don't now 
gger of the two: So ſhe ſtrain'd 
and went ſtill ſwelling on, till in the 


C2 MoRat. 


Ornaments of Virtue. A Man can hardly fanſy to him 


Fable. She takes Pains for what ſhe eats; wrongs no 


and ſhe boaſts of nothing; lives contented with her own, 
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Mon AL. 

Weak Minds frequently fanſy themſelves to be Lieber 6 
worthier than they are, and other People to te 10% or 
more unworthy ; and the Conſequence of this wreich:4 
Pride is often fatal to the Poſſeſſors of it, or at leaſf 
erves to render them contemptib.e in the Eyes of the 
whoſe good Opinion they are fondeſt to engage. 45 

REFLECTION, 

This Fable may be conſider'd as a Laſh upon thoſe 
that ſet up to live above their Quality and Fortune, and 
pretend to ſpend Penny for Penny with Men of twenty 
times their Eſtate, and therefore muſt needs burſt, or 
become Bankrupt in the Concluſion. Pride and Ambi— 
tion often puſh Men forward, not only to Extravagances, 
but Impoſſibilities, to the certain Undoing of the Weaker 
and the Meaner, when they come to vie Power and 
Expence with thoſe that are too high and too many 
for them. So likewiſe Men of mean Abilities and high 
Conceit, attempting to vie with their Superiors in Wit 
and Learning, often loſe the Merit of a middle Cha. 
racter for both, which but for their Vanity they might 
have maintain'd ; and ſo by aiming to be More than they 
are, make themſelves leſs than they would be a.low'd to 
be, had they known themſelves better. In ſhort, he thi: 
wiil arrogantly pretend to know every thing, will be 
treated by Mankind as one that knows nothing; and 19 
much the more juſtly, as he is quite ignorant of Himel. 


Fa B. 36. An Ass and a WOLFE, 


N Afs had got a Thorn in his Foot, and for want 
| of a better Surgeon, who but a Wolf at laſt offers 
tiimiclf to draw it out with his Teeth ! The Aſs was 
no ſooner eas'd, but, knowing the Wolf's bad Intention, 
he gave h's Operator ſach a Kick under the Ear with 
his ſound Foot, that he ſtunn'd him, and fo ran away 
as falt as he could. 

2 MoR AL. 
Harm watch, Harm catch, is but according to the com 
mon Rule of Equity and Retaliation. 
| NEE EO TION. | 
There is no truſting to the fair Words of thoſe thit 
have both an Intcreſt and an Inclination to deſtroy us; 


eſpecially when the, Deſign is carried on under the 
Maſque 
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'} Maſque of a friendly Office. It is but reaſonable to 
oppoſe Art to Art, and where we ſuſpect falſe Play, to 
| encounter one Trick with another: Provided always 
that it be manag'd without Breach of Faith, and within 
the Compaſs of Honour, Honeſty, and good Manners, 
The Wolf had a Deſign upon the Aſs; and the Matter 
being brought to a Trial of Skill between them, the 
Counter mine was only an Act of Scit-Preſervation. 


Fa B. 37. The Ignorant SEA-PASSENGER. 
| Man went Paſſenger in a Ship, who never was at 
* FN Sea before. It happen'd that a Storra aroſe, and 
 atter a While the Ship ſtruck upon a Sans. Every 
one elſe was but too ſenſible of their Danger; out he, 
for his Part, thank'd God for bringing him once more 
into ſhallow Water, where he could feel the bottom. 
MOR A. . 
ie ſometimes miſtake that for our Benefit, which in the 
End turns to our greateſs Misſortune. 
8 REFLECTION. 

Too much Security in Time of Danger, 1s often of 
worſe Conſequence than too much Apprehenſion; for 
by the one an Evil, tho” it may not be intirely avoided, 
may be in ſome incaſure leſſen d, by our being prepar'd 
to make the beſt of it; whereas the other, fearing no- 
thing, makes no Defence againſt the Danger, and ſo is 
taken altogether unprepar'd. The reſt of the Crew, no 
doubt, as ſoon as the Ship ſtruck, ſet about furniſhing 
themſelves with the beſt Means that offer'd, to ſive 
their Perſons and Effects; while the poor ſtupid Pafſ- 
ſenger, hugging himſelf with the Hope of getting upon 
dry Land, neglected to provide for his Safety, and fo, 


in all likclihood, fell a Sacrifice to his own Thoughtleſ- 
neſs and Over-ſecurity. 


FAB. 38. A HoRsE and an Ass. 


Proud pamper'd Horſe, bedeck'd with gaudy Trap- 

pings, met in his Courſe a poor creeping Aſs, un- 

der a heavy Burden, that had chopt into the ſame Track 

; 2 him. Why, how now, Sirrah, {ays he, d'ye not 

2 oy J theſe Arms, and Trappings, to what Maſter I 
5 n 2 dye not underſtand that when I have that 
8 er o mine upon my Back, the whole Weight of 
he C 3 the 
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the State reſts upon my Shoulders? Out of the War, 
thou flaviſh inſolent Animal, or Tl! tread thee to dirt. 
1 The wretched Aſs immediately flunk aſide, with this 
1 envious Reflection between his Teeth, hat won 
N give to change Conditions with that happy Creature there 
This Fancy would not out of the Hea4 of him, til! it 
was his Hap, a little while after, to fee this very Horle ©: 
doing Drudgery in a common Dung-Cart. Why how 
now Friend (lays the Aſs) how comes this about? One 
the Chance of War, ſays the other: I was a General 
Horſe, you muſt know; and my Maſter cartied me 
Into a Battle, where I was hack'd and maim'd, and 
vou have here before your Eyes the Cataſtrophe of my 
Fortune. : 


4 * No 
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{f MoR AL. | 
1108 This Fable ſhews the Folly, and the Fate of Pride aud 
| Arrogance; and the Miſtake of placing Happineſs in as 
Thing that may be taken away; as alſo tbe Bleſſing of 
Freedom in à mean Eſtate. | | 
| REFLECTION. 
Will Pcople would never envy the Pomp and Splendor of 
5 Greatneſs, it they did but conſider either the Cares and 
| | Dangers that go along with it, or the Bleſſings of Peace 
1 and Security in a middle Condition. No Man can be 
1 truly happy, who is not every Hour of his Life prepar'd 
| for the worſt that can befal him. Now this is a State 
of Tranquility never to be attain'd, but by keeping per- 
| petually in our Thoughts the Certainty of Death, and 
5 the Lubricity of Fortune; and by delivering ourſelves 
„ from the Anxiety of Hopes and Fears. | 
| It falls naturally within the Proſpect of this Fiction 
to treat of the Wickedneſs of a preſumptuous Ari0- 
Wl gance, the Fate that attends it; the Riſe of it; and 
8 the Means of either preventing or ſuppreſſing it; the 
4 | Folly of it; the wretched and ridiculous Eſtate of 3 
WH! proud Man, and the Weakneſs of that Envy that is 
„ grounded upon the miſtaken Happineſs of human Lite. 
1 | The Folly both of the Horſe and the Aſs may be 
if: | conſider'd here; the one in p.acing his Happineſs upon 
1 any thing that could be taken away; and the other, 
1.18 in envying that miſtaken Happineſs, under the Avuiz 
1 of the fame ſpliendid Illuſion and Impoſture. What 
1 ſignity a gay Furniture, and a pamper'd Carcaſe; or 
| | | any 
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any other outward Appearance, without an intrinlick 


Value of Worth and Virtue ? What ſfignify Beauty, 
Strength, Youth, Fortune, einbroider'd Furniture, gawdy 


Boſſes, or any of thoſe temporary and un-ertain Satis- 


fictions that may be taken from us with the very next 
Breith we draw? What Aſſurance can any Man have of 
2 Poſſeſſion that every Turn of State, every Puff of Air, 
every Change of Humour, and the leaſt of a Milton of 
common Catualties may deprive him ot? | 
Moreover, the Envy of the Als was a dou'te Lolly; 
tor he miſtakes both the Horſe's Condition and his own. 


Tis Madneſs to envy any Creature that may in a Mc - 


ment become miſerable; or for any Advamage that may 
in a Moment be taken from him. The Als envies the 
Horſe to day; and in-fome few days more, the Horſe 
comes to envy him: Wherefore, let no Man detpiir, {© 
long as it is in the Power either of Death, or of Chance, 
to remove the Burden, Nothing but Moderation and 
Greatneſs of Mind, can make, either a proſperous or an 
averſe Fortune eaſy to us. The only way to be happy 
15 to ſubmit to our Lot; for no Man can be properly 
{aid to be miſerable, that is not waming to himſelf. It 
is certainly true, that many a poor Cobler has a merrier 
Heart in his Stall, than a Prince in his Palace. | 


FAB. 39. A Bart aud a WEAZ LE. 
Weazle had ſeizd upon a Bat, and the Bat begg'd 
for Life. No, no, ſays the Weazle, I give no 

„arter to Birds. Ah, (ſays the Bat) but I am a Mouſe, 

ou ice; look on my Body elſe: And ſo ſhe got off tor 


that Bout. The jame Bat had the Fortune to be taken 


a While after by another Weazle; and there the poor 


Bat was forc'd to beg for Mercy once again. No, ſays 


the Weazle, no Mercy to a Mouſe. Well, (ſays tothe) 
but you may ſce by my Wings that I'm a Bird; and 40 
the Bat ſcap'd in both Capacities. 
| _ Mo xk A L. 
gere no Treachery to another is deſign'd, but only to ſave 
one's ſelf from imminent Danger, innocent Subt erfug es 
are uct unworthy of an honeſt Mind, 
REFLECTION, | 
From this Emblem we are to gather, that there arc 


Certain Ways, Caſes and Occaſions, wherein Diſguiſes 


C 4 and 
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1 and artificial Evaſions are in ſome meaſure allowable, 
Wit provided only that there be no ſcandalous or malicious 
FOE Departure from the Truth. This ſhifting of the Bat 
I. in the Paws of the two Weazles, was but making the 
1 eſt of what he had to ſay and to ſhew for bimſelf 
1 toward the ſaving of his Life. There was no Breach of 
Faith, or of Truſt in it; no abandoning of a Duty, 90 | 
Thought of Treachery, nor, in effect, any thing more | 


—_— 


] in it, than a fair prudent Way of putting out talie C. 
ji lours. | ® 
| 3 
nt | FAB. 40. The NEUTRAL Bar. | F | 
1 Fas a deſperate and a doubtful Battle betwixt he | 
tt Birds and the Beaſts, the Bat ſtood neuter, till be 
ll} | found that the Beaſts had the better of it, and then went | 
Ll) over to the ſtronger Side. But it came to pals after. ; 


Ward (as the Chance of War is various) that the Birds 
Taily'd their broken Troops, and carry'd the Day; zue 


10 away he went then to the other Party, where he was A 
mt try'd by a Council of War as a Deſerter ; ſtript, baniſſid, | 
N08 and finally condemn'd never to ſce Day-light again, 

k i | | Mon AI. | | 

þ | ih This Fable is a true Emblem of a baſe Time-ſerver; ai 

Wl the Bat richly merited the Puniſhment he met with. 


1 REFLECTION. 

. The Caſe of the Bat in this Fable, which Sir Roger 
L'Eſtrange has ſubjected to the fame Moral and Reflec- 
tion with thoſe in the former, is, however, widely dit- 


Mt N ferent; and therefore we have made two different Fa- 
Will bles and Applications to them. In the former, the Pat 
„ having fallen into the Clutches of two different Wezz.cs 
"nf at rwo different Times, made uſe of her natural Shape 
"i and Appearance to paſs for a Bird at one time, and 2 
A 1 Mouſe at the other, and this for the laudable Purpoſe 
if on:y of faving her Life. But the Bat in the prelent 
4 Fable acted the Part of a baſe Miſcreant; for he 1njur'd 
. 1 9 his Party, firſt, in withdrawing his Aſſiſtance; ſecond.y, 
1 in going over to the ſtronger Side, and declaring him- 
i elf an Enemy when his Feilows had the worſt of it, 


His Judgment, in fine, as we have obſerved in the Mo- 
ral, was juſt, and if all Double-Dealers and Deſerters were 
ſerved as this Bat was, it would be an Example of Ter- 


4 ror to Renagades, and of Encouragement to honeſt Men. 
tl FAB. 
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FaB. 41. A WOLF and a Fox. 


Wolt having got together a large Store of Proviſions 

kept clole for fear of loſing it. Why, how now 

Friend, fays a Fox, who had long watch'd for his 

Abſence, we han't ſeen you abroad at the Chace this 

many a Day ! Why truly, ſays the Wolf, I have an 

| Indiſpofition that keeps me much at home, and I 
hope I ſhall have your Prayers for my Recovery. The 

Fox ſceing his Stratagem would not take, goes to a 

Shepherd, and tells him where he might ſurprize a 


5 
122 —— 
) — K 


ſtroy'd poor Igrim. The Fox immediately repairs to 
his Cell, and takes Poſſeſſion of his Stores; but he had 
little Joy of the Purchaſe, for in a very ſhort time the 
ſame Shepherd did as much for the Fox, as he had done 
before for the Wolf. | 


| Mon AL. 
This Fable ſhews us the juſt Fate that attends the Trea- 
chery, even of one Traitor to another. 
REFLECTION. ET 

The Wolf, it muſt be own'd, well deſerv'd the Fate 
he raet with for his continual Depredations, and the 
Violence by which he had poſſeſs'd himſelf of his ſecreted 
Stores; but then he did not deſerve it from the Fox, 
who was as great a Villain as himſelf, and wanted only 
to play at Rob-Thief with him. But the Shepherd, 
who was in all likelihood the Sufferer, reveng'd the Wolf 
upon the Fox, and did Juſtice upon both. When Thieves 
fall out among them ſelves, 'tis pleaſant to ſee one Dia- 
mond cut with another. | 


FAB. 42. A STAG Drinking. 
A Stag drinking upon the Bank of a clear Stream, 
and ſeeing his Image in the Water; Well! ſays he, 
ir theſe pitiful Shanks of mine were but anſwerable to 
this branching Head, I can't but think how I ſhould 
| defy all my Enemies. The Words were hardly out of 
his Mouth, but he diſcover'd a Pack of Dogs coming 
fall Cry towards him. Away he ſcours croſs the Fields, 
caſts off the Dogs, and gains a Wood; but preſſing 
TT *brough a Thicket, the Buſhes held him by the Horns, 
> 2 till the Hounds came in, and pluck'd him down. The 
S laſt thing he ſaid was this; What an unhappy Fool was 
"of | C 7 I, 


ty L 4 8 n 4 7 2 » s VE 8 
2 3 x 3 A* 5 wy . * 
Ve 3 Lea N . Mn 3 3 a 
222 ˙ BR So E r 7 re : e : Woe 
3 8 3 | 
* 8 5's Pg. — * * * ken 4 i * * * 4 


n 


Wolf. The Shepherd follow'd his Directions, and de- 
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I, to take my Friends for mine Enemies, and my Eue- 
mies for my Friends! I truſted to my Head that h. 
betray'd me; and I found fault with my Legs, that 
would otherwiſe have brought me off. 
. Mon A : | 

He that does not theroughly know himſelf, may be well 

allow d to make a falſe Fudgment upon other Matter; 

that nearly concern him, 

| REFLECT10ON. | 

We are taught here, how apt vain Men are to glory 
in that which commonly tends to their Loſs, their Mil. 
fortune, their Shame, and ſometimes to their very 
Deſtruction ; and how frequently they are liable to take 
their beſt Friends for their Enemies. The Scag prided 
himſelf in his Horns, which afterward ſhackled, and 
were the Ruin of him; but made flight of his lender 
Shanks, that, if it had not been for his branching Head, 
would have been his Security. e 


FAB. 43. A SNAKE and a FILE. 
Snake having got into a Smith's Shop, lic kd a File til 
ſne made her Tongue bloody, and imagining it was 
the bhile that bled, ſhe lick'd the more eagerly. In con- 
cluſion when ſhe could lick no longer, ſhe fell to bite- 
ing, till ſhe broke her Teeth, and then was oblig'd to 
leave off, half dead, and quite difarm'd of all her De— 
fences. 


1 Mo RAIL. 
Every Man ſhould conſider his own Strength and Abilities, 
and act accordingly. 
| REFLECTION. 

This Fable ſets out the Malignity of ſome ſpiteful 
People, who take ſo much Pleaſure in the Deſign of 
hurting others, as not to feel, and underſtand that they 
only hurt themſelves. This is the Caſe of thoſe who will 
be trying Maſteries with their Superiors, and biting of 
that which is too hard for their Teeth. There is no 
contending with an Adverſary that is either inſenſibie 
or invincible ; and the Rule holds, in Matters, not only 
of actual Force and Violence, but of Fortune and good 
Name; for tis no better than downright Madneſs, to 
ſtrike where we have no Power to hurt, and to contend 
Where we are ſure to be worked, 


FA3. 


and the Wolves Whelps on the other Part. While they 
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Fan, 44. WoLVEs, SHEEP, ad DoGs. 
War was once waged between the Sheep and 
Wolves; and ſo long as the Sheep had the Dogs 
tor tneir Allies, they were a Match for their Enemies. 
The Wolves finding this, ſent Embaſſadors to treat about 
a Peace, and till it could be concluded, Hoſtages were 
given on both ſides; the Dogs on the Part of the Sheep, 


were upon Treaty, the Whelps fell a howiing; the 
Wolves cry'd out Treaſon; and pretending an Infraction 


in the Abuſe of their Hoſtages, fell upon the Sheep in 


the Abſence of their Dogs, and made them pay tor the 
Improvidence of leaving themſelve; without a Guard. 
| 24.5 04.0 RA L» | 
Tis the higheſt Degree of Folly to think of eſtabliſhing an 
Alliance among thoſe that Nature herſelf bas divided, 
by an irreconcileable Hatred. 
REFLECTION. 

To take this Fable in a political Senie; a Nation which 
puts itſelf out of Condition of Defence, in Cafe of a 
War, mult expect a War. Such a State as leaves a People 
at tne Mercy of an Enemy, is worſe than War itleit, 
There is no truſting to the Formalities of an outſide 
Peace, upon the pretended Reconciliation of an 1mpiz- 
cable Enemy. Chriſtian Religion bids us forgive: Bur 
Chriſtian Prudence bids us have a Care too, whom we 


truſt. Tis juſt in the World as it is in the Apologue: 


Truces and Ceflations are both made, and broken, tor 
preſent Convenience; and we may lay down this for 
an undoubted "Truth, that there can never want a Co- 
tour for a Rupture, where there is a good Will to it, 
and tis found to be the Party's Intereſt. 


FAB. 45. An Ax and a FOREST. 


| A Carpenter begg'd of the Foreſt only ſo much 
Wood as would make a Handle to his Ax. The 
Matter ſcem'd fo. ſmall, that the Requeſt was eziily 


granted; but when the Timber Trees came to find that 


the w/ hole Wood was to be cut down by the Help of this 
Handle; There's no Remedy, they cry'd, but Patience, 
when People are andone by their own Folly, 


C 6 Mon l. 


1 8 — —— — — 
— 1 > mA; 
— a. 3 — 


— 


— — 


— — — — — 


Pr © 0 renee Dons EY IS bs ry 
— —— nm ů — 


_ 
— 


— 
————_ 


— ————_ — 


— ——— — —_—_ 


— 
— 


36 ESsOßpP“s FAB L Es. 


| Mo RAIL. 
Nothing goes nearer a Man in his Misfortunes, thay to 
fad himſelf acceſſary to his own Ruin. 
| REFLECTION. 

It is a Folly inexcuſable, to deliver up ourſelves need. 
leſly into another's Power: For he that doth any Thing 
raſhly, muſt be taken in Equity of Conſtruction to do 
it willingly; for he was free to deliberate or not. Tis 
well to conſider, firſt, What the Thing is that is dehii'd 
Secondly, The Character of the Perſon that asks: Third!r, 
What Uſe may be made of it to the Detriment of him 
that grants the Requeſt, and ſo to reſolve how far in 
Duty, Humanity, Prudence and Juſtice we are to com- 
Ply with it. Whereſoever there is moral Right on the 
one Hand, no ſecondary Intereſt can diſcharge it on 
the other. A Pritoner upon Parole muſt ſurrender him- 


ſelf upon demand, though he die for it. A Man may 


contribute to his own Ruin ſeveral Ways; but in Cases 
not to be foreſcen, and ſo not to be prevented, it may 


be his Misfortune, and the Man not to blame We are 


not to omit Precaution however, for fear an ill Ute 
ſhould be made of thoſe things that we do, even with a 
good Intention; but we are itil} to diſtinguiſh betwixt 
what may poſivly, and what will probably be done, ac- 
cording to the beſt Meaſures we can take of the End 
of asking; for there would be no Place left for the 
Functions of human Society, if the Poſſibility of abuling 
a Kindneſs ſhould wholly divert us from the Exercite 


of Charity and good Nature. There may be great Mi- 
chief wrought yet, without any thing of a previous 


Malice, and it may be hazardous to yield, even where 
the Propoſal is wholly innocent. There may be other 
Propoſitions again, that were originally deſign'd for 
Snares, to the fhort-hohred and credulous; now tis 


the Art of Life critically ro diſcern the one Caſe from 


the other. 


Fan, 46. The BELLY and MEMBERS. 


HE Hands and the Feet on a time were in a de- 
ſperate Mutiny againſt the Belly. They knew no 
Reaſon, they ſaid, why the one ſhould pamper itſelt 
with the Fruit of the other's Labour; and if the Pell 
would not work for company, they'd be no longer at 

| | 5 5 | the 
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the Charge of maintaining it. Upon this Mutiny, they 
kept the Body fo long without Nouriſhment, that all 


the Parts ſuffer'd for it: Inſomuch that the Hands and 
Feet came in the Concluſion to find their Miſtake, and 


would have been willing then to have done their Office ; 
but it was now too late, for the Body was ſo pin'd 
with over-faſting, that it was wholly out of Condition 
to receive the Benefit of a Relief; and ſo they all pe- 
riſh'd together. 
| MoRAL. | | 

The Publick is but one Body, and the Fable cautions the 

particular Members of it how they withdraw themſelves 

from their Duties, till it ſhall be too late for their Supe- 

riors to make uſe of them for their mutual Advantage. 

REFLECTION. 
This Allegory is a political Reading upon the State 


and Condition of civil Communities, where the Mem- 


bers have their ſeveral Offices, and every Part contri- 
butes reſpectively to the Preſervation and Service of the 
whole. There are Degrees of Dignity, no doubt, in 
both Caſes, and one Part is to be {ubſcrvient to another, 
in the Order of civil Policy, as well as in the Frame of 
a Man's Body : So that they are mightily out of the way, 
who take eating and drinking, in a Courſe of Viciſſitude, 
with other Offices of Nature that are common to Beaſts 


with Men, to be the great Buſineſs of Mankind, with- 


out any further Regard to the Faculties and Duties of 
our reaſonable Being: For every Member has its proper 
and reſpeQive Function aſſign'd it, and not a Finger 
ſuffers, but the Whole feels it. This Apologue was 
uſed to very good Purpoſe by Menenius Agrippa, who 
appeasd a Tumult by it among the Commoners of 
Rome, who, till they heard it, were reſolv'd not to obey 
their Magiſtrates, nor contribute to the publick Good and 


Safety, becauſe they could not live as magnificently as 
their Superiors. 1 


FaB. 47. A LARK and her YOUNG. 
N a Field of Corn juſt ripe for Reaping, a Lark had 
a Brood 'of Young ones, and when ſhe went abroad 
to forage for them, laid a ſtrict Charge upon her little 
3 ones, to pick up what News they could get againſt ſhe 
1 back again. They told her, at her Return, PU 
| tne 
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the Owner of the Field had been there, and order'd ki; 


Neighbours to come and reap the Corn. Well, ſays the 
Old one, there's no Danger as yet. They told her th- 


next Day that he had been there again, and defir'd hi; 


Friends to do it. Well, well, {ays ſhe, there's no hurt 
in that neither; and ſo ſhe went out progging for Pro- 
viſions as before. But upon the third Day, when they 
told their Mother, that the Maſter and his Son agreed to 
come next Morning and do it themſelves; nay, then, 
ſays ſhe, tis time to look about us: As for the Neigh- 

bours and Friends, | fear em not; but the Maſter I'm 

ſure will be as good as his Word, for tis his own Buſineſs, 

„ | Mon AL. 

He that would be ſure to have his Buſineſs well done, my} 
either do it himſelf, or ſee the doing of it. Many a good 
Servant is ſpoil d by a careleſs Maſter. Men will be 
true to themſelves, how faithleſs ſoever to one another. 

5 05 REFLECTION. 

Intereſt does more in the World than Faith and Ho- 
neſty ; for Men are more ſenſible in their own Caſe thin 
in another's. Neither, in truth, is it reaſonable that 
another ſhould be more careful of me, than I am of wy 
ſelf. Every Man's Buſineſs is beſt done, when he looks 


after it with his own Eyes. 


The Morality of this Caution is as good a Leſſon to 
Governments as to private Families. For a Prince's leave- 
ing his Butineſs wholly to his Miniſters, without a ſtrict 
Eye over them in their reſpective Offices and Function, 
is as dangerous an Error in Politicks, as a Maſter's com- 
mitting all to his Servant is in Oeconomicks. lt 1s 
effectually a Transferring of the Authority, when a Supe- 
rior truſts himſelf implicitly to the Faith, Care, Honeſty 
and Diſcretion of an Inferior. To ſay nothing of the 
Temptation to Bribery and Falſe-dealing, when ſo much 
may be gotten by it, with ſo little Hazard either of 
Diſcovery or Puniſhment. Beſide the deſperate Incon- 
venience of ſetting up a wrong Intereſt, by drawing Ap- 
plications out of the proper Channel; and committing 
the Authority and Duty of the Maſter to the Honeity 


and Diſcretion of the Servant, 
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Fas. 48. Sick LION aud Fox. 


A Lion that had got a politic k Fit of Sickneſs, made 
it his Obſervation, that of all the Beaſts in the 
Foreſt, the Fox never came at him: And ſo he wrote 
him word how ill he was, and how mighty glad he 
Mould be of his Company. The Fox return'd the Com- 
pliment with a thouſand Prayers for his Recovery; but 


as for waiting upon him, he defir'd to be excus'd; for, 


ſiys he, I find the Traces of abundance of Feet going 


into your Majeſty's Palace, but not one of any that 


comes back again. | | 

| MO RAL. 

e ought to be careful how we place a Confidence in the 
complimental Profeſſions of cunning and deſigning Men; 
for lis half the Buſmeſs of one Part of the World to 
tut Tricks upon the other. 

? REFLECTION. 

'Tis a difficult Point to hit the true Medium betwixt 
truſting too much and too little. Indeed there is no 
ring without truſting ſame Body or other, in ſome 
Caſes, or at ſome Time or other: But then if People 
be net cautious, whom, when, and wherein, the Miſtake 
may be pernicious; for there muſt be ſomewhat of a 


Truſt to make way for a Treachery; ſince no Man can 
be betray'd that does not either believe, or ſeem to be- 


lieve. The Heart of a Man is like a Bog, it looks fair 
to the Eye; but when we come to lay any weight upon 
It, the Ground is falſe under us. Nothing could be 
more obliging and reſpectful than the Lion's Letter was, 


in Terms and Appearance; but yet there was Death in 


the Intent and Meaning ok it. 


Fas. 49. A BoaR and a HoRsE. 


Poar wallowing in the Water where a Horſe was 
going to drink, a Quarre! enſu'd upon it. The 
Horie went preſently to a Man, to aſſiſt him in his 
Revenge. They agreed upon the Conditions, and the 
Man immediately arm'd himſelf, and mounted the Horſe, 


Who carried him to the Boar, and had the Satisfaction 
of tceing his Enemy kill'd before his Face. The Horſe 
thank'd him for his Kindneſs, bur as he was Juſt about 

to take leave, the Man ſaid he ſhould have further occa- 


+ Loa for him, and & order'd him to be ty d up in the 


Stable. 
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Stable. The Horſe came by this time to underſlaug. 

that his Liberty was irretrievably gone, and that he has 

paid dear for his Revenge. 
| MoRaAL. 

Many a Man, to avoid a Faro and leſs Evil, runs bling. 
fold into a greater; and there are others, who, to gra- 
tify a revengeful Humour, lay a Foundation for Repen- 
tance for all their Life to come. 

REFLECTION. 

This Fable lays open to us the Folly of thoſe People 
who make themſelves Slaves to their Revenge; for no 
Man ſhould be ſo angry with another, as to hurt him 
for it. We ſhould likewiſe conſider, that there is more 
Hazard in the Succour of a new powerful Friend, than 
in the Hoſtility of an old dangerous Enemy ; and that 
the greateſt Empires upon the Face of the Earth have 
had their Riſe from the Pretence of taking up Quarrels, 
or keeping the Peace, among their Neighbours. 


FAB. 50. Two YOUNG MEN ard a Cook. 


| WO young Fellows flipping into a Cook's Shop, 
one of them ſtole a Piece of Fleſh, and convey'd it 
to the other. The Maſter miſs'd it immediately, and 
challeng'd them with the Theft: He that took it, {wore 
he had none of it; and he that had it, {wore as deſpe- 
rarely that he did not take it. Well, my Maſters, {ays 
the Cook, theſe Frauds and Fallacies may paſs upon 
Men, but there is an Eye above that ſees through them, 
| Mon. | 
There is no putting of Tricks upon an all-ſeeing Power; a: 
if he that made our Hearts, and knows every Corner ef 
them, could not fee through the childiſh Fallacy of 5 
double Meaning. | 
REFLECTION» 
This Fable concerns thoſe who think to deceive Gad 
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and allow them in it, whereby they effectually train them 
up to one of the moſt dangerous Corruptions they are 
capable of; no leſs than that of laying the very Ground- 
work of a falſe and treacherous Life. Truth is the great 
Leſſon of reaſonable Nature, both in Philoſophy and in 
Religion. The Knack of Faſt and Looſe paſſes with a 
world of fooliſh People for a Turn of Wit; but they 
are not aware all this while of the deſperate Conſe- 
quences of an ill Habit, which in the End may bring 
Men to Infamy, Diſgrace, and Ruin, 


FaB.51. A Dog and a BUTCHER. 


S a Butcher was buſy about his Meat, a Dog 

- ſnatches a Piece of Meat off of the Block, and 
runs away With it. The Butcher ſeeing him upon the 
Gallop with it, Hark ye, Friend, ſays he, you may een 
for this once make the beſt of your Purchaſe, I ſhall takc 
care to lay my Meat out of your Reach another time. 

| Mon AI. 
He tbat loſes any thing, and gets Wiſdom by it, is a Gainer 


by the Loſs. | 
REFLECTION. 


Affliction makes a Man both honeſt and wiſe ; for 
the Smart brings him to a Senſe of his Error, and the 
= WW Experiment to the Knowledge of it. We have I know 
not how many Adages to back the Reaſon of this Moral, 
Hang a Dog upon a Crab-tree, we ſay, and he'll never 1 
love Verjuice. And then we have it again in that com- 
mon Saying, The burnt Child dreads the Fire. It is | 1 
VPVoandering many times, whether it be in Opinion, or t 

in travelling, that ſets a Man right in his Judgment, and N 
bg brings him into the way with greater Pleaſure. The 
Dogs running away with the Fleſh, does as good as bid 
the Owner look better to it another Time. 


FAB, 52. A Car and VENUS. | 
Young Fellow was ſo paſſionately in Love W 
8 with a Cat, that he made it his bumble Suit to 
tens, to turn her into a Woman. The Transformation 
as wrought in the twinkling of an Eye, and out fhe {1 
comes, a very handſome Laſs. The Sot took her home Us 
do his Bed; but was hardly laid down, when the God- | 
8 dels having a mind to try if the Cat had chang'd her 
1 Manners 
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Manners with her Shape, turn'd a Mouſe looſe into the 
Chamber. The new-made Woman, upon this Temn. 
tation, ſtarted out of the Bed, and directly made a Leap 
at the Mouſe; upon which Venus turn'd her into 1 Put; 
again, NE 


| MoR AL. 
The extravagant Tranſports of Love, and the Propenſſons of 
Nature, are unaccountable; the one carries us out 02 
ourſelves, and the other brings us back again. ; 
REFLECTION. | 

This Fable lays before us the Charms and Fxtrava. 
ith gances of a blind Love, which covers all Imperte&ions, ©! 
1 and conſiders neither Quality nor Merit. And let the | 
1 Defects be never ſo groſs, it either palliates or excute; 
N them. The new made Woman's leaping at the Mouſe, 
0 tells us alſo how impoſſible it is to make Nature change 
. her Biaſs, and that F we ſhit her out at the Door, ſhe wil! 
1 come ix at the Window, 

Here is the Image of a wild and fantaſtical Love, 
which ſhews the Effects of an ungovern'd Fancy; . 
Men do not ſee, or taſte, or find the Thing they love, 
but they create it. They faſmon an Idol, in What F. 
gure or Shape they pleaſe; ſet it up, worſhip it, dote 
upon it, purſue it, and, in fine, run mad for it. How 
many Pallions have we ſeen in the World, ridiculou; 
enough to anſwer all the Follies of this Imagination 

We are further given to underſtand, that no Coan— 
terfeit is ſo ſteady and ſo equally drawn, but Nature 6y 
Starts veill ſhew herſelf through it; for Puſs, even 
when turn'd into a Madam, will be a Mouler ſtill, And 
this may ſerve ſtill farther to caution ſome Inconſides- 
ates againſt marrying, as many have done, a lewd or 
immoral Woman, fondly believing ſhe will be reclaim 
by the Obligation, and be truer to her Husband, than 
ſhe was to Herſelf and Virtue; when it is much more 
likely, that on the very firſt Temptation, ſhe will, with 
the Cat in the Fable, return to her evil Habits again. 


FAB. 53. A FATHER ard his SONS. 


Very honeſt Man happen'd to have a contentiou 
Brood of Children. He call'2 for a Rod, and bad 
Lien try one after another with all their Force, if the) 
could break it. They try'd, and could not. Well, 1ays 
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he, unbind it now, and take every Twig of it apart, 


and ſee what you can do that way. They did fo, and 
with great Eaſe, by one and one, they ſnap'd it all to 
Pieces. This, fays he, is the true Emblem of your 


Condition: Keep together, and you are ſafe ; divide, and 


you are undone. 
MORAL. 
The Breach of Unity puts the World into a State of War, 
and turns every Man's Hand againſt his Brother; but 
fo long as that Band holds, it is the Strength of all the 
ſeveral Parts of it gather'd into one, and is not eaſily 
ſubdued. 5 5 | 
REFLECTION. 

This Fable intimates the Force of Union, and the 
Danger of Diviſion. Inteſtine Commotions have de- 
ſtroy d many a powerful State; and it is as ruinous in 
private Affairs as it is in publick. A divided Family can 


no more ſtand, than a divided Commonwealth; for every 
2 Individual ſuffers in the Neglect of a common Safety. 
der the Government of a rational Spirit and a natural 
Prudence, which Wolves and Bears do by the Impulſe 


It is a ſtrange thing, that Men ſhould not do that un- 


of an animal Inſtinct. For they, we ſee, will make 


Head, one and all, againſt a common Enemy ; whereas 


the Generality of Mankind lie pecking at one another, 


till, one by one, they all are torn to Pieces, never con- 


ſidering (as this Fable teaches) the Neceſſity and Benefits 
of Union. 


Fas. 54. A LapEN Ass and a Hoxsk. 


S a Horſe and an Aſs were upon the Way toge- 
ther, the Aſs cry'd out to his Companion, to eaſe 


a 1 him of his Burden, tho? never ſo little; he ſhould fall 
dovyn dead elſe. 


The Horſe would not; and fo his Fel- 


low Servant ſunk under his Load. The Maſter, upon 


this, had the Aſs flaid, and laid his whole Pack, Skin 

and all upon the Horſe: Well, ſays he, this Judgment 
is befallen me for my ill Nature, in refuſing to heip my 
Brother in the Depth of his Diſtreſs. 


MoRrart. 


Ia Chriſtian, a natural, a reaſonable, and a political 
» Duty, for all Members of the ſame Body to aſſiſt one 


4 $ another, | 


REFLECTION, 


—— co wes 


riors. 
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REFLECTION. 

The Buſineſs of the World is more or leſs the Buſ;. 
neſs of every Man that lives in it: And if the Great and 
the Small do not join in a common Aſſiſtance, where the 
Matter requires it, they are in Danger to be both undone 
So that it is for the Good of the Whole, that the ſeverd 
Parts take care one of another. | 
The churliſn Humour of this Horſe is too much the 
Humour of Mankind, even in the Caſe of Servants 
Subjects to the ſame Maſter; but ſuch is the Vanity tha! 
many People draw from their Trappings and mere no. 
minal Diſtinctions, that they look down upon their 
Fellows, as if they were not all made of the ſame Clay, 


To ſpeak the plain Truth of the Matter, it is the Lite 


People that ſupport the Great; and when the Foundation 
fails, the whole Fabrick muſt either drop into Rubbiſh, 
or otherwiſe reſt upon the Shoulders of their Supe 


FAB, 55. A COLLIER aud FUELER. 
Fuller had a very kind Invitation from a Collier 
to come and live in the Houſe with him. He 
gave him a thouſand Thanks for his Civility, but tod 
him, that it would not ſtand with his Convenience; tor, 
ſays he, as faſt as I make any thing clean, you'll be 
ſmutting it again. | 


| MoRAL. | 
It is a neceſſary Rule in Alliances, Matches, Societies, Fra. 

ternities, Friendſhips, Partnerſhips, Commerce, and a 

manner of civil Dealings and Contracts, to have aſi: 

Regard to the Humour, the Nature, and the Diſpoſiion 

of thoſe we have to do withal. 

| REFLECTION. 

There can be no Thought of uniting thoſe that Na. 
ture itſelf has divided. And this Caution holds good in 
all the Buſineſs of a ſober Man's Life; as Marriage, Stu- 
dies, Pleaſures, Society, Commerce, and the like; it 15 
in ſome ſort, with Friends (pardon the Coar ſeneſs of the 
Illuſtration) as it is with Dogs in Couples. They ſhould 
be of the ſame Size and Humour, and that which pleaſes 
the one, ſhould pleaſe the other: But if they draw {- 


veral Ways, and if one be too ſtrong for the mb 
| the) 
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they will be ready to hang themſelves upon every Gate 
or Stile they come at. | 


FAB. 56. A FOWLER ard a PIGEON. 
S a Country Fellow was making a Shoot at a 
Pigeon, he trod upon a Snake, which bit him by 
the Leg. The Surprize ſtartled him, and away flew 

the Bird. | 
Mon AL. 

A miſchievous Intent is ſometimes repaid in the very Act, 

and when it is leaſt apprehended. | 

| REFLECTIONe 

The Miſchief that we meditate to others falls com- 
monly upon our own Heads, and ends in a judgment 
as well as a Dilappointment. Take the Fable another 
way, and it may ſerve to mind us how happily People 
are diverted many times from the Execution of a ma- 
licious Delign, by the Grace and Goodnels of a prevent- 
ing Provideuce. A Piſtol's not taking Fire may fave the 
Life of a good Man; and the harmleſs Pigeon had dy'd, 
if the ſpiteful Snake had not broken the Fowler's Aim: 
That is to ſay, Good way be drawn out of Evil, and an 


innocent Lite may be faved without having any Obli- 


gation to his Preſerver. 


FaB.57. TRUMPETER faken Priſoner. 


| PON the Rout of an Army a Trumpeter vas 
made a Priſoner, and as the Soldiers vere about 

to cut his Throat, Gentlemen, fays he, Why ſhould you 
kill a Man that kills no body? You ſhall die the rather 
tor that, cries one of the Company, for being ſuch a 


; Raſcal, as to ſet other People together by the Ears, 
without fighting yourſelf. | 


MORAL, 


He that provokes and intites Miſchief, is the Doer of it. It 


is the Man that kills me; the Bullet is only a paſſive 
Inſtrument to ſerve his End that diredts it. 
8 5 RETLECTION. 
This is to reprove thoſe according to the old Moral) 


; who ſtir up Men in Power to do publick Miſchief; 
which is much worſe than any Man's doing a private 
one himſelt; and only a ſafer way of committing 
greater Outrages. e 


The 


—— 9 ͤꝓ—Ä 
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The Trumpeter's Plea is an arrant Shuffle. He that 
„ countenances, encourages, or abets a Miſchief, does ir. 
Walls Shall he that gives Fire to the Train, pretend to waſh 
100 his Hands of the Hurt that is done by the play ing off the 
| hy [ Mine ? Human Corruptions are as catching as Powder; 
1 | Wh as eaſily inflam'd, and the Fire afterwards as hard to be 
M quench'd. That which a Man cauſes to be done, he 
M does himſelf; and 'tis all a Caſe whether he dues ir Ly 
WA Praftice, Precept, or Example. 


HARARE FAB. 58. A Doc and a WoLF: 
„ Haggard Carrion of a Wolf, and a jolly Dog, with 
| A good Ficſh upon his Back, fell into Company to- 
it gether upon the King's Highway, The Wolf was yery 
| | inquiſitive to learn how he brought himlelt to tha: 
1% happy Piight. Why, fays the Dog, I keep my Maſter's 
WAN Houle from Thieves, and I have very good Meat, Drink 
and Lodging for my Pains, Now it you'll go along 
000 with me, and do as I do, you may fare as I fare. The 
1 Wolf agreed, and ſo away they trotted together; but 
| as they were jogging on, the Wolf ſpy'd a bare Place 
about the Dog's Neck, where the Hair was worn of, 
Brother, ſays he, how comes this, I pr'ythee? Oh! 
that's nothing, ſays the Dog, but the fretting of my 
1 Collar a little. Nay, fays the other, if there be a Co- 
1 lar in the Caſe, I know better things than to ſcil my 
l Liberty for a Cruſt. 
1 MORAL. 
110 We are ſo daxled with the Glare of a ſplendid Appear- 
11 ance, that we can hardly diſcern the Inconvenici.te; 
1 that attend it: 'Tis à Comfort to have good Meat a6 
118 Li | Drink at Command, and warm Lodging : But he that 
[ 1 11808 ſells his Freedom for the gratifying of his Appetite, la, 
1 [| but a hard Bargain of it. 1 | 
1 REFLECTION, 
1 In this Emblem is ſet forth the Bleſſing of Liberty, 
1 and the ſordid Meanneſs of thoſe Wretches who {acri- 
at | 1 fice their Freedom to their Luſts, and their Pallues 
| | | i! (nn What Man in his right Senſes, who has wherewith 
| |; 
| | 


10 to live free, would make himſelf a Slave to Super 
1.04 Auities! We are liable to be impoſed upon by Outſides 
and Appearances, for Want of ſearching things to the 
| Bottom, and examining what really they are, and vyhat 
1100 they only ſeem to be. In 


2 
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In order therefore to form a right judgment on this 
Herd, Children ſhould be early inſtructed, according to 
their Age and Capacity, in the true Eſtimate of things, 
by oppoling the Good to the Evil, and the Evil to the 
Good; and compenſating or qualifying one thing with 
another. What is Plenty without Health? What is Euſe 
without Plenty? And what is Title or Greatneſs, with 
carking Thoughts and a troubled Mind to attend it? 
V hat docs that Man want who has enough? or, What is 
he the better for a great deal, who can never be ſatiſ- 


' ty'd? By this Method of ſetting what we have, againſt 
What we have not, the Equity of Providence will be 


made manifeſt, and to all manner of Purpoſes juſtity'd, 
when it ſhall appear upon the Balance, that every Man 
has his Share in the Bounties of Heaven to Mankind. 


This may be inculcated as to the general Doctrine of 


this Fable ; but the particular one, as we have hinted, 
{ets forth the Value of Liberty, which 1s an ineſtimable 
Jewel, to be preterr'd to all the reſt; for what is Health, 
Plenty, Grandeur, Titles, or any other world'y Good, 
if they are to be held by ſo precarious a Tenure, as 


the arbitrary Will of a Tyrant? Or, to come nearer ſtill 
to the Fable, What wiſe Man would deſire to indulge 


his Appetites at the Price of his Freedom? 


FA B. 59. A FARMER and his Doss. 


\ Certain Farmer was put to ſuch a Pinch in a hard 


Winter for Proviſion, that he was forc'd to feed 


uumtelf and his Family upon the main Stock. The Sheep 
| went firſt to pot; the Goats next; and, after them, the 


Oxen; and all little enough to keep Life and Soul toge- 
ther, The Dogs cali'd a Council upon it, and reſolv'd 


to ſhew their Maſter a fair Pair of Heels for it, before 
1 came to be their Turn; For, ſaid they, after he has 
cut the Throats of our Fellow Servants, that are ſo ne- 
, cetlary for his Buſineſs, it can never be expected, that 
he will ſpare us. | | % 


MoRAL. 


. Tere is no contending with Neceſſity, and we ſhould be 


very tender how we cenſure thoſe who ſubmit to it. 


Ils one thing to be at Liberty to do what we would, and 


another to be tied up to do what we cannot avoid. 


REFLECTION, 


this, adds he, was the naked Truth of the Farm 
Caſe, who would have been glad to have had no Occ. 
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REFLECTION. 

The old Moral obſerves upon this Fable, That , 
a common thing for a Maſter to facrifice a Servant tg 
his own Eaſe and Intereſt ; but that there is no meddlino 
with Men of ſuch an inhoſpitable Humour, that the Do. 
meſticks, how faithful ſoever, can never be ſecure. 

But Sir Roger L' Eſtrange is of Opinion, that this Mo. 
ral is a Force upon the natural Biaſs of the Fable; Fos. 
{fa s he, the Farmer has no Liberty of Choice before 
him, but either to do what he does, or to periſh: An! 
in ſo doing, (with all Reſpect to the Rules of Hon-ty) 
he does but his Duty, without any way iucurring the 
Character of an ill-natur'd Man, or a cruel Maſter. Bu- 
as the ſame Author oblerves, there may be alſo another 
Doctrine rais'd from it; which is, that in Caſes of c. 
treme Difficulty, the Laws of Conveniency and ordinn e 
Practice muſt give place to the Laws of Neceſſity An 


ſion to kill any of his Beaſts. = 


FAB. 60. Au EAGLE and a Fox. 
Treaty of Amity and good Neighbourhoo! wi; | 
once ſtruck up betwixt the Eagle and the For. |. 
Notwithſtanding which, one Day when the Fox wi; 
abroad a foraging, the Eagle fell into his Quarters, 200 
carried away a whole Litter of Cubs at a Swoop. Ti: 
Fox return'd time enough to ſee the Eagle upon le 
Wing, with the Prey in her Foot, and to 1{<nd may | 
a heavy Curſe after her. In a very ſhort time after, u;p- | 


on the ſacrificing of a Goat, the ſame Eagle made a $w00p 


at a Piece of Fleſh upon the Altar, and took it away tv 
her Young : But ſome live Coals, it ſeems, that ſtuck t9 
it, ſet the Neſt on Fire. The Birds were not as ye! 
fledged enough to ſhift for themſelves, but upon {pra'.- 
ing and ſtruggling to get clear of the Flame, down the 
tumbled, halt-roaſted, into the Mouth of the Fox, WO 
ſtood gaping under the Tree, expecting ſuch an Event, 
and who greedily devour'd them in the very Sight 9! 
the Dam. CR 1 


Mon AL. 7 
# * 


Juſtice is a ſacred thing, and no Neceſſity can warran 


the Violation of it, 
REFLECTION. 
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REFLECTION. | 
This is to give great Men to underſtand, that no 
Power upon Earth can prote& them in the Exerciſe 
of Tyranny and Injuſtice, but that ſooner or later Ven- 
geance will overtake Oppreſſors. It likewiſe condemns 
E Treachery and Breach of Faith, even towerds the moſt 
perfidious. And further ſuggeſts to us, that when 


BY on: the Heel of another. The Eagle begins with an 
| Invation upon the Rights of Hoſpitality and common 
S Faith; and at the next Step advances to Sacrilege, in 
W robbing the Altar. And what follows upon it now, 
but a divine Judgment, that makes her acceſſary to the 
firing of her own Neſt, and avenges the Cauſe of the 
Fox, though one of the falleſt of Creatures! 


FAB. 61. HuUsBANDMAN and STO RK. 


Poor innocent Stork had the ill Hap to be taken 
in a Net that was laid for Geeſe and Cranes. The 
dtork's Plea for herſelf was Simplicity and Piety: The 
Love ſne bare to Mankind, her Duty to her Parents, 
and the Service ſhe did in picking up venomous Crea— 
7 tures. This may be all true, ſays the Husbandman, for 
ö rrbat L know; but as you have been taken with ill Com- 
- AW py, you muſt expect to ſuffer with it. 
—— MoRaAuL. 
Our Fortune and Reputation requires us to keep good Com- 
pany; for as we may be eaſily perverted by the Force of 
bad Examples, wiſe Men will judge of us by the Com- 
pany we keep, What ſays the Proverb, Birds of a Fea- 
ther will flock together? 
REFLECTION. | 

A Min may lie under ſome Obligation of Duty and 
P.: {pect, to viſit, eat, and correſpond with many People 
hat he does not like. And this may be well enough 
one too; provided it be out of Decency, Diſcretion, 
or good Manners, rather than upon Choice and Incli- 
ation, and that he avoids it whenever he can, and paſſes 
he principal Part of his Time in better Company. 

It is indeed the Fortune of many a good Man to fall 
to bad Company, and to be undone by it, and yet no 
Pays guilty all this while of the Iniquity of his Com- 


even 


people are in a Train of Wickedneſs, one Sin treads up- 


Panions, - But can any Man be excusd that takes and 
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even ſecks all Opportunities of frequenting the Com- 
pany of ill Men, and ſnewing his Delight in them, pre- 
terably to better? Shew me the Company, ſays the Adage 
and I'll tell you the Man. And when a great Per ſon 27 
ſociates himſelf with Fidlers, Buffoons or Tumbler 
would not any Man judge their Souls to be of the fame 
Standard and Alloy? Or when one ſees a Lord take De- 


light in a Coach-box, would not a cenforious Perſon be 
tempted to think his real Father had preſided in onc 


before him? | 


FAB. 62. Bor and FALSE ALARMS 


Shepherd's Boy had gotten a roguiſh Trick of 
crying, A Wolf! a Wolf! when there was ne 
 tuch Matter, and fooling the Country People with 
falſe Alarms. He had been at this Sport ſo many 
times in Jeſt, that they would not believe him at laſt, 
when he was in Earneſt; and ſo the Wolves brake in 
upon the Flock, and worry'd the Sheep without Re- 
liſtance. 
| MoRart. 
This Fable ſhews ns the dangerous Conſequences of an im- 

proper and unſeaſonable Fooling. The old Moral c- 
ſerves, That a common Lyar ſhall not be believ d, evy; 

when he ſpeaks true. 

REFLECTION, 

It is not every Man's Talent to know when and 
how to calt out a pleaſant Word, with ſuch a Regard 
to Modeſty and Reſpect, as not to tranſgreſs the true 
and fair Allowances of Wir, good Nature, and good 
' Breeding. The Skill and Faculty of governing this 
Freedom within the Terms of Sobriety and Diſcretion, 
goes a great way in the Character of an agreeable Com- 
panion: for that which we call Raillery, in this Senſe, 
is the very Sauce of civil Entertainment: And without 
ſome ſuch Tincture of Urbanity, even in Matters the 
moſt ſerious, the good Humour falters, for Want ot 
Refreſhment and Relief: But there is a Medium yet be— 
twixt All-Fool and All-Philoſopher: I mean a proper 
and diſcrete Mixture, that in ſome fort partakes of both, 
and renders Wiſdom itſelf ſo much the more grateful 
and efteftual. The Gravity, in ſhort, of the one, 1s 


enliven'd-with the Spirit and Quic kneſs of the other ; 
| = + of 


Asors FABLES. 51 


and the Gaiety of a diverting Word ſerves as a Vehicle 
to convey the Force of the Intent and Meaning of it. 
The Shepherd's Boy, in ſhort, to come cloſer to che 
able, went too far upon a Topick he did not under- 
jtand. | R 


FAB. 63. An EAGLE and DAW. 


N Eagle made a Stoop at a Lamb; truſs'd it, and 
took it away with her. A mimica, Daw, that 
taw this Exploit, would needs try the {ime Experiment 
upon à Ram: But his Claws were ſo ſhack.ed in the 
blecce with ligging to get him up, that the Shepherd 
came in, and caught him, before he could clear him- 
alf; he clipt his Wings, and carried him home to his 
Children to play withal. They came gaping about 
him, and ask'd their Father what ſtrenge Bird that was? 
Why, ſuye he, he fanſy'd himſelf an Eagle an Hour ago; 
but now. he is himſelf thoroughly convinc'd, that he is 
but a fily Da Ww. 
Mog AL. 
'1's a high Degree of Vanity and Folly, for Men to take 
more upon ihem than they are able to go through 
withal ; fince the End of all ſuch Undertakings generally 
frubjects them to Mockery as weil as Diſappointment. 
| _ REFLECTION. | | 
Tis vain and dangerous to enter into Competitions 
with our Superiors, in what kind ſoever, whether it 
be in Arms or Expence, or in Arts and Sciences. Tis 
n poſſible for any Man, in fine, to take a true Meaſure 
ot another, without an exact Knowledge of himſelf. 
INay, the Attempt of any thing above our Force, with 
Vanity and Preſumption, moſt certainly ends in a Miſ- 
carriage which makes the Pretender ridiculous. The 
endzvouring to out-do a great Man in his own way, 
iayours in tome Degree of ill Manners, as it is upon the 
mama high Point of Indiſcretion. One Man takes it 
for an Affront to be outwitted; another to be outfool'd, 
as Nero could not endure to be outfiddled; but, in ſhort, 
be tne Matter never fo great, or never ſo trivial, *tis the 
lame Calc as to the Envy of the Competition. 


D 2 FAB. 


 A$0rs FABLES. 
FAB. 64. A Dos in the MAN GHR. 
A envious Cur was gotten into a Manger, and 
there lay growling and ſaarling to keep the 
Cattle from their Provender, chuſing rather to ſtarve 


his own Carcaſe, than ſuffer the other Beaſts to ſatisty 
their Hunger. 8 


32 


Mo RAI. 

Envy pretends to no other Happineſs than what it derige, 
from the Miſery of other People, and will rather at 
nothing itſelf, than not ſtarve thoſe that would. 

| REFLECTION, 

We have but too many Men in the World of this 

Dog's Humour; who will rather puniſh themſelves, than 

not be troubleſome and vexatious to others. This dia- 

bolical Envy is deteſtable, even in private Perſons; but 
whenever the governing Part of a Nation comes to be 
tainted with it, there is nothing ſo ſacred that a corrupt, 
ſupercilious, ill- natur'd Miniſter will not facrificeto this eu- 
ecrable Paſſion. No worthy Man ſhould eat, live, or breathe 
common Air, if he could hinder it. *Tis his Delight to 
blaſt all forts of honeſt Men, and not only to leſſen their 

Characters and their Services, but to range them in the 

Number of publick Enemies: And he had twenty times 

rather ſee the Government fink, than have it thought, 

that any Hand but his own ſhould have a Part in the 

Honour of ſaving it. Now he that betrays his Maſter 

for Envy, will never fail of doing it for Money; for tie 

gratifying of this canker'd Malignity is but another way 
of ſelling him, only the Spite is antecedent and ſublcr- 
vient to the Corruption: But this Court-Envy is not 
altogether the Envy of the Dog in the Fable; tor 
there is a Mixture of Avarice and Intereſt in the former, 


whereas the other is a ſpiteful Malignity purely for 


Miſchief-ſake. The Dog will rather ſtarve himſelt, 
than the Cattle ſhall eat; but the envious Courtier will 
be jure to look to one, whoever elſe ſuffers. 


FaB. 65. A SHEEP and a CROW. 


Crow fat chattering upon the Back of a Sheep: 
Well! Sirrah, ſays the Sheep, you durſt not nave 
cone this to a Dog. Why, I know that, ſays the Crow, 
as well as you can tell me; for I can be as qulet as an 
body with thoſe that are quarre.lome ; and 1 can e 
| troubictoms 
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troubleſome as another too, when I meet with thotc 
that will take 1t. | 
55 | | Morart. 

Ils the Nature and Practice of mean and low Spirits, to 
be inſolent towards thoſe that will bear it, and as ſlav iſir 
to others that are more than their Match, 

REFLECTION. 
Inſolence and Tyranny over Inferiors and Perſons in 
our Power, is ſo unmanly a Vice, that we may be always 


ſure, that ſuch a Behaviour to ſuch Perſons never fails 


to indicate a baſe Mind; ſuch a Mind as is capable ot 
taking the very Inſu'ts from Superiors, where Intereſt 
is concern'd, that it offers to Inferiors. This Comfort, 
however, reſults from the whole, That tho' the Great 
Men threaten the Little ones; yet Kings threaten the Great 
Wen) and, laſt of all, God threatens Kings. In ſhort, 
t may be obſerv'd throughout the Courle of this World, 
That he who is a Tyrant over one, 1s a Slave to ſome 


other; and finds there are Men who are as much too 


hard for him, as he is for thoſe he oppreſſes. And 
every one in his own Caſe thinks himieit hardly uſed, 
tho' he will not conſider it in az0ther's, 


FAR. 66. The CREATURES petition JUPITER. 


General Diſſatisfaction once reigned among ſeveral 

Creatures, at their Conditions particulariy ; the 
Camel prayed Jupiter, That he might have Horns al- 
lotted him as wel for Ornament as Defence, as Bulls 
and Stags had. The Fox pray'd for the Fleet neſs of the 
Hare; the Hare for the Subtlety of the Fox; and the 
Peacock pray'd for the fine Voice of the Nightingale, 
ypcradded to her own beautiful Plumes. Fupiter told 
them, that ſince every Creature had ſome Advantage or 
other peculiar to it{elf, it would not ſtand with divine 
Juſtice, which had provided fo well for every one in par- 
ticuiar, to confer all upon any one And becauſe the 
Camel had ſhewed himſelf molt uneaſy in his State, the 


God not only retusd him Horns, but, for Example- 


lake, puniſh'd him with the Loſs of Ears. 
5 Mox AL. 
Ever living Creature has that Share of the Baunties of 
Heaven, which Providence knows to be bei? for it. We 
ought to be contented with our preſent Condition, te it 
D 3 what 


— 


7 ESO P's Farrets, 


what it will, and not repine at the Di penſat ions of 
Providence. 

REeFrzecTioON, 
We are never content with the Bounties of Heaven, 


One would have a Voice; the other gay C'oaths ; and 


while cyery Man would have all, we charge Providence 
with Injuſtice for not giving to every Man alike. Socrate: 
was in the right in ay ing, That in caſe a Man were to 
have the Choice before him of all the ill Things and 1 
the good Things in Nature, he would come home 
again the ſame Man that he went out, or perhaps. 
worſe. | | 

Why ſhould not the Nightingale envy the Peacock's 
Train, as well as the Peacock envy the Nightingale's 
Note? And why ſhould not all the Works of the Creation 
expoſtulate at the fame Rate, and upon the fame 
Grounds? Why has not Man the Wings of an Eagle to 
carry him from Danger, or to ſatisfy his Curiolicy whit 
the World is doing? Why has he not the Sagacity of a 
Dog, the Paw of a Lion, the Teeth of a Leopard, the 
Heels of a Courſer, and the like? And have not biute 
Animals the ſame Equity of Complaint on the other 
Hand, for Want of the Faculties and Advantages, inte- 
lectual and moral, of Mankind? So that here is a civil 
War that runs through all the Parts of the Univerſe, 
where nothing is pleaſed with its own Lot; and no 
Remedy at laſt, but by new moulding the World over 
again. This inordinate Appetite has been the Overthiow 
of many a Kingdom, Family and Commonwealth. 

To ask Impoſſibilities, in fine, is ridiculous; and to 
ask Things unnatural, is impious: Such as we are, Cod 
ha+ made us; our Poſt and our Station is appointed us, 
and the Decree is not to be reverſed. 


FAB. 67. A CovzTOUS LANDLORD. 
Certain Farmer had one choice Apple-tree in his 


Orchard, that he valued above all the reſt, and 


made his Landlord every Year a Preſent of the Fruit of 
it. His Landlord lik'd the Apples ſo well, that aiter 


awhile nothing would ſerve him but tranſplanting the 


Tree into his own Grounds. It wither'd preſently up- 
on the Removal, and fo there was an End of both Fru!t 
and Tree together. | 


Mqoz 14 . 
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Mo RAI. re 
All covet, all loſe, ſays the Proverb, which is a good 
Moral to the Fable. | 
REFLECTION. 

This is the true Caſe of many a covetous Man: Like 
the Dog ſnapping at the Shadow, he 1s not contented 
with the Good he poſſeſſes, but, endeavouring to get 
more, loſes what he had. The Land ord's Pride and 
Avarice would not let him owe an Obligation to his 
Tenant, and fo he robs his Tenant, defrauds himfeit, 
and loles the Fruit and the Tree for ever. | 


Fan. 63. 4 Fox and GoarT. 


A Fox and a Goat went down by conſent into a 
Well to drink, and when they had quench'd their 

'L hit, the Goat was at a Loſs how to get back again. 
1 have a way for that, ſays Reynard; do but you raiſe 
yourſelf upon your hinder Legs, with your fore Feet 
cloſe to the Wall, and then ſtretch out your Head; A can 
eaſily whip up to your Horns, and ſo out of the Well, 
and draw you after me. The Goat puts himſelf in a 
Poſture immediately, as he was directed, gives the Fox 


a lift, and ſo out he ſprings : But Reynard, inſtead of 
helping him, leaves him with this barbarous Scoff, If 


you had but half ſo much Brain as Beard, fays be, you 
would have bethought yourſelf how to get up again 
before you went down. 5 
MoR At. | 

A wiſe Man will leave nothing to Chance more than needs 

ranſt ; but will debate every thing pro and con bejore 

he co / es to fix upon any Reſolution. 

REFLECTION. | 

It is Wiſdom to conſider the End of things before we 
embark, and to forecaſt Conſequences. It is allo to be 
expected, that Men in diſtreſs will look to themſelves 
in the firſt Place, and leave their Companions to ſhift 
as Well as they can. When a Knave and an honeſt Man 
happen to be embark'd together in the fame common 
Intereſt, the Sharper will be ſure, if ever it comes to a 
pinch, to ſhift for himſelf, and leave the other in the 
lurch. Ir is the way of the World for Men to abandon 


their Benefactors, and to make ſport with thoſe who: 


raised them. No Matter for the Morality of the thing, 
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fo long as it is the Faſhion; and he that advances him. 
{if upon the Ruin of another, frequently gets the Repu- 
tation of a Man of Art and Addreſs. The Facility and 
the Simplicity of the Goat, ſhews us what an hone 
Man is to truſt to, who keeps a Knave company. In 
fine, it behoves us to look before we leap, and in ca 
of the worſt that can befal us, to ſecure an After-game. 


Fa B. 69. Cocks and a PARTRIDGE. 


Noted Cocker bought a Partridge, and turn'd it 
to feed among his fighting Cocks. The Cocks 
beat the Partridge away from the Meat; which ſhe laid 
the more to Heart, becauſe it look'd like an Averſion 
to her purely as a Stranger. But the Partridge finding 
theſe very Cocks afterwards tearing one another to 
pieces, comforted herſelf with this Thought, that ſhe hid 
no reaſon to expect they ſhould be kinder to her, than 
they were to one another. | 
| . 
Ie no wonder to find thoſe People troubleſame to Siran- 
gers, who cannot agree among themſelves. 
5 E REFLECTION: 
There is no Peace to be expected among thoſe that 
are naturally fierce and quarrelſome. As far as poſſible, 


we are to avoid ill Company; but where we are forcd 


upon it, there is no Remedy but Patience. The Cocks 


here did but according to their Kind; and it is the 


ſame thing with wicked Men too (as Birds of the fame 
Feather) to be troubleſome to other People as well as (9 
one another. | 


FAB. 70. A BRAGGING TRAVELLER. 


Vain Fellow, who had been abroad in the World, 
would ſtil! be tiring Peoples Ears at his Return 
with Stories of his wonderful Actions in his Travels; 
and particularly he told of a Leap he took at Rhodes, 
that no Body there could come within ſix Foot of 1t. 
Now this, ſays he, I am able to prove by ſeveral Wit- 
neſſes upon the Place. If this be true, ſays one of the 
Company, there's no need of going to Rhodes for Wit- 
neſs: Do but you fanſy this to be Modes, and then ſhe vi 
us the Leap, | 


Mora L. 
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| MonaL. | 
Inſtant Detection oftentimes attends the prating Folly of a 

Boaſter, and then he becomes the Scoff and Contempt of 

the Company, inſtead of being, what he would have 

been thought, the moſt conſiderable Man in it. 

; | REFLECTION. ns 
This home Put of one of the Company, was bring- 
ing the Matter to a Demonſtration : Vain Boaſters ſhou!d 
be cautious of making Pretenſions to What may be o 
eaſily brought to immediate Proof. Travellers, they 
ſiy, may lye by Authority; and yet our Traveller's Pri- 


vilege here was not ſufficient to protect him from being 


made a Sport to the Company. 


FAB. 71. A SCOFFER Puniſbed. 


\ Preſumptuous Scoffer at Things ſacred, took a 


Journey to Delphos, on purpoſe to try it he could 
put a Trick upon Apollo He carry'd a Sparrow in his 
Hand under his Coat, and told the God, I have ſome- 
thing in my Hand, ſays he, Is it dead or living? If the 
Oracle ſhould ſay *twas dead, he could ſhew it alive; 
if living, twas but {ſqueezing it, and then 'twas dead. 
He that faw the Iniquity of his Heart, gave him this 
Anſwer: It ſhall een be which of the two thou pleaſeſt: 
for tis in thy Choice to have it either the one or the 
other, as to the Bird; but 'tis not in thy Power is to 
thy ſelf, and immediately ſtruck the bold Scoffer dead, 
lor a Warning to others. 

| | MoRaAL, 

Preſumption naturally leads People to Infidelity, and that 
Ly inſenſtble Degrees to Atheiſm: For when Men have 
once caſt off a Reverence for Religion, they are come 
within one Step of laughing at it. 

REFLECTION, 

There is no playing faſt and looſe with God Almighty, 
who ſees the very Thoughts of our Hearts. This way 
of fooling in holy Things, is the very boideſt fort of 
Impiety that can be practiſed. He that pretends to 
doubt of an All-knowing Power, has as much right to 
doubt of an All-mighty Power too; and the bringing gf 
one Attribute in queſtion, opens the way to a Diffidence 
of all the reſt. It would prevent a great deal of Wick- 
edneſs in the World, if Men would but live and act in 
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religious Matters ſo as to own and to recoginze che 


Force and Awe of a Deity in their PraZlices, as well ; 
in their Words: But when they come to querying and 
riddling upon it, with an Jf it be ſo and fo, the Scand! 
of the Suppoſit ion is not to be borne; for ſuch 5 way 
of ſeeming to affirm a Thing, is but one Remove from 
a flat Denial of it. Such was: the Scoffer's Queſtion 
here to the Oracle, which implies both the Doubt of 1 
Divine Omniſcience, and a Curioſity to diſcover the 
Truth of the Matter, with a Banter at the End of it: 
and ſo makes a conſummated Wickednets; which we 
think completes the Fable, in making it end with 10 
delerved a Puniſhment. | 


FA B. 72. 4 WoMaN aud a Far HEN. 
N Good Woman, who had a Hen that laid her cyery 
Day an Egg, fanſy'd that, upon a larger Allow- 


_ ance of Corn, this Hen might be brought to lay twice 
a Day. She try'd the Experiment; but the Hen grew 


fat upon it, and quite gave over laying. 
MORAL; 
We ſhould ſet Bounds to our Deſires, and content ourſelver 
when we are well, for fear of loſing what we have. 
| REFLECTION. 

This Fable is of the ſame Nature with that of the 
covetous Landlord, Fav. 67. and affords us a Figure ot 
the Folly and the Miſchief of vain Deſires, and an im- 
moderate Love of Riches. Covetouſneſs is enough tc 
make the Maſter of the World as poor as he that has jull 
nothing. Tis a Madneſs for one that has enough a:rea.!y, 
to hazard all for the getting of more. There is a gu- 
Medium betwixt eating too much and too little; and 
this Dame had undoubtedly hit upon it, when the Hen 
brought her every Day an Egg. But when ſhe came 
to enlarge the Hen's Allowance for her own Profit, 
upon an Opinion, that more Corn would produce moi 
Eggs, her Avarice miſled her into a Diſappointment, 
which was both a Judgment upon the Sin, in the Lois 
of what ſhe had berore, and an Error in the very Point 
of Management and good Houlewitry ; for Ropletion 
obſtructs the molt neceſſary Offices of Nature, and that 
as Well in human Creatures as Poultry: And th's may 
{erve as another Leſſon to Parents, and thoſe to Mug 

| the 


X# s0r's FABLES. 39 
the Care of Children is intruſted, how they ſuffer them 
to overcharge their Stomachs, and humour their Ap- 
petites; lince ſuch a Habit will make them unfit for 
every good Purpoſe, or Improvement, and fill them 
with Diſeaſes into the Bargain. 


FN B. 72. A MAN bit by a Dos. 
NE bitten by a Dog, was adviſed, as the beſt 
Remedy in the World, to dip a Piece of Bread 
in the Blood of the Wound, and give it the Dog to 
cat. Mighty good Advice truly, ſiys the Man! and fo 
vou have a Mind to draw all the Dogs in Town upon 
me? for that will certainly be the caſe, when they 
ſhall find themſelves rewarded inſtead of puniſh. 
Mon AlL. | 
Our Good-nature ſhould always be manag'd with Pri- 
dence. We may forgive an In jury; but we ſhould not 
encourage the Perſon who has injur'd us, to repeat the 

Oyence. 

| REFLECTION, 

Under the Rule and Correction of this Allegory, we 
may reckon Calumny, Slander, and Detraction in any 
Form or Figure whatſoever, and all manner of Affronts 
and Indignittes upon our good Names, or our Perſons. 
There may be Place in all theſe Caſes for a generous 
Charity to forgive Offences, even of the highelt Inpra- 
titude and Malice; but it is not adviſable to reward, 
waere Men have the Tenderneſs not to puniſh. This 
way of Proceeding is dangerous in all the Affairs, pub- 
lick as well as private, of human Lite; for 'tis a Temp- 


tation to Vilainy, when a Man fares the better for evil- 


doing. Il-Nature, in fine, is not to be cur'd with a 

Sop; but on the contrary, quarrelſome Men, as well as 
N | x 9 — . 

quarrelſome Curs, are often the worſe for gentle Uſage. 


FAP. 7.4. 4 ThuNNy and a DOLPHIN. 


Thunny was chaſed by a Dolphin, which being 
A juft ready to ſeize him, the Thunny ſtruck be- 
tore he was aware, and the Dolphin, in the Eagerneſs 
ot his Purſuit, ran himſelf a-ground with him. The 
were both loft ; but the Thunny kept his Eye ftill upon 
the Dolphin, and obſerving him when he was juſt at the 
alt Caſp; Well, ſays he, the Thought of Death is now 
| D 6 | ealy 
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eaſy to me, ſo long as I ſee my Enemy go for Com: 
Pany. 
| MoRar. 

An innocent Man may be indulg'd ſome Satisfa#ion, when 
he ſees the rapaclous Enemy, who brought Deſtruclion 
upon him, involv'd in the ſame Calamity, 

REFLECTION.. | 
Sir Roger L'Eſirange has made this and the following 

Fable to have the ſame Import, and has put them both 

under one Moral and Reflection, to ſhew the Wickedneſs 

of a revengeful Diſpoſition: But to us there ſ-ems a 

wide Difference in the two Fables; and therefore we 


. think ourſelves juſtify'd, in taking upon us to differ 


from that celebrated Writer, and to make two diſti:& 
Applications to them. Here is the harmleſs Thunny, 
in {triving to fave his Life from the Jaws of a devour- 
ing Enemy, driven on Shore and loſt; and, as we hive 
ovierved in the Moral, it was a natural and pardonable 
Satisfaction that he took in ſeeing his cruel and merci- 
els Enemy ſharing the ſame Fate which he had brought 
upon him. The Doctrine from hence may be, Thit 
Divine Vengeance oftentimes involves a wicked Man in 
the fame Ruin which he had delign'd for another, and 
he meets his Puniſhment in the very higheſt and moit 
ſucceistul Act of his Malice. 


FAB. 75. Two ENEMIES at Sea. 


WO Enemies were at Sea in the fame Veſſel, the 
one at the Ship's Head, the other at the Stern. 

Ic blew a dreadful Storm; and when the Veſſel was juit 

ready to be ſwaliow'd up, one of them ask d rhe Maſter, 

which Part of the Ship would be firſt under Water? 

He told him the other End would fink firſt, Why then, 

gays he, I ſhall have the Comfort of ſeeing my Enemy 

go before me. | | 
MoRart. 

Tis a wretched Satisfaction that a revengefa! Man takes, 
when he can lofe his own Life, provided that his Enen 
may not ſurvive him. 

REFLECTION. | 
Revenge is a truly diabolical Diſpoſition, and ſtops at 


nothing that is viokent and wicked, It divides the 


6carck Vriends, embro.ls Governments, and tears Fam. 


185 


sor's FABLE 9, 6x 
lies to Pieces. The Hiſtories of all Ages are full of the 
tragical Outrages that have been executed by this infer- 
nal Paſſion ; which is even capable of hardening People 
into a brutal Contempt of Death, (as in the Fable above) 
v/here they may but ſee their Enemies fall for Company. 


FaB. 76. The ASTROLOGER Admoniſb d. 
Certain Star-gazer had the Fortune, in the very 
Height cf his celeſtial Obſervations, to ſtumble 

Imo 2 very deep Ditch; and while he was ſerabbling to 


get out, Friend, ſays a ſober Fellow patting by, make 


a right Uſe of your preſent Misfortunes; and, for the 
future, pray let the Stars go on quietiy in their Courſes, 
and do you look a little better to the Ditches; for is it 
not ſtrange, that you ſhould tell other People their For- 
tuncs, and know nothing of your own? | 
Moral. | 
This Fable is a juſt Rebuke to ſuch as neglect their own 
Concerns to fry into thofe of other People. 
5 REFLECTION. RO 
The Fable alſo ſerves, taken according to the Letter of 
it, to expoſe the impudent Pretenſions of Fortune-tellers, 
Gypites, Wizards, and ſuch-like, who ſo much impoſe on 
the Credulity of. the Weak and Ignorant, as well in 
Town as (.ountry, eſpecially in the latter. This Humour. 
as Sir Roger L'Efirange well obſerves, let it look never ſo 
little and filly, (as it paſſes many times only tor Frolick 
and Banter) is yet one of the molt pernictous Snares in 
human Lite, when it comes once to gain Credit; eſpe— 
cialy among Women and Children, where the Imagina— 


tion is ſtrong in the one, and the Diſpolition is as pliant 


1s Wax tor any Impreſſion in the other. Wheretore, of 
all Things in this World, Care is to be taken, that they 
get not a Hankering after thefe wretched Jugglers. To 
ay nothing of the Fooleries of Fortune Books, and 
a hundred other vulgar Ways of Enquiry into the Event 
of Amours, Marriages, Life and Death, Travel, Play, or 


the like which is all but a Tincture of the ſame capital 


lofirmity. If theſe Pretenders were not better ſupported 
by the Simplicity and Superſtition of inquiſitive Fools, 
than they are by any Congruity of Premiſes and Con- 
cluſion, or by the ordinary Way of tracing Cauſes from 
their Effects, the Trade would not find them ah, 

| | | QT 
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for there is no proportion at all betwixt the Mean: an 
the End. 


FAB. 77. A FowLER and a BLAcR-BIUn H. 


lack-Bird ask'd a Fowler, who was baiting h. 

Net, What he was doing? Why, ſays he, 1 am 
[iying the Foundations of a City ; and 10 the Bird- Mn 
drew out of Sight. The Black-Bird, miſtruſting nothing 
flew preſently to the Bait in the Net, and Was te ken; 
and as the Man came running to lay hold of him, Fricn. ! 
ſays the poor Black Bird, if this be your way of Bui 
ing, you 4! have but few Inhabitants. 

Mo RAL. 
W 3 hg People ſometimes pay dear for their impertinen! 
Folly, 


J 


| REFLECTION. 

The Black-Bird here met with a deſerved Fate. Lie 
could not reſt contented with en) joying his own Liverty, 
bur muſt pry into the Concerns of others, and as 00 
as the Bird-man was gone, muſt needs deſcend from his 
Sanctuary, to devour the Bait to which he had no Right, 
and was deſervedly therefore caught in the Gn. On 
the other hand, the Fowler ſets forth the Arts and Stra- 


tagems of a deſigning Man, who never wants a Pre- 


tence to draw unwary and inquiſitive Fools into b. 
Net, and ſuits his Bait to the Weakneſs of the intended 
Prey. And indeed it will be found on due Obſervation, 
that the greateſt Part of Mankind are as cally taken | 
and ſeduced, as the ſillieſt Birds, while they permit tne 
Eagerneſs of their Appetites to ſuſpend the Exercilc ot 
their Reaſon. And if a ſuitable Bait be held out, as 
luxurious Treat to an Epicure, a fine Woman to a 80 n. 
ſualiſt, or the Appearance of Gain to a Miſer, they 
each reſpectively ſnap at the Bait as eagerly as a B. yy 
or a Fiſh would do at p Worm, a Gudgeon, or a Gran 


of Corn. 


FA B. 78. Mercury and a TRAVELLER. 


Traveller juit entring upon a long Journey, made 
a Promiſe to Mercury that he would dedicate to 
his Divinity half what he ſhould find. Somebody had 
loſt a Bag of Dates aud Almonds, it ſeems, and it was 


his Fortune to find it. He fell to work upon them 
imme⸗ 
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immediately, and when he had eaten up the Kernels, 
and all that was goo of them, he laid the Stones and 
the Shells upon an Altar; and delir'd Mercury to take 
notice that he had perform'd his Vow. For, ys he, 


here are the Outſides of the one, and the Iuſides of the 


other, and there's the Moiety I promis'd. 

| MORA Le. 

Some Men talk as if they believed in God, but they live 4. 
if they thought there were none; but their very Prayers 
are Mockeries, and their Vows and Promiſes are no more 
than Words of Courte, which, if they ever intended to 
make good, they ſeldom have the Heart to do it, Wen i⸗ 
comes to the Point. | | 

1 8 REFLECTION. | 
More or leſs, we are all Jugglers in ſecret betwixt 

Heaven and our own Souls; only we ſeek to meditate 

and cover Abules under the Maſque and Pretence of Con- 


(cience and Religion; and make God Almighty privy to a 


thouſand falſe and cozening Contrivances, which we keep 
as the greateſt Privacics in the World from the Know- 
Ie ge of our Netphbours. Nay, when we are moſt in 
earneſt, our Vows and Promiſes are more than half 
broken in the very making them: And if we can but 
{cure ourſelves a Retreat, by fome plauſible Evaſion, 
Diſtinction, or mental Reſervation, it ferve our Purpoſe 
as well as if it were a caſuiſtical Reſolution. In one 
Word, we all too much find the Moral of Mercury and 
tne Traveller in the very Secrets of our Hearts, betwixt 
Heaven and our own Souls. 


Fas. 79. A Boy and his MorRER. 
A School-Boy ſtole a Book, and brought it to his 


Mother; who was fo far from correcting him 
tor it, that ſhe rather encourag'd him. As he grew 
bigger, he increas'd in Villainy, till he came at laſt to 
be taxen in a great Theft, and was brought to Juſtice 
for it. His Mother went lamenting along with him to 
the Place of Execution, where he got leave of the Offi- 
cers, to have a Word or two in private with her. He 
put his Mouth to her Ear, and under Pretext of a Whiſ- 
per, bit it clear off. This unnatural Villainy turn'd 
every body's Heart againſt him more than before: Well, 
Sd People, ſays the Boy, here you ſee me an Example, 


both 
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both upon the Matter of Shame and Puniſhment ; ang 
it is this Mother of mine chat has brought me to it; 


for if ſhe had but whipt me ſoundly for the Book 1 | 


ſtole when I was a Boy, I ſhould never have com 
the Gallows for Theft now I'm a Man. 
| | Mon AL. | 
We are either made or marr'd in our Education; and Ga— 
vernments, as well as private Families, are concern d 
in the Conſequences of it. | | 
REFLECTION, 

Wicked Diſpoſitions ſhould be check'd in time; for 
when they come once to Habits, they grow incurable, 
More People go to the Gibbet for want of early In- 
ſtruction, Diſcipline and Correction, than upon any in- 
curable Pravity of Nature; and it is mightily the Fault 
of Parents, Guardians, Tutors and Governors, tha? 10 
many Men miſcarry. They ſuffer them at firſt to run 
a-head, and when perverſe Inclinations are advanc d 
once into Habits, there is no dealing with them. 


2 0 


FAB. 80. A SHEPHERD farn'd MERCHANT: 


Shepherd feeding his Flock by the Sea-ſide on 3 
very fine Day, the Smoothneſs of the Water 
tempted him to leave his Shepherd's Buſineſs, and ſet up 


for a Merchant. So in all haſte he puts off his Stock, 


buys a Bargain of Figs, gets his Freight aboird, an! 
away preſently to Sea. But foul Weather happening, 
the Mariners were fain to caſt their whole Lading over- 
board, to fave themſelves and the Veſſel. Upon th; 
Miſcarriage, our new Merchant Adventurer betook him- 
ſelf to his old Trade again: And it happen'd one D, 
as he was tending his Sheep upon the very {ime Cout!, 
to be juſt ſuch a flattering tempting Sea as that which 
betray'd him before: es, yes, ſays he, Hio's Fool then? 
You'd have ſome more Figs with a Vengeance, would yet 
MO RAL. | | 
Men may be happy in all Eſtates, if they will but fut 
their Minds to their Condition. But if they will be 
launching out into Buſineſs they do not underſtand, 1 
have nothing left them to truſt to when they are once 
bewilder'd, but the Hope of ſome kind Providence to put 
them in the right Way home again. 


REFLEC® 
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REFLECTION. 

Affliction makes People honeſt and wiſe, Every Man 
living has his weak Side, and no Mortal was ever yet 
ſo much at Eaſe, but his Shoe wrung him ſome where 
or other, or he fanſy'd ſo at leaſt. Our Shepherd's 
Caſe here, in ſhort, is every Man's Caſe, who quits a 
moral Certainty for an Uncertainty, and leaps from the 
honelt Buſineſs he wes brought up to, into a Trade he 
has no Skill in, 


Fas. 81. A MaN OF QUALITY, and a LION. 


Perſon of Quality dream'd one Night that he ſaw 
a Lion kill his only Son, who was, it ſeems, a 


great Lover of the Chace. This Fancy ran in the Fa- 


ther's Head to that degree, that he built his Son a Houte 
of Pieaſure, on purpoſe to keep him out of harm's way; 
and ſpar'd neither Art nor Colt to make a delicious Re- 
treat, which however, in the main, the young Man con- 


fider'd as no other than a Priſon, and his Father, who 


confin'd him to it, as his Keeper. Among the Paint- 
ings Which adorn'd this little Palace, was the Picture ot 
2 Lion, which he viewing one Day, and being incens'd 
to think that he ſhould be kept a kind of Priſoner tor 
the fake of a ſilly Dream of ſuch a Beaſt, he made a 
B:ow at the Picture; but ſtriking his Fiſt upon the 
Point of a Nail in the Wall, his Hand cancerated, he fel! 
into a Fever, and ſoon after died of it: So that all the 
Father's Precaution could not ſecure the Son from the 
Fatality of dying by a Lion. 
mY 8 Mo RAI. | 

Superſiitioas' Minds are often puniſh'd in the way they 

moſt aread. And the very means which we take 10 

avoid an apprehended Evil, when we rely too much on 

our own Strength or Prudence, without truſting in Pro- 

widence, are often made uſe cf to bring it upon us. 

5 REFLECTION, 
| Tis to no purpoſe to think of preventing or divert- 
ing Fatalities, eſpecially where the Event looks like the 
Puniſhment of a Superſtition; as it fares with thoſe who 
govern their Lives by Forebodings and Dreams, or the 
_S'gns of ill Luck, as we uſe to tay; they are ſtill anxi- 
ous and uneaſy. Hiſtory is full of Examples to il/uftrate 
the Doctrine of this Fable. The Father was to blame tor 
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laying ſo much ſtreſs upon a fooliſh Dream, and the Ser: 

Was little leſs to blame for being ſo much tranſported 

at the Impreſſion of that Fancy of the Father: Bur 

they were both juſtly puniſh'd however, the one fer 
his Superſtition, and the other tor his Paſſion, 

FA B. 82. A Fox that bft bis TAIL. 
A his Neck, by leaving his Tail behind him. It was 
10 uncouth a Sight for a Fox to appear without a Tall, 
that the very Thought of it made him weary of his 
Lite: But however, for the better Countenince of the 
Scandal, he got the Maſter and Wardens of the Fox's; 
Company to call a Court of Aſſſftants, where he hiralc!r 
appear'd, and made a learned Diicourſe upon the Trou- 
ble, the Uſeleſſneſs, and the Indecency of Foxes w:ar- 
ing Tails. He had no ſooner ſaid out h's Say, bur up 
riſes a cunning Snap, then at the Board, who deſir'd to 
be inform'd, whether the worthy Member that mov'd 
againſt. the wearing of Tails, gave his Advice for the 
Advantage of thoſe that had Tails, or to palliate the De- 
formity and Diſgrace of thoſe that had none? 

| Mon AL. 

'Tis the way of the World to give other People Counſel ſer 
By-ends, But yet it is a hard Matter to over-ru:e 4 
Multitude to their own Pain and Loſs. 

. | RENFLECTIONS. 
We may improve a Doctrine from this, that every 

Man has his weak Side either by Miſchance or by Na- 


ture; and that he makes it his Buſineſs to cover it too 


the beſt he can. In caſe of the worſt, it is ſome ont 


of Eaſe to have Company in Misforune. It puts a Man 


out of Countenance to be in a Faſhion by himſchf, and 
therefore the Fox acted cunningly to try if he coded 
bring his fellow Foxes to pur themſelves into his Moze. 
When we have carry'd a Point as far as it will go, und 
can make no more of it, 'tis a Stroke of Art and Phi- 


loſophy, to look as if we did not ſo much as wiſh for 


a thing that is not to be had. Every Man's preſent Con- 
dition has ſomewhat to be ſaid for it: If it be unezly, 
the Skill will be, either how to mend it, or how 10 
bear it; but then there muſt be no claſhing with the 


Methods, the Decrees, and the Laws of Nature. 5 ror 
/ that 


Fox taken in a Trap, was glad to compound for 


1 


＋ 
1 


Ss Ops FABLES. 


6 7 


that has for feited his Honour and his Conſcience, ſeems 
to be much in the Condition of the Fox here that had 
loſt his Tail, and oftentimes takes as much Pains too, 
to perſuade all his Companions to follow his Faſhion, 
and be as corrupt as himſelf, that he may bring the 
reſt of the World down to his own Standard. 


Fan. 83. A Fox and a BRAMBLE. 


Fox cloſe purſued, took a Hedge; the Buſhes gave 
way, and in catching hold of a Bramble to break 
his tall, the Prickles ran into his Feet; upon this, he 
laid himſelf down, and fell to licking his Paws. with 
bitter Exclamations againſt the Bramble. Good Words, 
Reynard, ſys the Bramble, one would have thought, that 
you, whoſe Heart is bent on Miſchief, had known better 
Things, than to lay hold on that for Relief, which catches 
at every thing elle for Miſchief, ES 
| MORAL: - | 
That Man is hard put to it, who firſt brings himſelf into 
a Diſtreſs, and then is forcd to fly to his Enemy for 
Relief. | | 
REFLECTION. 
They who make theinſelves the common Enemies of 
Mankind, by breakirg all the Meaſures of good Faith, 


Truth, and Peace, and by lying ia wait for innocent 


Blood, let them turn their Heads which way they will, 
they ſtall be ſure of an Enemy in the Face of them: 
Nay, they meet veith their Puniſhment, where they 
look tor Safety; and which V ay foever they go, Divine 
juſtice either meets them, or purſues them. The Fox's 
charging his Misfortune here upon the Bramble, is the 
very Cite and Practice of wicked Men, who ſnarl at 


the luſtrument, without fo much as thinking of the 


Providence. | 


Fan. 84. A Fox and HUNTSMEN. 


Fox that was hard purſu'd, begg'd of a Country- 
man to help him to ſome Hiding-Place.. The 
Man directed him to his Cottage, and thither he went. 
The Huntſmen were preſently at his Heels, and asked 
the Cottager, if he did not ſee a Fox that way. No, 


truly, lays he, I faw none; but pointed at the fame 
time with his Finger to the Place where he lay. The 
45 . | Huntſmen: 
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Huntſmen did not take the Hint, it ſeems, but the Fox Þ © 
ſpy'd him, however, through a Peeping-Hole he hid | 7 
found out: So the Hunters went their Way, and then 
out ſteals the Fox, and departs without one Word {peak- 
Ing. Why, how now, ſays the Man, han't you the Man- | 
ners to thank me before you go? Yes, yes, ſiys the | 


Fox, if you had been as honeſt of your Fingers as you bs 
were of your Tongue, I ſhould not have gone without ; 
acknowledging the Favour, 

Mon Al. | : 
A Man may tell a Lye by "Signs, as well as in Fords at 


Length, and his Conſcience in this Caſe is as anſweralle | 
for his Fingers as for his Tongue. | | 
REFLECTION. | 

Here is a Caſe of Honour and of Conſcience both in 
one, upon the Matter of Hoſpitality and of Truſt, The 
Laws of Hoſpitality are ſacred on the one Side, and ſo | 
| are the Duties we owe to our Country on the other, 
i B It we conſider the Truſt, Faith muſt not be broken; if 
15 the common Enemy, his Counſel is not to be kept. 
| The Woodman did as good as tacitly promiſe the Fox 
l a Sanctuary; but not being Sui Juris, be promiſed more 
il than he could warrantably perform; for a ſubſequent 


| Promiſe to conceal the Fox could not diſcharge him ot 

, a prior Obligation to deſtroy him, as a Beaſt of Prey. 
| th "Tis true, it would have been more generous to have 

15 done it at firſt, and while he had as yet no Colour of 
Wh | any Tie of Honour upon him to preſerve him. Tae 
Fox begg'd for Protection, which he had no Reaton 
| to expect. But let that be as it will, there is no Excule 
1 for the Wood man's Double-dealing: For a Man fhodd 
* not promiſe that which he does not intend to perform. 


FA B. 85. 4 MAN and a WocpEN Gop. 


Man who had a great Veneration for an Im ige he 
A had in his Houſe, found, that the more he pray d 
to it to proſper him in the World, the more he went 
down the Wind ſtill. This put him into ſuch a Rage, 
that at laſt he daſh'd the Head of it to Picces agent 
the Wall, and out comes a conſiderable Quantity 0! % 
Why this 'tis, ſays he, ro adore a perverſe and inſenſible 
Deity, that wül do more for Blows than Worſhip. 


Moral. 
KS 
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| MoRaAL. | 
Aloft People accommodate their Religion to their Profit, and 
yeckon that to be the beſt Church which there is moſt to 
be got by. 
REFLZCTION. 

All People who worſhip for Fear, Profit, or ſome 
other By-end, fall more or leſs within the Intendment ot 
this Emblem. It is a kind of a conditional Devotion 
for Men to be religious no longer than they can fave, or 
get by it. The whole Sum of the Moral is, in ſhort, 
compriz'd in the old Saying, He who ſerves God for Mo- 
ney, will ſerve the Devil for better Wages. 


FAB. 86. A FATHER and his CHILDREN. 
Country man who had liv'd handſomely in the 
World upon his honeſt Labour and Induſtry, was 
achrous his Sons ſhould do ſo after him; and being now 
1pon his Death-bed, My dear Children, ſays he, I reckon 
myſelf bound to tell you, before I depart, that there is 

a conſiderable Treaſure hid in my Vineyard; wherefore 

pray be ſure to dig, and ſearch narrowly for it when J 

am gone. The Father dies, and the Sons fall immedi— 

ately to work upon the Vineyard. They turn'd it up 
over and over, and not one Penny of Money to be found 
there; bur the Profit of the next Vintage expounded the 

N Monk Al. 

Cc Counſel is the beſt Legacy a Father can leave to a 
Child; and it is ſtill the better, when it is ſo wraft up, 
as to beget a Curioſity as well as an Inclination to 
follow it. | ; 

REFLECTION. 

There is no Wealth like that which comes by the 
B.ctling of God upon honeſt Labour and warrantable 
Induſtry, Here 1s an Incitement to an induſtrious Courſe 
of Life, by a Confideration of the Profit, the Innocence, 
and the Virtue of ſuch an Application. There is one 
great Comfort in Hand, beſide the Hope and Aſſurance 
ot more to come. It was a Touch of Art in the Father 
to cover his Meaning in ſuch a manner, as to create a 
Curioſity, and an earneſt Deſire in his Sons to find it 
out. And It was a treble Advantage to'them beſides; 
tur there was Heath in the Exercite, Pre fit in the Diſ- 

| 5 covery, 
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covery, and the Comfort of a good Conſcience in dit 
charging the Duty of a filial Obedience. 


FAB. 87. A FISHERMAN ard his Pipe. 


\ Fiſherman, who underſtood Piping better thin 
Netting, fate himſelf down upon the Side of 
River, and touch'd his Flute; but not a Fiſh came near 
him. Upon this, he laid down his Pipe and caſt his 
Net, which brought him a very great Draught. Th; 
Fiſh fell a frisking in the Net, and the Fiſherman ob. 
ſerving it; What Sots are theſe, ys he, that wou d 
not dance When I play'd to them, and Will be dancing 

now without Muſick ! 

| Man i t. | 
A Man, who uſes not the proper and requiſite Means 1 
attain his End, can never expect Succeſs, 
5 5 REFLECTION: 

There is a proper Time and Seaſon for every thing: 
and nothing can be more ridiculous, than the doing ot 
Thing without a due Regard to the Circumſtances of 
Perſons, Proportion, Time and Place. 


FAB. 88. 4 FISHER MAN's Good Luck. 


| Fiſherman had been a long while at work with- 

out catching any thing, and at laſt began to think 
ot taking up his Tackle, and going: But in that very 
inſtant a great Fiſh leapt into the Boat, and ended the 
Day to his great Advantage. | 


Moral. 


Patience, Conſtancy, and Perſeverance, in an honeſt Caus, 


and Duty, can never fail of a happy End, one way el 
other. | 
REFLECTION. | | 
That which we common!y call good Fortune, is pio- 
perly Providence; and when Matters ſucceed better with 


us by Accident, than we could pretend to by Skil, we 


ought to aſcribe it to the Divine Goodneſs, as a Biciling 
upon Induſtry. It is every Man's Duty to lavour in his 
Calling, and not to deſpond for any Miſcarriiges or 
Dil-ppointments that were not in his own Power to 
prevent. Faith, Hope and Patience overcome all things, 
and Virtue can never fail of aReward in the Conclulion. 
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FA B. 89. DEATH and an OLD Man. 


N Old Man had travell'd a great Way under a 
huge Burden of Sticks, and tound himiclt 10 
weary at laſt, that he caſt it down, and calld upon 
Death to deliver him from a miſcrable Life. Death 
came preſently at his Call, and asked him his Buſineſs. 
Pray, good Sir, fays he, affrighted to find him ſo ready, 
ao me but the Favour to help me up with my Burden 
again. e 
| | MoR ATL. 

Human Nature, however miſerable in this Life had rather 
fu jer than die. If Death were always {o ready to attend 
a diſappointed Mind wen it calPd, Men would take care 
to make it the laſt thing they wiſh'd for, 

REFLECTION. 

We are apt to pick Quarrels with the World for every 
little Foolery. Every trivial Crois makes us ſay we are 
weary of the World: but our Tongues run quite to 
another Tune, when we come once to parting with it 
in earneſt. Then we are willing to endure any thing 
in this World, if we can but Keep Life and Soul toge- 
ther. When it comes to that once, tis not help me off 
with my Burden, but help me p with it. To this 
purpoſe, the dying Parſon ſpoke naturally enough, tho? 
not over piouſly, who being comtorted that he was 
going now to enjoy the Fruits of his good Lite and 
Preaching, to a Place of Joy and Glory incxpreſlible, 
where all hi; Cares and his Trouble: would be at an 
End; 'Tis very true, ſays he, Heaven is a bleſſed Place, 
to be ſure; but were I to have my Prayers heard, I 
Would ſay, for a little longer at leaſt, Old England for 
me! | | | 


FAB. 00. An APE elected King. 


N the Death of a Lion, a Contention aroſe among 

the Beaſts who ſhould be King in his Place. Se- 
veral Competitors offer'd; but at ja{t an Ape, delighting 
the Crowd with his Grimaces an Gambols, w3s cho- 
ten. This diſguſting the Fox, he pretends to have found 
a Treaſure, which he ſaid belong's on'y to his Majeſty, 
and defird him to go take Poſſeſſion of it. The Fox 
bees him a Bait laid in a Ditch tor the Treaſure, which. 
the Ape going to ſeize, the Trap ſprings, ani catches 
5 | | him 
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U 
him by the Fingers. 4h thou perfidions Wretch ! ci, | 
1. the Ape. Or thou ſimple Prince, rather, replies the 
110 Fox! You a Governor of others, with a Vengeance. 

if that han't Wit enough to look to your own Fingers! 1 
Mo RAL. 
When Apes are in Power, Foxes will never be wantel h 
0. lay upon them. 
r REFLECTION. 
Wh Men ſhould not take a Charge upon them, which they 
| are not fit for. Singing, Dancing, and Shewing of Tricks 
are not Qualifications for a Governor. This Fable ſhew; 
not only the Envy and Malignity of the Fox, but the 
Imprudence of Electors in the Choice of Miniſters, Re- 
preſentatives or Officers that are not made for Buſineſs, 
This Fable alſo ſets forth the Unhappineſs of elective 
Kingdoms, where Canvaſſing and Faction has commonly 
| too great a Hand in the Election. Nor is there any 
1 wonder to ſee Drolls and Tumblers ad vanc'd to Charges 
| of Honour and Profit, where Ignorance and Popularity 
{way the Choice. In fine, a Character of Honour upon the 
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e Shoulders of a Man who has neither a Soul antwerabe 
(RNA to it, nor a true Senſe of the Dignity, is but a Mark {ct 
N up for every common Fool to ſhoot his Bolt at, and 


every Knave to play upon. 


Fas. 91. A BoasTiNG MULE. 


Favourite Mule, high fed, and in the Pride of 
"\ Ficſh and Mettle, would ſtill be bragging of his 
Famiiy and his Anceſtors. My Father, ſays he, was a 
noble Courſer, and, tho' J fay it, that ſhould not {ay it, 
I myſelf take after him. He had no ſooner ſpoke the 
Words, but his Father, an old Aſs that ſtood by, fell 3 
braying, which minded him of his Original, and the 
whole Field laughed him to ſcorn, when they found him 
to be the Son of an Aſc. | 
| „„ 8 
"i A bragging Fool, who is raiſed out of a Dung hil, 20 
lf ſets up for a Man of Quality, is aſham'd of notiing 
| ſo much as of his own Father, and poor Relations. 
| REFLECTION. 
[als This touches the Caſe of thoſe mean Upſtarts, who, 
ing Wen they come once to be preferr'd, forget their 
De.cent, and have not the Wit to conſider * 3 
: ortu 


— 


— • ö'¹¹ ſbé 


— 


—— a rs ee I AO — 
— 


—— — 
r 


— ea Ted: 


> - 
— — 
— 


8 
— 


: * CEA Y — — — rope 2 — 
2 — —— — - — — — - — on ” g * = 
wot — — -- — — — — ——_ — — . - 
= a ee er —_ — — — * - " — 
— — - — — — — po . 
ttt re A Ae — — - . a g 
— ge res 2 = : - * 
X .. LT 2 — - ago 9 — 
- — = —— 2 — K . 
—— r 

_ 


\'\ p N 1 
23 % l 
. ;\% all 4 
L £ + 2. = 4 


97. A Hoauali. 


Fe DD 7 {it 


6 
* 
02 
ny K. 


2 
G 40 val Z 


* 
1 4, 
— = 
— = a — - 
229 RISES 
22 O — — 
= 4 — — 
2 — — — 


— ff 7 
4, if 5 
© ) 9 gt « — 
bj! > N 8 15 c 
U 4 2 * 
71 4 * 17 
"my 167 ow ; r DD 
7 rfl "#1 - N N 
Qt 4 Kg i — 
AAA «4 «fe Wee N Y p * J 
1 At F ; un ("yp 1 % 
Lil i [Is Ws) {4-4 LR a 1 i "a — 
ry Ro 8 , 47 U / 2 2 —_— + 
— 0 \ — W DR ( { {t- ; 5 72 5 my 
_ | * — ane ud - - 22 1 & S 
* ) 1 — 2 V? 2 _ : 3 L 
= Mu 3 N 8 5 . . 
38 "RY NS D £ 1 A 
* \ << CRYESR 5 2 * > => — — — 
8= 3 HA 73 JF IM ===Snlt; 
4 1 \ I 8 Ra J — D 
2 * I 


Tee Fee, hohiang, T5100: LOU and (29 : 


A PAK 
oy, 1 . — 5 ff 95 ( * 

5 (Nt J! Lg * 4 CIS WRRIY = = 7 Wu, 1 
he yy if | 1 * ODD : - 0 jy 


* 2 - I 
* » - 148 S : DD, % -» WW 
> >... 8 2 * - 4 * % — * = I * * * 
; 0 eee 
d = , — 8 RAN - n 2 * JD A — — ODS 
& *% * 7 , — - "I . 
5 8 AAA 


7, MJMIJuptler Bee. F, f, zn a lone, Lit. 


= 
— —— 
— — — — — — 
— er | — — 
2 85 1 — — F —— 
8 —— = , — 
ME SI = 
—4 EI | ſ — — 
7 >, == == 
{ /, D "2 = 
— - 


LE 


\, 

= 

— — — | 

———— —  _ — : : 

— 2 3" . —— = AZ 
. I. n ; — — — 

a FO — = - — 1 r. —— 5 

De CC = = — } 

8 — . RO. F 


0, Jouno Mant Jhvallon. 78 VO MHeronry i (arpenter: 19 4 
2 


= 


— 
— 
— 
Sis 2 — 
2 — — — 
SS tag _— 
— 7— 7 pw + , 
BED — 
— — 


. 


—— — — 1 * — . 


«4! 1: 48 
| | N 
4 (4 . 4 £ 
D. 9 
D * — 7 n 4” q.t | 
T — 2 "7 
S LED JT — 
E 1 any N 44 ö 
Ka ! 140 
I — Il f 
T om. = l r — [1 


.* <Y od o = F 
rr Nu 


WA. 3 85 * > 
oa TIPS eren , Þ 195; Ire 0 
p ES WOOL dT ih i gn ens PISS ++ „ Ac CE EO _ * 
IS 2 15 2 N 723 N 8 Wo DEE 2s - 7 OT 3 e 39% 
4 E <9 94 . = 4 . 
7 : 7 . COS, 


EM 


— 
An a 0 2 - 


— ee nn on — — 

— — — — — — — — 

— ono omar areas — = 

—- — 
— — — — — — 
—— — — — — 
N — —— — 
- . - — ee NR — * 
- — — — — 
— — — — 


—— PE- — — 


— 


——— — 


—ů— 


1 
4 
5 
. 
; 


Ne Gs 


Esop's FABLES. 73 


Fortune may ſet them down again where ſhe took them 


up; bur yet at laſt, when they come to be minded of 
their Original, it makes many a proud Fool ſenſible of a 
{cand;lous Extraction, that has no Shame at all for a 
ſcandalous Life. | 


Nothing daſh'd the Confidence of the Mule like the 


Braying of the Aſs in the very interim while he was 
dilating upon his Genealogy. As who ſhould ſay, Re- 
member your Father, Sirrah! We have, 1n fine, 2 World 
ot boaſting Mules among us, that don't care for being 
minded of their braying Fathers: But it is often the 
Fate of theſe vain-glorious Fops to be thus met withal; 
and your counterfeit Men of Honour ſeldom come off 
better; wherefore let every Man look well about him 
before he boaſts of his Pedigree, to make ſure that there 
be not an Als in the Family. 


FaB. 92. A Dos and a WoL F. 
A Wolf took a Dog napping at his Miſter's Door; 


and when he was juſt about to worry him» 


Alas! ſays he, l'm as lean at preſent as Carrion; but we 


are to have a Wedding at our Houſe within theſe two 
or three Days, that will plump me up with good Chear, 
and when Pm in a little better Caſe, Ii] throw myſelf 
in the very Mouth of you The Wolf took Lis Word, 
and let him go; but pailing ſome few Days after by 
tae fame Houſe again, he ſpyd the Dog in the Hall, 
and bad him remember his Promiſe. Hark ye, my 
rriend, ſays the Dog, whenever you catch me allecp 
again on the wrong Side of the Door, never trouble 
vuur Head to wait for a Wedding. 
MoRaAL. | 

Tis good 70 provide againſi all Chances, both ſleeping and 

Walking; a Man cannot be too circumſtect, provided iis 

Caution do not make him too ſolicitous for his Peace of 

Aid, | 

REFLECTION. 

Pait Dangers make us wiſer for the future : As the 
Dog, after he had been ſnapt at the Door, had the Wir 
% lie in the Hall; which tells us, that a wiſe body is no- 
10 te caught twice by the ſame Snare and Trick. Ilia 
Promiſe to the Wolf was a kind of a Dog-Caſe of Con- 
CENCE, and the Wolf play'd the Fool in taking his Word 
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tor that which he had no Reaſon to expect he would 
Per tor m. 


FAB. 93. 14 LION m Love. 


Lion was in Love with a Country Laſs, and deſir' 

| her Father's Conſent to have her in Marriage. 
The Father, afraid of diſguſting fo formidab'e à Beat, 
pretended to conſent, provided he would have his Tecth 
drawn, and his Nails par'd ; for the fooliſh Girl, he (iid, 


was terribly afraid of thoſe things. The Lion under 


goes the Operation, and then cha lenges the Father upon 
his Promiſe. The Countryman ſeeing the Lion dit: 
arm'd, pluck'd up a good Heart, and with a {winzing 
Cudgel ſo order'd the Matter, that he broke off the 
Batch. 
| MORA Ls | 
An extrovagant Love conſults neither Life, Fort inne no 
Reputation, Cut ſacrifices all that can be dear to a Man 
of Scnſe and Honour, to the Tranſports of an incon[iderate 
Paſſion. „ 
REFLECTION. | 
This Fable, as ST Roger L'Eſtrange obſerves, will look 
well enough in the Moral, how fantaſtical foever it 
may appear at firſt Bluſh, in the Lincs and Traces of 
it. Here, ſays he, is a Beaſt in Love with a Virgin; 


which is but a Reverie of the prepoſterous Paſſions we 


meet with frequently in the World, When reaſonable 
Creatures of both Sexes fall in Love with thoſe, that in 
the Alluſion may (almoſt without a Figure) pals for 
Beaſts. There is nothing ſo fierce, or ſo ſavage, but 
Love will ſoften it; nothing ſo generous, but it wil! 
debaſe it; nothing fo ſharp- ſighted in other Matters, but 
it throws a Miſt before the Eyes of it; and to ſum up 
all in a little, where this Paſſion domineers, neither Ho- 
nour nor Virtue is able to ſtand before it. The Lion“ 
parting with his Tceth and his Claws, in a Compliment 
to his acw Miſtreſs, is no more than what we fee chef) 
Day cxemplify'd in the Caſe of making over Eſtates, and 
exorting Jointures, with the Malice prepenſe ail this wh 
of holding their Noſes to the Grind ſtone, and poſſibly, with 
the Girl's Father here, of jilting them at laſt. 


Fas, 
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FAB. 94. A LION ESS and a FOX. 


Fox caſt it in the Teeth of a Lioneſs, that ſhe 
brought forth but on: Whelp at a time. Very 
rac, ſays the other; but then that one is a Lion. 

| MoR AL. 

Things ought not to be valued for their Number, but their 

Excellency. 

| REFLECTION. | | 

Take the World to Pieces, and there are a thouſand 
Sots to one Philoſopher; and as many Swarms of Flies 
to one Eagle. One Hero, or one truly great Genius, is 
hardly produced in an Age. Look into Families, who 
have the largeſt Numbers of Children, and fee how few 
the Worthy are, compared to the Unworthy. Lions do 
not come into the World in Litters. 


FAB. 95. Wo Cocks FIGHTING: 


WO Cocks fought a Duel for the Maſtery of 

2 Dunghil He that was worſted flunk away, 
and hid himſelf in a Corner; the other takes his Flight 
up to the Top of the Houſe, and there, with crowing 
and clapping of his Wings, makes Proclamation of bis 
Victory. An Eagle made a Stoop at him in the middle 
of his Exultation, and carry'd him away; and the Van- 
quiſh'd Cock got the ſole Poſſeſſion both of Miſtreſſes 


and Dunghil. 25 


| Moxrat. 
A wiſe and a generous Enemy will make a modeſi Te of 

a Victory; for Fortune is variable. 

REFLECTION. 

This Combat of two Cocks for a Dunghi] may be 
3pP!y'd to the Competition of the greateſt Princes for 
Empire and Dominion. For what is the World more 
thau a Maſs of Dirt or a Dunghil on the one hand, as 
to the Subject of the Quarrel; and there is the ſame 
Phi of Blood too, betwix: the Combatants, on the 
other. We have again, the various Chance of War ex- 
hivized on both Sides; for it is with Kings, as with 
thele Cocks. He that is a Victor this Moment may be a 
Captive the next: And this Volubility of human Affairs, 
what is it but either the Sport or the Judgment of Pro- 
vidence, in the Puniſhment of Arrogance zn! Oppreſſion! 

: 8 n VPPremon:; 
We are given finally to underſtand, that a: the Levity of 


2 Fortune 
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Fortune leaves us nothing to truſt to, or to pr-ſume upon, 
jo at the ſame time there is nothing to deipair of. The 
conquering Cock was cut off in the very Song of jj; 
Triumph; and the conquer'd left Maſter of the who's 
Subject of Debate. 7 os 


FAP. 96. A FAWN and a STAGG. 


Fawn was reaſoning the Matter with a Stag, why 
he fhould run away from the Dog till; for, f 
he, you are bigger and ſtronger than they, an“ you are 
allo bitter arm'd; I cannot therefore imagine vrhat 
ſnould make you {ſo fearful of a Company of Pitiful 


Curs. Nay, ſays the Stag, tis all true that you ſy, 


and tis no more than I ſay to myſelf many times; and 

yet, whatever the Matter is, let me take up what Re- 

ſo ution I pleaſe, when T hear the Hounds once, I can- 
not but betake myiclt to my Hcels. 
| MORAL. 

It is one thing to know what we ought to do, and another 
tro execute iu: He that 1s naturally a Coward, is not to 
be made valiant by Counſel, 

REFLECTION. | 
Natural Infirmities, as Men generally manage. the 

Matter, are well nigh inſuperable; Men may be con- 

{cious of the Scandal of a natural Weakneſs, and may 

make a ſhift perhaps to reaſon themſeives now and then 

into a kind of temporary Reſolution, which, however. 
they have not the Power to go through with. We find 


it to be much the fame Caſe in the Government of our 


Aﬀ:&ions and Appetites, that it is in theſe bodily Frat- 
ties of Temperament and Complexion. Providence has 
arm'd us with Powers and Faculties, ſufficient for the 
confounding all the Enemies both of Fleſh and of -p1r:t, 
which we have to encounter. We have Good and Evi. 
before us; and we know that it is at our Choice to 
12ke, or to refuſe; but when we come to deliberate, We 
too generally play booty againſt ourſelves; and Wie our 


Tudgments and our Conſciences direct us one Way, Our 


Corruptions hurry us another. The Stag, in fine, 18 4 
thorough Emblem of the State and Infirmity ot Man- 
kind. We are both of us arm'd and provided, either 
for the Combat with our Enemies, or for Flight from 


them. We foreſee the Conſequence of a Temptation j 
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2 Nanger; we ponder upon it, and now and then by 
Fits determine to outbrave and break through it; but we 
too ofren ſhrink upon the Trial; we roo frequently betabe 
ourſilves, as is were, from our Heads to our Hecis; that 
is to fav, from Realon to Fieſh and Blood; from our 
Strength to our Weakneſſes; and both the Stag and wee 
not ſedom ſuffer under one common Fate. But after all, 
this is Gaying what 7s, not what ozzght to be the Cale: 
For it is a Jaudable Task to attempt to overcome a ni- 
tural Propenſion or Habit to any fort of Evil; and the 


greater the Difficulty, the more glorious the Conquelt, 


The Attempt is worthy of a Man, and a Chriſtian; and 
the Divine Grace ſeldom fails to aſſiſt and ſupport a fin- 
cere and per ſevering Mind in ſo noble a Conflict. 


Fa B. 97. JUPITER and a BEE. 

\ Bee made Jupiter a Preſent of ſome Honey, which 
was ſo kindly taken, that he bad her ask what ſhe 
would, in Reaſon, and it ſhould be granted to her. The 
Bee defir'd, that where-ever ſhe ſhould ſet her Sting, it 
might be mortal. Jupiter was loth to leave Mankind 


at the Mercy of a little ſpiteful Inſect, and was fo far 


trom giving her more Power, that he bad her have a 
care how ſhe uſed that ſhe had; for what Perſon ſo- 
ever ſhe attack'd, if ſhe left her Sting behind her, ſhe 
ſhould not long ſurvive it. SEES 

| MoRAL. 


Spiteful Prayers generally prove Curſes to thoſe who make: 


them ; and the Miſchief they intend to others uſually falls 
upon their own Heads. 
| REFLECTION. | 

Cruelty and Revenge are directly contrary to the very 
Nature of the D.vine Goodneſs, and ſuch as pray for a 
Power to exerciſe them, muſt expect a Puniſhment 
trom Heaven, rather than a Compliance with their Pray- 
ers. We ought to be very careful what we pray for, 
left, inſtead of a Bleſſing, we bring a Curſe upon Our- 


 tſclves; 


FAB. 98. WASsPS in a HoNETY-Por. 
A Whole Swarm of Waſps got into a Honey-Por, 
and there they cloy'd and clamm'd themſelves, 
till there was no getting out again; and when they 
oe found 
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found themſelves periſhing in their beloved Sweets, ten 

too late diſcovered how dear they paid for their 2 41 

Delight Ss 

Mona. 

Nen once ſen, ual Pleaſures come to be habitual, it i; p1. 
ceeding diff cult 10 get clear of them; but the Mind in. 
mer, ed in the inor ainate Purſuit of Ros uns the Taie 
of the aſps in the Fable. 

REFLECTION. 


Ve have an Emb'em here of thoſe foo)iſh vo 'uptuous 
Nev, who facrifice the Peace, the Honour, the Comfort, 
ana al ther ſubſtantial Satisfactions of Life to the Temp- 


| p 
ation of a ſenſual Appetite. And when once they ire 


"awed, as one may ſay, to their Luſts and Pleaſures, . 5 


2 
no caly Matter to Work themſelves out of them; bus, 
e £+/of's Waſps ſtifled in the Honey-Tot, they pro- 
cced, till what they delighted in becomes the Deſtruction 
both of Soul and Body. 


FARB. 99. A Youno MAN and a 10 


Prodigal Spendthrift had ſold his Coat, and upon 
the Sight of a Swallow that came before her 
time, made account that Summer was now at hind, 
and away went his Waiſtcoat tov, ſo that he was nakes 
to his Shirt. A Fit of bitter cold Weather happen'd at- 
ter this, vhich aimoſt ſtarv'd both the Bird and the 
Spendthrift. Weil, ſiys the Fellow, ſeeing the Swallow 
periſh ing with Cold, What a wretched Sot art thos, 
thus to ruin both thyſelf and me! 
MORAL. | | 
Irragular Accidents and Infiances are not to be drawn into 
Precedent. 
REFLECTION. | 
From this Fable ariſes the Proverh, One Swallow make; 
act aSummer, which intimates that there mult be no draw- 
ing of general Rules from particular Exceptions. The young 
Pello ws being ſo ready to blame the Swallow rather 
than himſelf, thews the Folly of Mankind, who are a- 
ways for throwing off the Cauſe of their Miſtoxcs | 
from themſelves: A Folly, to ſay the Truth, deriv'd from 
the firſt Man: The Woman that thin gaveſt me, 141d 
Adam, tempied me, and] did eat: What a wretched So- 


art thou, iaid the young Man, thus to miſlead me; not 
WAI; 
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was I, for ſuffering myſelf to be miſled by ſo lilly a 
Prognoſtick, as he ought to have jaid. In fhort, every 


Ilan ſtands or falls to his own Reaſon; and it is no Ex- 
cuſe to ſay, that I was miſled by Example or Conje* ure, 


when I had the Means before me of informing myLlit 
better. Eo 


FAB. 100. Mrrcvury aud a CARPENTER. 

Carpenter dropt his Ax into a River, and put up 

a Prayer to Mercury, the God of Artizns, to 
heip him to it again. Mercary div'd for it, and brought 
him up a golden one; but that was not it, the Fellow 
ſaid: And fo he plung'd a ſecond time, and ietch'd up 
another of Silver: He ſaid that was not it neither. He 
try'd once again, and then up comes an Ax with a wooden 
Handle, which the Carpenter ſaid, was the very Tool that 
he had loſt. Well, fays Mercury, thou art fo juſt a poor 
Wretch, that I'll give thee all three now for thy Ho- 
neſty. The Rumour of this Story being ſpread, it came 


into a Knave's Head to try the ſame Experiment: And 


ſo away goes he, and down he ſits, ſniveling and yelping 
upon the Bank of a River, that he had dropt his Ax into 
the Water there! Mercury heard his Lamentation, and 
dipping once again for his Ax, as he had done for the 


other, up he brings him a golden Ax, and asks the Fel- 


low if that were it: Yes, jes, ſays he, this is it. O 
thou impudent Sot, cries Mercury, to think of putting 
Tricks upon him that ſees through the very Heart of 
thee! m—— And ſo {ent him away without any. 
Mom aL. | 
The great Searcher of our Hearts is nct to be impoſed upon, 
but he will take his own time, and his own maimer. either 
to reward or puniſh. 
REFLECTION. | 
Here are two Men at their Prayers; the one adown- 
right plain Dealer, and the other a defigning Hypocrite. 
The former has a Reverence in his Heart for the Power 
that he invokes; he is not to be coriupted with Gold or 
Silver, He ſtands in Awe of his Conſcience, and makes 
good his Profeſſion with his Practice; receiving in the 
End the Beſling of a Reward for his Integrity. The 
other worſhips with his Eyes, his Hands, and his Voice; 
but all this is only to cover the Cheat of a rotten Heart. 
E 4 | He 
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He acknowledges a Divine Power, but at the fame tine 
he makes a Mock of it, and provokes it. He tins: 
convinced that God knows all the Secrets of his Heart 
and yet tells him a Lye to his Face. But can ſuck a 
one expect to ſucceed in his impious Attempt to im- 
poſe on the Almighty? No, ſurely | and ke ought to 
thank himſclt, if, inſtead of obtaining new Benefits, he 
be deprived, as the wicked Carpenter was, of thoſe he 
had before. 


FAR. 101. 4 Fox and GRAPES. 

Liquoriſh Fox ſtood gaping under a Vine, and 
| licking his Lips at a delicious Cluſter of Grapes 
he had ſpy'd out there; he ferch'd a hundred Leaps at 
it, till at laſt, when he found there was no Good to be 
done: Hang em, ſays he, they are as four as Crabs; 
and ſo away he went. 


FAB. 102. 4 WOL and a LION. 


A Sa Wolf and a Lion were abroad upon Adventure 
together, Hark, ſays the Wolf, don't you hear the 
Bleating of Sheep? My Life for yours, Sir, III go fetch 
you Purchaſe. Away he goes, and follows his Ear, till 
he came juſt under the Sheepfoid ; but it was ſo well 


fortify'd, and the Dogs aſleep ſo near it, that back he 


comes {neaking to the Lion again, and tells him, There 
are Sheep yonder, tis true; but they are as lean as Carrion, 
and we hid e'en a+ good let them alone till they have 
more Ficſh on their Backs. | | 
MokraL of the Two Fables. 
A Man ſhould never repine at the Want of Things that are 
out of his Power to attain. 
REFLECTION. 

The Fox's Put-off in this Fable is a moſt inſtructive 
Point of Philoſophy towards the Government of our 
Lives, provided that his Fooling may be made our Earn- 
eſt ; as it would be much for our Honour and Quiet ſo 
to be. No Man ſhall ever be miſerable, if he can but 
keep clear of the Snare of Hopes and Fears, and anti- 
dote himſelf againſt the Flatteries of the one, and the 
Alarms of the other. It is a high Point of a Chriſtian, 
as well as of Civil Prudence, for a Man to fay thus to 


himſelf before-hand of a Thing that he has a mind or 
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If I cannot get it, I ſhill be better without it: Or if he 


can but fay after the miſſing of it, It was better loſt 
than found. | 


I knew a fine Lady once, favs Sir Roger L'Eſtrange, 
and ſhe. was a Woman or Senſe, Quaiity, and a very 
generous Mind. Sage lay under Mortifications in abun— 
dance, and yet was never obſery'd to- be pceviſh or 
angry upon any Provocation whatſocver; and the Rea— 
ſon the gave for it was this, It Will make me look old. 


a 


So that it is not 19 inuch the Want of Ability to maſter - 


our AtcRions, as the Want of Reſolution to go through 


with the Experiment. This is a way to keep us fil in 
ia all Trials: It comes all to a caſe now, upon the 
Force of the Moral, whether we quit our vain Deliree, 
as the Fox did the Grapes, becauſe he could not come at 
them; or as the Wolf did the Sheep, becauſe he durit not 


"venue upon them. There is a Virtue and a Birfling in 


it, doth ways, in getting the better of our P.iſions ; 


Which might certainiy be done, if we had but halt the 


Tenderneſs for our Minds and Conſciences, that we have 
for our Bodies and our Fortunes. 


FAR 103. A Boy and a SNAKE. 

Boy groping for Eels laid his Hand upon a Snake : 
| but he Snake finding it was pure Simplicity, and 
noi Milice againſt himſelf, admoniſh'd him of his Mi- 
ſtake: Keep yourſelt well while you are well, fays the 
Snake; for if you meddle with me, you'll repent your 
Bargain, | 

| MoR AL. | 

It is Wiſdom, as well as Fuſtice, to diſtinguiſh betwixt 

Actions of Miſadventure and of Deſign, 

REFLECTION, | 

Every thing has at leaſt rwo Handles to it, and both 
Parts ſhould be well examined, before a Man can make 
either a warrantable Judgment or a prudent Choice. 


The Boy's Miſtake here is no more than what we have 


every Day before our Eyes in common Practice; and that 
which the Snake {ys to the Boy, every Man's Reaſon 
lays to himſelf. What is his taking a Snake for an Ecl, 
bur our taking Vice for Virtue? He did it unwarily; 
and ſo do we many times too. He took the one for 
the other, becauſe they were ſo much alike, that at 

E 5 : firſt. 
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firſt View he could not diſtinguiſh them. And are no: 
Virtue and Vice as like in ſeveral Inſtances as one Eos 
iS to 3nother? How ſhall a Man know «at fir Bluſh 
Hypocriſy from Piety; or true Charity from Oſten— 
tation? Time and Examination may do much, but the 
Boy was groping, and in the dark, and to might well 
be miſtaken. The Snake told him of his Error, and the 
Danger of it, but paſs'd it over, becauſe there was no 
II- Will in it. This is the very Caſe of our Realon to 
us, in all our Miſdoings. It checks us tor what is paſt; 
and adviſes us for the future to have a care of falſe 
Appearances. 


FAB. 104. A FoWLE R and a PARTRIDGTY, 
A Partridge taken by a Fowler offered to decoy 23 
many of her Companions into the Snare as ſhe 

coula, upon Condition that he would give her Quarter, 

No, ſiys he, you ſhall die the rather for that very Ren- 

ſon, becauſe you would be ſo baſe as to betray your 

Friends to {ave yourſelf. 

Mon Ar. 

Treuclery is never to be approv'd, how convenient {oevur 
in {oire Caſes; for it undermines the very Foundations af 
Society. | 

REFLECTION. | 
The Fowler's here was a wile and generous: Relo- 
jution, upon the Partridge's Propoſal, All menner of 

Treachery is abominable in the Sight both of God and 

Man, and ſtands reprehended in this Fable. The Par- 

tridge's Caſe Was a very unhappy one, for her Life was 

at Stake, an! ſhe was induc'd by her Apprehenſions to 
make an infamous Propoſal to ſave it; but the Weakneis 
all this while does not cxcuſe the Perfidy, though it my 


ſeen in ſome mealute to extenu:te the Crime, by tlie 
poor Creaturc's lying under an almoſt inſuperable Fra!- 
ty. The Fowler, however, juſtly made an Ex-mp.e 
of her for a Terror to others. Now if a Treachery of 
this Quality be ſo unpardonable, what ſhall we lay to 
thoſe that ſell their Country, their Souls and their Re- 


% 


* Nh RE EY 
jigion, for Money, and rate Divinity at ſo much a 


Pound? And then to conſummate the Wickedneſs, fin in 


* 


the Werk with Malice that they began vrith Ayarice! 
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FAB. 105. A HARE aud a TORTOISE. 


{HAT a dull heavy Creature, ſays a Hare, is this 
fame Tortoiſe ! And yer, ſays the Tortoiſe, Vi! 
run with you for a Wager. "Twas done and done, and 
the Fox by Conſent was to be the judge. They 
ſtarted together, and the Tortoiſe kept jogeing on {till 
til he came to the End of the Courſe. The Hare, to 
ſhew his Contempt for his Competitor, sKipt about 
here and there, till he had tir'd himſelf, an t then ſecurelv 
laid himſelf down about Midway, and took a Nap; for, 
ſays he, I can fetch up the Tortoiſe When I pleaſe. 
But, as he had over-tired, fo he over-{lept him felt, ir 
ſeems, for when he came to wake, though he ſcudded 
away as faſt as he was able, the Tortuile got to the 
Polit before him, and won the Wager. f 


Moxa. 
Up, and be doing, 7s an edifying Text; for Action ©. 
the Buſmeſs of Life, and there is no Thought of coming 
to the End of our Fourney in Time, if we ſupinely ſleep 
by the Way. | 
REFLECTION, 

This Fable ſhews, on one hand, in the Hare the 
great Folly of Preſumption. Who would have believ'd, 
that the Tortoiſe had any Chance for winning a Race 
from the Hare? But the foolith Hare preſuming upon 
his natural Advantages, and having the utmoſt Con- 
tempt for his Adverſary, loſt the Race by his skigping 
Foily and Over-ſecurity. On the other hand, in the 
conitint even Pace of the Tortoiſe, who got firſt to 
the Goal, is ſhewn the Bencſit of Patience, Diligence 
and Perſeverance; which maugre all Odds and Appear- 
ances in every Competition, muſt certainly win the 
Prize, and inherit the Bleſſing. Hiſtory affords an hun- 
dred Inſtances of Battles loſt againſt all manner of Pro- 
bability, by the Over-lecurity of one Side, truſting to 
Numbers and Situation, and thro' an undue Contempt of 
an Adverſary: While the Caution and Prudence ot the 
Weakcr have overcome the Stronger, and beat them 


Quite our of the Field, 
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FAB. 106. APPLES and HoRstE-TvR ps. 


4 ) carry'd away a huge Heap of Apples, together 
with a Dunghil that lay in the Water-courſe. The, 


floated a good while together like Brethren and Com. 
panions; and as they went thus dancing down in the 
Stream, the Horſe-Turds would be every Foot crying 
out, Alack a-day ! How We Apples ſwim! | 

| MO RAIL. 


The moſt worthleſs Fellows are oftentimes the vaineſt, an 


attribute to themſelves the Glory of every thing, tho 


they contribute nothing to any good Purpoſe, 
REFLECTION, 


Come, ſays the Blackberry, to the Peach and the 


Apple, who were contending for the Preference, W E 
are all Friends, let us have no jangling among OvurseLyes, 
So ſays the Fly on the Chariot-Wheei, What a Dust do 
raiſe ! So f{aid Lamb the Corn-cutter to Dr. Mead and 
Dr. Hollings, WE Phyſicians! Every inſignificant Wretch 
puts a Value upon himſelf, and the more worthleis, ge- 
nerally the more vain. But What is the End of hi Va- 
nity and Conceit? He only makes himſelf ridiculous to 
the reſt of the World, who but for his Preſumption 
might paſs by with Pity, what now they treat viiti 
Contempt; for ſuch a one is as much beneath the Tg: 
nation of a wiſe Man, as the inſolent Braying of the At; 
Was below the Notice of the Lion. 


Fa B. 107. A MoLE and her Daw. 


OTHER, ſays a Mole to her Dam, here's a ſtrange 
Smell, methicks. And then ſhe was at it again, 
There's 4 Mulberry-Tree, I perceive, And ſo a thud 
Time, What a clattering of Hammers do I hear! Daugh- 
ter, ſays the old one, you live now quite betray'd your- 
ſelf; for I thought you had wanted only one Senſe, and 
I find you want three; for you can neither hear, no! 
ſmell, any more than you can ice, 
| MoRaAL. 
Men labour under many Imperfeftions that nobody wou!s 
ta e Notice of, if they did not betray themſelves, 
REFLECTION. 
The Imperfections of Boaſters and ignorant Pretend- 


ers to Science or Knowledge would not be halt ſo 
8 . f much 


PON a very great Fall of Rain, the Current. 
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much taken Notice of, if their own Vanity, and their 
being over-{olicicious to conceal their Inhrmities, did 
not make Proclamation of them; for by attempting 
to cover their Defects, or Ignorance, without being 
called upon to do ſo, they the more effectually expoſe 
themſelves. | 


12 FA BR. 103. BEE S and PARTRIDGES. 
Flight of Bees, and a Covey of Partridges that were 
| | hard put to it for Water in a great Drought, 
F went to a Farmer, and begg'd a Soup of him to quench 
their Thirſt. The Partridges offered in Return to dig 
his Vineyard for it, and the Bees with their Stings to 
ſecure him from Thieves. I have Oxen and Doge, 
\  « fays the Farmer, that do me theſe Offices aiready, with- 
: out ſtanding upon Terms. To them therefore J ſhall 
; extend my Benevolence; and have no Occaſion tor your 
; Service. | 
| | 


| Mo RAL. | 
Charity begins at Home; but the neceſſary Duty of it in one 
Place, does not diſcharge theChriſtian Exerciſe of it in another. 
| REFLECTION. 

Charity is a humane, as well as a Chriſtian Virtue; 
but ſtill it is ro be employ'd in the firſt Place upon thoſe 
that have the faireſt Right to it: It is one thing, I 
muſt confefs, to condition for a good Office, and an- 
other to do it gratis; ſo that the Husbandman took the 
Propoſal by the right Handle in that reſpect; but his be- 
ing provided of Servants already to do his Work, was 
no Excuſe for his Want of Charity to relieve his di- 
ſtroſſed Neighbour ; eſpecially when, as in the Caſe of 
the Bees and the Partridges here, they offer all the Re- 
turns in their Power. | 


| © : 8 


FAB. 109. A MAN bit by a FLEA. 1 
Fellow, upon being bit by a Flea, call'd out to 
Hercules for Help. The Flea gets away, and the 1 
Man pecviſhiy cxpoſtulates : Well, Hercules, {ys he, \; 
you that wou'd not take my Part againſt a ſorry Flea, . 1 
woll never ſtand by me in a Time of Need, againſt a 410 

more powerful Enemy. Little deſerveſt thou any Aſſiſt- f 
nancec from me, ſays the God, in thy greater Affairs, that 
canſt inyoke my Aid on ſo trifling an Occaſion. 
| Irs 8 
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Mon AI. | | 
Me ought not to put up our Petitions to Heaven for every 

Trifle that we may think we want, or to be relieved from 

any petty Vexation; much leſs ought we to take Pet, . 

our impertinent Prayers are not unmediately anſwered. 

REFLECTION. 

It is an ill Habit to fquinder away our Wiſhes and 
our Prayers upon paltry Footeries, when the great Con- 
cerns of Life and Death, Heaven and Hell, lie a xt 
Stake. Who but a Madman, that has fo many neceſſay 
and capital Duties of Chriſt.anity to think of, wou 
ever have made a Deliverance from a Fiea-biting a Part 
of his Litany? It makes our Devotions ridiculous, to be 
io unfeeling on the one Side, and ſo over-ſenſible and 
{olicitous on the other. 


Fas. 110. A MAN and Two Wives. 
More than middle-ag'd Man, who was half grev- 
headed, took a Fancy to marry Two Wives, 
one in Years equal to his own, the other much younger. 
They took mighty Care of him to all manner of Pur- 
poles, and ſtill as they were combing the good Yan, 
Head, the matroniy Wife pluck'd out all the brown 
Hairs, and the younger the grey. So that they left the 
Man no better than a bald Buzzard betwixt them. 
Mon AL. 
Inequality of Years in Matrimony, is of all things 30 52 
avoided. . | 
REFLECTION, 

Nature, Decency, true Convenience, and every Branch 
of human Felicity, plead ſtrong'y againſt gay You n be. 
ing yok'd with declining Age in Marriage. The Inn 
mities to which the one is ſubject, and the Jivoutce- 
ration which poſſeſſes the other, make it impoſſitle 
there ſhould be any tolerable Eaſe or Comfort between 
them, much leſs Happineſs. Sordid Intereſt, tis true, 
and vile Dependance, may make ſomstimes the youthtul 
Yoke-fellow put on an Appearance of Repard ror the 
older; but Affection muſt needs be wanting, and tne 
Hope of being releaſed by Death from the ung qual 
Engagement, muſt be all that makes the Caſe bearable 
on one Side; and muſt not this be a very comfortadle 
Reflection on the other! How much to blame then are 
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thoſe Parents, who for ſordid Motives oblige their Chil- 


dren to couple ſo unequally. And what a baſe and to 
be ſuſpected Mind, even as to common Honeſty, muſt 
thoſe young Perſons have of either Sex, who not being 
obliged by Neceſlity, for filthy Lucre or woridly Gran- 
deur fake, voluntarily chuſe to ſubject them ſelves to a 
State, with a Perſon they vow to love and honour, and 
yet think they can never be happy with, and of con- 
ſequence continually wiſh dead? Tis one Degree of 


Prudence in ſuch a caſe, and the only one that the older 


Perſon can ſhew, after ſo unequal a Match, to expect 
and be prepared for the worſt that can happen: If a 
Woman, to be {lighted and deſpiſed; if a Man, to be 
what wants no Explanation. 


Fas. 111. FRoOGs wanting Water. 


PON the drying of a Lake, two Frogs, upon 4 


Search for Water elſewhere, diſcover'd a very 
deep Well. Come, ſays one to the other, let us e'en go 
down here, without looking any further. You ſay well, 
ſays her Companion; but if the Water ſhould fail us here 
too, How ſhall we get out again? 

| Mox a L. 


I is good to look before we leap, as the Proverb ſays; for 
© haſty Reſolutions are ſeldom fortunate, and it is a Piece, 


of neceſſary Prudence, for a Man, before he reſolves upon 
any thing, to conſider what may be the Conſequences 
of it. 5 

REFLECTION. 
When a Man wants any thing, let him look for it in 


Time, and conſider well before-hand what occaſion he 


has for it, and upon what Terms it is to be had; for 
there roay be ſuch Conditions that a Man would not 
comply with, even for the faving or redeeming of his 
Life, There are other Caſes where a Man mult part 


with more for the getting of a thing, than it is worth. 


Some again, where a Perſon runs the Riſque of an ab- 
folute Ruin, for the gaining of a preſent Supply: Where- 
fore 'tis but common Prudence to make a ſtrict Calcu- 
lation the Profit or Loſs on both Sides, betore we re- 
folve, I want Money, but I will not make myſelf a 
Slave for it. I want a Friend at Court, but I Will not 
forfeit the Character of a Man of Honour, or the Con- 

ns {cience 
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ſcience of a Chriſtian and an howeſt Man, to pure hab 
ſuch a Friend. I am in Prifon, but 1 w:il not lay the 
Knave to ſet myſelf at Liberty. Theſe are all nereili 
Deliberations upon the Matter here in Queſt on. Let ui 5. 
ſee how we ſhall get out again, ſays the Fiog, before f; 
We go in. 1 ; 


FAB. 112. 4 Dos, a Cock, ad a Fox. 
Dog and a Cock took a Journey together. Th 


Er. a fi 
| Dog kennel'd in the Body of a bollow Trec, and 4 
14 tne Cock rooſted at Night upon the Buugis. This | 
1 1h! Cock crow'd about Mid::1ght (it his uſua Hour) which 
N brought a Fox that was abroad upon the Hunt, imme. þ 
19! diately to the Tree; and there he ſtood licking ot his 5 
Lips at the Cock, and wheedling him to get him down, 'Y 
He proteſted he never heard ſo angelical a Voice lince 
he was born; and what would not he do now, to hes : 
the Creature that had given him ſo admirable a Sere— * 
nade! Pray, ſays the Cock, ipeak to the Porter beiow 1 
to open the Door, and Ill come down to you: The Fox, 
little dreaming of the Dog fo near, did as he was 4. 
directed, and the Dog preſently ſeiz'd and worry d 
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him. 
| | Morar. 

When a Man has. to do with an Adverſary who is to | 
crafty or too ſtrong for him, it is right to turn him of 5 
to his Match. | Y 

REFLECTION. Y 
Experience makes many a wile Man of a Fool, and + 

Security makes many a Fool of a wiſe Man. We have 13 

an Inſtance of the former in the Cock's over- reaching |. 

the Fox; and of the other, in the Fox's ſupine Cour ; 

dence, that made him. ſo intent upon his Prey, as 10 E 

neglect his Safety; and to fall himſelf into the Pit thi Fo 

he had digged for another. It is much the ſame Catz ' 
in the World. when Providence is pleaſed to confound 
the Preſumptuous, the Falſe, the Mighty, and he Blood» 

thirity, by Judgmen:s of Lice an! Frogs; that is to Z 

ſay, by the moſt deſpicable of Inſtruments ; and tha! x 

frequently at a Criſis of Time, when they think them- | | F: 


ſclves ſure of the Succeſs of their miſchievous Pro. 


j ects. 
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F B. 113. £4 BAT, BRAMBLE, and CORMORAN T. 


Bat, a Bramble, and a Cormorant, enter'd into 
M Partnerſhip together. The Bat's Adventure Was 
ready Money, which he took up at Intereſt ; the Bramvle's| 
was in Cloaths; and the Cormorant's in Braſs, They 
put to Sea, and it fell out, that that Ship and Goods were 
both loſt by Streſs of Weather: But the three Merchants 
got ſafe to Land. Since the time of this Miſcarriage, 
the Bat never ſtirs abroad till Night, for fear of his Cre- 
ditors. The Bramble lays hold of all the Cloaths he can 
come at in hope to light upon his own again: And the 
Cormorant is (till ſauntering by the Sea Side, to ſce it 
he can find any of his Braſs caſt up. | 

MoRar. 
The Im treſſon of any notable Misfortune will commonly 

flick & a Man as long as he lives, 

REFLECTION. 

'Tis with almoſt all People in Caſes of Fright or Diſ- 

traction of Mind, as it was with our Merchant-Adventu- 


rers here. We are not to ſet our Hearts too ſtrongly 


upon the Things of this World ; and the only way to 
be happy and quiet, is to make all Contingencies indit- 
terent to us, eſpecially thoſe which we know may very 
poſſibly befal us, at the time we undertake any Affair. 
As the Merchant who ventures by Sea knows that a 
Tempeit and a Shipwreck are too often the Lot of ſuch, 
and tho' he hopes it will not be his Caſe, yet he ought 
to religu himſelf to Providence, and be prepar'd to bear 
It, if 1t ſhould. 5 | 


FAB. 114. A LARK ard a FOWLER. 


Poor Lark taken by a Bird-catcher, who was juſt 
about to put her to Death, lamented heartily that 
ine thou'd be facrificed for fo ſmall a Fault as having 
taken one pititul Grain of Corn when ſhe was hungry. 
Why, Tit for Tat, ſays he, you have taken my Corn to 
latisfy your Hunger, and I have ſciz'd upon you to ap- 
peaſe mine. | | | 
7 Morar. | 
Paſon,, Appetite and Partiality govern the World. 
3 REFLECTION. 
Tis too much the Practice of Mankind to cozen and 
defraud one another for their own Intereſt, The little 
| Value 
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Value of the thing was but a poor Excuſe for the 13 


Principle cemonſtrate: in taking what was another; 
But yet the Deſign of the Fowler ſtill leſs admitted ot 
an Excule; for he laid the Bait in the way of the Lick, 


on purpoſe to decoy and enſnare her. Temptation often 


makes the Thief, and to throw a Bait in the Way, and 


afterwards rigorouſly to exact the Penalty, to the Ruin 
of the Inſaar'd, and for the Inſnarer's own particulir 
Advantage, who poſſibly may be intitled to a Reward 
thereby, is a Baſeneſs which ſhews ſuch a Man cap.u.c 
of any thing where his Intereſt is concern'd. 


Fas. 115: MisER Burying his Gold. 

Covetous Wretch turn'd his Effects into God, 

melted that down, and bury'd it in t! Ground, 
and never fail'd viſiting of it every Morning. This being 
obſerv'd, his Hoard one Night was carry d oft; which 
he finding out next Morning, was almoſt diſtracted, 
What's all this Rage for, ſays one of his Neighbours? 


_ while you was reſolv'd not to uſe your Gold, you could 
not be ſaid to have it. 


'Tis but laying a Stone where 
you laid your Money, and fancying that Stone to be 
your Treaſure, and there's your Gold again. 
| Mo RAL. | 
Better no Eſtate at all, than the Cares aud Vexations that 
attend the Poſſeſſion, without the Uſe, of it. 
| REFLECTION. 

We are never the better for the Poſſeſſion of a 
thing, barely for the Propriety ſake ; but tis the Vue aud 
Application of it towards the Convenienci:s of Lite, anc. 
the Comforts of Human Society, that gives every thing 
its Value. The Bleflings of Providence, Which are com- 
mon and diffuſive, ought not to lie idle; and whoever 
buries his Talent, either of Underſtanding, or of Fo 
tune, breaks a facred Truſt, and cozens thoſe who flank 
in need of it. Bur we have a fort of ſordid Wretctcs 


among us, who had rather caſt their Silver and Go.d 
into the Mine from whence it was taken, or leave 1 
at the Mercy of Thieves and common Hazards, thin 
that any Man living ſhould be the better for it. 
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FAP. 116. A One-Eyd ST AG. 


One-Ey'd Stag that was afraid of the Huntſmen 
at Land, kept a Watch that way, and fed with 
is Blind-fide toward an Arm of the Sea, where he 


thought there was no Danger. In this Hope of Secu- 


rity, he was ſtruck with an Arrow from a Boat, and 10 
ended his Days with this Lamentation: Here am 1 


deſtroy'd, ſays he, where I reckon'd myſelf to be ſafe 


on the one Hand; and no Evil has befal'n me, ve here I 
moſt dreaded it, on the other. But 'tis my Comtort 
that I intended the belt. | 

MOR AL. 

Wo are liable to many evil Accidents, that no Care or Fore- 
ſight can prevent: But we are to provide however the belt 
we can againſt them, and leave the reſt to Providence, 

| REFLECTION, 
We are many times preſerv'd or deſtroy'd by thoſe 

Accidents or Counſels, that in all Probability ſhould haye 

had quite contrary Effects. But yet it is our Part to 


act according to Reaſon, and commit ourſelves to 


Heaven for the reſt. The wiſeſt of Men have their 
Follies or blind Sides, and have their Enemies too, who 
watch to take Advantage of their Weakneſs. It behoves 
us therefore to look to ourſelves on the blind Side, as 
the Part that lies moſt expos'd to an Attack. And yet, when 
We have done our beſt to prevent Miſchief, the very Pre- 


caution it ſelf ſerves many times to contribute to our Ruin. 
In ſhort, the Ways and Workings of Providence are un- 


ſearchable, and it is not in the Power of human Prudence 
to obviate all the Accidents of human Life. 


FAB. 117. A STAG and a LION. 
A'S cloſely purſu'd by the Huntſmen, fled for 


Safety into a Lion's Den; and as he was juſt ex- 
piring under the Paw of the Lion: Miſerable Creature, 


that 1 am! fiys he, to fly for Protection from one 


Enemy, and to fall into the Jaws of a worſe! 
. Mon Al. 
Out of the Frying- pan into the Fire, ſays the Proverb. Many 
Men, d avoid one Danger, have run into a greater. 
6 REFLECTION: 
The Stag's Fate was very hard ; he was purſu'd by 
+ Danger which he beheld inevitable and immediate. 
He 
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He had, however, 2 Chance to ſive himſelf in the Ro. 
tuge he took; for tho' he had known it was the Don 
of a Lion he was running into, the Lion might hure 
been abſent, or if preſent, might have fallen Upon “ 
Puifſuers as well as him: But it has been the Cie or 
many Men to fly tor Refuge, in their Diſtre(s, to ti h 
as they have found to be Oppreſſors and Murderers, in- 
ſtead of Patrons and Protectors, and that even to the 


(1 
v4 


| Breach of the Ties of Gratitude, as well as Hu: aniry 


Pompey the Great had ſuch a hard Fate when he fv 
from the victorious and generous Ceſar, and met hi; 
Death from the baſe and cowardly Egyprians, to whom 
be apply'd for Refuge: And it would have been far more 
happy and more glorious for him, to have fallen in the 
Battle which he loſt, | 


FA B. 118. 4 Goar and a VINE. 


uary in a Vineyard, and there lay cloſe, under 


the Covert of a Vine. So ſoon as he thought the Dan. 


ger over, he fell to browzing upon the Leaves; and 
broke down by this means the very Branches that con- 
ceald his Horns, This diſcover'd him to one who hap- 
pen'd to be the hindermoſt in the Chace; he cad back 
the others, and the Goat was kill'd with this Conviction 


upon him, that his Puniſhment was juſt, for offering 


Violence to his Protector. 
Mon AE. 8 

A ſpeedy and exemplary Vengeance often purſues the we 

repay Evil for Good, and ſeek the Ruin of their 

tectors. = e 

REFLECTION. ED 

This Fable expoſes the Baſeneſs of that worlt of Vice", 
Ingratitude. The Obligations of Hoſpitality and Pro- 
tection are ſo ſacred, that nothing can apſolve us from 
the Diſcharge of thoſe Duties. The Goat's Puniſhment 
was the more exemplary, as it was inflicted upon him 
in the very Act of his Baſeneſs. | 


FAB. I19. Ass, LION, and Cock. 

S a Cock and an Aſs were feeding in ons Groun. 
together, up comes a Lion open-mouth'd roward 

tac Aſs: The Cock happen'd juſt then to crow, 48 a 


Goat, hard preſs'd by the Huntſmen, took Sanct- 
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Af thro' Fear, began to bray, and away ſcours the 
aon, who is {aid to be ſcaf'd at the Crowing of a Cock. 
The Aſs bray'dson, Vainly imagining it Was that Which 
was to terrible tö the Lon; and hid the Folly to purſue 
him: But b ſoon as they were got out of the Hearing 
of the Cock, the Lion turned ſhort upon him, and tore 
him to pieces. | 
MOR AL. | 

May 2 bragging Coxcomb has been ruin'd by a Miſtake of 
Fear in an Aaverſary, aud a Fancy of Courage in him- 


REFLECTION, 

The Flight of the Lion mult be imputed here to the 
natural Averſion he has o the crowing of .a Cock. This 
is the Tradition; but it hull break no Squares whether 
it be ſo or not: For the Philoſopby Los good in 
other Inſtances no leſs wonderful, whether it be true or 
falſe in this. How many inſuperabie Diſagreements do 
we meet with, in the Buſineſs of Meats, Drinks, and 
Medicines; in Plants, Minerals, and living Creatures! 
Now theſe Impuiſes are no more to be controi'd, than 
the primary and the unchangeable Powers and Laws of 
Nature: And theſe Inſtincts, after all, are no more to 
be reaſon'd upon, than they are to be retiſted ; and there- 
fore it is that we cail them occult Qualities; which is 
all one with ſaying that we do not underftand how they 
work, or what they are. New 'tis one thing to ſubmit 
to an abſolute Force, another thing to fly, and yield to 
a natural Infirmity. So that 'tis no Departure from the 
Dignity ot a Lion to fly, when Nature drives him: 
Neither is it at all to the Aſs's Reputation to purſue, 
when Vanity, Folly and Raſhneſs tranſport him. 

The Aſs, we 1ee, lies under many Miſtakes here, and 
the more, and the groſſer they are, the more ſuitable 
ſtill to his Character How many ſuch Aflts are there 
in the World, Who huff, look big, ſtare, dreſs, cock, 
ſwagger, at the fame noiſy, bluſtering Rate! And nothing 
more familiar, than for a whifling Fop, who has not 
ſo much as one Grain of the Senſe, or Soul of a Man 
ot, Honour in him, to ape the Part of a Hero. But 
lom-'imes ſuch a one provokes a Lion by his ſtuptd 
Temerity, and meets with the Chaſtiſement due to his 
braying Inſolence. 
FAB. 
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FAB. 120. A GARDENER and bis Dog 


Gardener's Dog dropt into 2 Well, and his Mage 

letting himſelf down, reach'd forth his Hand 10 
help him out. The Cur, thinking it was only to Gu. 
him deeper, ſnapt him by the Fingers, The Mater 
hereupon got up again, and left him: as he found him. 
Nay, ſays he, I am well enough ſerv'd, to take ſo much 
Pains for the ſaving of one that knovvs not how tg 
take the Favour. | 

Mo RAI. 

Obligations and Benefits are caſt away upon two Sorts gf 
People; thoſe that do not underſtand them, and tlie that | 
are not ſenſible of them. : 

REFLECTION, 

There is no faſtening an Obligation upon tho{ who 

know not when they are well uſed ; but who, ſulpe&- 

ing groundleſly a good Intention to ſerve them, reject 
with Unthankfulneſs the well- meant Kindneſs. 


FAB. 121. 4 SNAKE and a CRAB. 


HERE was a Familiarity contracted betwixt 4 
| Snake and a Crab. The Crab was a plain-den ing 
Creature, that adviſed his Companion to give over ſhut- 
fling and doubling, and to practiſe good Faith. The 
Snake went on in his old way. So that the Crab broke 
Acquaintance with him; and ſoon after found him dead, 
ſtretch'd out at his Length, and then looking upon him, 
{aid, This had never befallen you, my old crooked Ac- 
quaintance, if you had but liv'd as ſtrait as you dicd. 
5 Mo RAL. 
There is nothing more agreeable in Converſation, than a 
frank, open way of dealing, and a Simplicity of Maimers, 
> REFLECTION. 

Good Counſel is loſt upon an habitual IIl- nature. This 
Fable is a Figure upon a Figure, in oppoling the Strait- 
neſs of the Body of the Snake after he was dead, to the 
Crookedneſs of his Manners when he was living. Bu: 
the Licence of Mythology will bear out the Hardneſs 0! 
the Alluſion. | 


Fab. 
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Fan. 122. A SHEPHERD ard a YOUNG WOLF, 
8 ephei d took a Wolf's fucking Whe'p, and train'd 


it up with his Dogs. This Whelp fed with them, 


1 


c 
og the Chace of a Wolf, the Whelp would be lure to 
make one. It fell out ſometimes that the Wolf eicap'd: 
zut this Domeſtick Wolf would be ſtill hunting on, after 
the Dogs had given over the Chace, till he came up to 
his true Brethren, where he took part of the Prey with 
them; and then went back again to his Maſter. And 
vy en he could come in for no Snacks with the Wolves, 
he would now and then make free by the Bye, with a 
ſtraggling Sheep out of the Flock. H: carry'd on this 


Fog) 


— 


Traic for a while; but at laſt was caught in the Fact, 
and hing'd by his injur'd Maſter, 
MoR AL. 

Men naturally falſe and treacherous are no more to be re— 
claim'd than Wolves. Benefits but augment their Power 
70 do Miſchief, and they never fail to make Uſe of it to 
the Prejudice of their Beneſactors. 

| REFLECTION. 

Il Diſpoſitions may be diff:mbled for a while, but 
Nature is very hardly to be alter'd, either by Counſel or 
by Education. It may do well enough, for Curiolity 
and Experiment, to try how far 1l-nitur'd Men and other 
Creatures, may be wrouzht upon by fair Uſige and good 
Breeding ; but the Incinarion and Cruel y of the Dam 
wil! hardly ever out of the Whelp. Thruſt back Nature 
with a Pitchfork, ſuys the Poct, and it will return. This 
Fable is a true Portrait of an ungrateful 2nd treacherous 
Mind, which, according to the Proverb, Holds with the 
Hare, and runs with the Hound; which pret:nds greater 
Lea] than others, like the Wolf's Whelp in the Chace, 
in the Detection and Purſuit of a common Enemy; but 
at tae {ame rime divides Spoils with him, and, rather 
than Want an Opportunity of doing Miſchief, will prey 
privately upon the Property he pretends to defend. 
Many ſuch Inſtances we might give in publick Life; 
and there haye been too many ſuch alſo in private Life. 
The Pur ment fo richly merited in the Fable is bear- 
tity to be wiſhed whenever they happen, and 'tis Pity is 
ſhould be wanted, 


FAB. 


with them, and whentvocver they went our 
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TAB. 123. A LION, Fox ud a Worb 
* 111 E. King O7 Bea ſts, bein 18 "43 ivy 014 4 lick 7 
all his Subjects of the Fareit, fv g on! y 
Fox, went to pay their Duties to im. The Wilt roy) 


UOGX 
this Occaſion to do the Fox a good Olic I ein 
aſlure your n SH iays he, tis notuing but LA ud 
Inſolence that be -ps the Fox from fhew:ing himfelt at 


Court. "The Fox :0ININZ to knov. this, pr en by ING 


w 4 


felt before the Lion, and find. ng him extremel, on; . 
begs his Patience, and afl rd "hi m tnat the Re "= ot 
his Abſence was only owing to his being eng2y in deep 
dy to find a Remedy tor his Majelty” S me, a0 
that he had been ſo happy as to hit upon an in 1. 
one. What is it, ſays the Lion, very eavery ? Why, 
lays the Fox, tis the Skin of a flay's Wolf wr.p. recs- 
ing warm round your Majeſty's Body; and my Lite for 
it, it will prove an abſolute Cure. The Wol: 1 nag 
the Lion hearken to the Advice, was ſneaking of; 

the Fox was not wanting to afſiſt the Royal Oſſicers in 

waiting to pull his Skin over his Ears; and whilſt i” is 

doing, ſneering, told poor IZrim, that he was now 4 

Warning- piece to all malicious Backbiters, how ! hey 1 1111 

tated a Prince againſt their abſent Felow-Suvjects 

Mo RAL. 

Backbirers and Pickthanks are the baſeſt of Men, ani it 
cannot fail of giving Pleaſure ro every one when tt. 
are detected, and meet with their Deſerts, 

| REFLECTION. 

Nothing is more common in the World than theſe 
Wolfiſh Back-Friends, whether it be in Law, in Govern- 
ment, or private Families, eipecially in thoie ole 
Great. A Man who is declining in his Credit a: ca} 
with his Principal, is the conſtant Subject of this £2 


lumnious Diſpolition. And if any crafty Contrivances, 


Artifices, or Stratagems are at any time to be cxcus d, 
they are upon ſuch Occaſions as this, where the ma 

cious Deſigns of a malevolent Backbiter are to be cod 
ter-work'd. But yet it were to be wiſh'd that none but 
Wolves and Foxes were to experience theſe countcr- 
mining Projects, and then when one Raſcal was 09 
hard for another, honeſt Men would have nothing te, CO 
but rejo ce, which ſoever got the better. But the N. 


fortune is, chat tis generally the innocent Man wi 53 
Caugi!: 
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caught in the Snare, and ruin'd by the Plots of wicked 
Wolves and Foxes in human Shape. 


Fa B. 124. A DRUNKARD and his WIFE... 


Woman who had the Misfortune to have a fuJ- 
dling Husband, laid him once, when he was dead- 
drunk, in a Charnel-Houſe. By the Time ſhe thought 
he might be come to himſelf again, away goes ſhe, and 
knocks at the Door. 
One, fays the Woman with a hoarſe Voice, that brings 
Meat for the Dead. Friend, ſays he, bring me Drink 
rather; I wonder any Body that knows me, ſhould bring 
me one without t'other. Nay then, ſays fhe in a Voice 
much better known to him, I find thou art quite 1rre- 
claimable; I muſt e'en give thee up to thy own evil Deſtiny; 
tor what thou loveſt will certainly ſhorten thy Days; 
all I fear is, thou wilt firſt beggar me and thy Family. 
| MORAL. os 
Jnveterate ill Habits become another Nature to us, and 
when they have got Poſſeſſion of us, we may aimoſt as 
well be taken to Pieces, and new put together again, as 
mended, . 
REFLECTION. | 
The Intent of this Fable is to work a Reformation 
in us in Time, by ſhewing that evil Habits are very hard 
to be cured; for they take Root by Degrees, till they 
come in the End to be paſt both Remedy and Shame. 
Habitual Debauches make Exceſs of Drink as neceilir y 
to a Man as common Air, tho' it certainly cuts ſliort 
115 Thread of Life, and brings on an early old Age; be- 


cs, the Miſchiefs it does to a Man's Family and At- 


rairs in the mean time, and the Scandal it brings upon 
himſelf; for a Sot is one of the moſt odious and con- 
temptible Characters in Life, next to that of an Hypo- 
crite and ingrateful Man: Nay, he may be ſaid in a 
Kong Senſe to be an ingrateful Man, and that to the 
Aunighty, who has given him reaſonable Faculties, 
which he is continually abuſing, and to bis Family, 
which he is per petually injuring. Yet there are thoſe 
that can never ſleep without their Load, nor enjoy one 
cal) Thought, 'till they have laid all their Cares to Reſt 
With a Bottle. It is much the ſame Thing with other 
{caſual Plcatures, where Mens Bodies and Minds »re 

FE given 


Who's there? ſays the Toper. 
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given up to delight in them. But the Extravagance i: 
never ſo deſperate, as when the Underſtanding is taken 
up With the Study and Meditation of thoſe Pleaſures. 
which the Body is no longer in Condition to practiſe; 
and that's the moſt hopeleſs and incurable State of an 
evil Diſpoſition, when Drink upon Drink is made ue 
of for a Remedy. 


FAB. 125. A RAVEN and a Swan. 


Raven fancying to himſelf, that the Swan's Beauty 

/ \ proceeded principally from his often Waſhing and 

Diet, quitted his former Courſe of Life and Food, and 

betook himſelf to the Lakes and Rivers: But as the 

Water did him no Good at all for his Complexion, ſo 

the Experiment coſt him his Life, he being utterly un- 

fitted to gather his Suſtenance from the Waters. 
| Morar. 

Natural Inclinations may be wrought upon by good Conn(s! 
and Diſcipline ; but there are certain ſpeciſch Propet- 
ties and Impreſſions, that are never to be alter'd er de- 
fac d. 

REFLECTION. 

What's tred in the Bone will never out of the Fleſh : 
And there can be no Thought of altering the Qualities, 
the Colour, or the Condition of Life, that Providence 
has allotted us. | . 
*Tis Labour in vain, as the Proverb ſays, to attempt to wa 
the Blackmoor white; much more will it be a fruitleſs and 
vain Task, to endeavour to mend any of the Works of 
Nature; for ſhe. never did any thing amiſs. Hat Na. 
ture does, God does; whoſe Decrees are unchangca te, an. 
all his Works are Perfection in their Kind. It is a great 


—Madneſs then to attempt any Alteration upon them. 


But next to the Force of natural Impreſſions, we may 
reckon that of Cuſtoms and Habits. | 
This Fable, ſtill more literally taken, may ſerve 2s 2 
Caution to ſuch fantaſtick Perſons, as run into ſudden 
Changes of Diet, and alter at once their Manner of 
Living, in order to avoid {ome remote and perhaps fan- 
ciful Diſtemper ; or, as ſome Ladies, and finical Lactes- 
Men have done ere now, to try Practices upon them- 
ſelves in bopes to mend their Comp'cxions or Shapes; 


and, in ſhort, as we may fay, to make themſelves 85 
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1 than well. Such Perſons thus playing Tricks with, 


and trying Experiments upon, a tolerable Conſtitution, 
have ofren brought upon thernſelyes real and laſting 
luneſſes; to get rid of which, and be in S7a7# quo, the 
would be glad to compound for much worſe Shapes 
and Complexions, and a much more indifferent State of 
Health, than what they wanted to mend, , 


FAB. 126. A SWALLOW and a CRow. 


Crow, diſputing with a Swallow for the Prize 
A of Beauty, ſaid, Yours, at beſt, is only a Spring- 
Beauty; mine laſts all the Year round. 
Mo RAL. 

A durable Good is infinitely to be preferr d to a tranſitory 

one, | 

REFLECTION. | 

What are the Pleaſures of Senſe, compar'd to thoſe ot 
2 good Conſcience? And what the Enjoyments of this 
fleeting Life to thoſe of Eternity? Satisfactions that 
are attended with Satiety and Surfeit*, and flatten in 
the very Taſting, to Joys that ſhail endure for ever freſh 
and always blooming ? Theſe are what a wiſe and good 
Man will always prefer. But the greateſt Part of the 
World are ſo unhappily immers'd in ſenſual Delights, 
that they cannot look forward with Faith enough to 
influence their Practice; but preferring the evaneſcent 
Now, to the permanent Hereaſter, ſeldom find their 
Miſtake, till it becomes too late to remedy it. A Death- 
Bed Reflection brings the true Obje& nearer to the 
Eye, and ſhews the Folly of the paſt Preference; but 
when we ſay, it is a Death. Bed Reflection, what a 
Horror muſt that impreſs upon a thoughtful Mind ! 


Fas. 127. NIGHTINGALF and Bar. 

Nightingale ſinging in a Cage at a Window at 
Midnight, a Bar ask'd her why ſhe did not ſing 
in the Day, as well as in the Night? Why, ſays the 
Nightingale, I was catch'd ſinging in the Day, and o 
1 took it for a Warning: You ſhould have thought of 
this then, ſays the other, before you was taken: As the 
Caſe ſtands now, you are in no Danger to be ſnapt ling- 


nung again; for you cannot be well worſe than you 


are, 


gz Mona. 


Es O r's FABLEs, 


Mon AL. 
Aſter- Nit is ſeldom good. 
REFLECTION. | 

The Nightingale's Reaſon was a very indifferent one. 
and juſtly ſneered at by the Bat, as her Caſe was no 
irremediable: But yet as to the Moral of this Fable in 
general, tho' a Man may have gone aſtray, and falun 
into ſome great Error, it is not amiſs to call to Min 
where he went out of his Way, and to look back Step 
by Step into all his Miſcarriages and Miſtakes. The 


laſs of Life is behind us, and we muſt look into 


what is paſt, if we would take a View of what is 70 come. 
A Fault committed, or a Misfortune incurr'd, cannot 


be recall'd, it is true; but yet the meditating upon one 


falſe Step may help to prevent another. Wherefore it 
is good, upon the Point of common Prudence, to be 
thoughtſul, provided we be not more ſollicitous than 
the Thing is worth, and that we make a right 
Uſe of thoſe Reflections; that is to ſay, an Uſe of Re- 
pentance, where we did morally amiſs; an Uſe of 
rectif ing our Judgments, where we did fooliſhly ; an! 
an Uſe of Caution in both Caſes, never to do the {ame 
Thing over again. This is no more than what in 
Conſcience, Equity and Reaſon, we are bound to do. 
But we muſt have a Care all this while, not to run into 
falſe Conſequences for want of laying Things and Thing 
together, and to ſham Fallacies upon the World for cc 
rent Reaſon, as the Nightingale was taken linging in 
the Day when ſhe was at Liberty. And what 1s th!s to 
her Relolution of ſinging only in the Night, now 11215 
in the Cage? But even this affords room tor thts tur- 
ther Obſervation; That when ſome Men have brovgnt 
themſelves into great Misfortunes, they will give ©; 
Reaſon rather than the right one, left it ſhouid d 
deſerved Blame and unpitied Cenſure on themic.ves. 
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FAB. 128. ROAS TED COCKLES. 
OM E People were roaſting of Cockles, and they 
hiſs'd in the Fire Well, ſays one who ſtood ready 
to devour his Share, theſe are very merry Creatures 
ſure, to {ing when their Houſes are on fire over their 
Heads, | 
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| MORA Le 
75 Je able to make a Feſt of the Misfortunes of others, ſhews 
a very vile and abandon'd Nature. 
REFLECTION, | 
Nothing is more brutal and barbarous, nothing 
more contrary to Humanity and common Senſe, than 
the Humour of inſulting over the Miſerable. 


Fa h. 129. Two TRAVELLERS and a MoNzr-BAG. 
WO Travellers being upon the Way together, one of 
them ſtoops, and take; up ſomething. Look ye 
here, fiys he, 1 have found a Bag of Money: No, fays 
the other, when two Friends are together, you muſt not 
(ry, I have found it, but, We have found it. 1 beg your 
Excuſe for that, ſays the other; I found it, and Fil 
keep it. The Word was no ſooner out, but imme- 
Giately comes a Hue and Cry after a Gang of Thieves 
who bad taken a Purſe upon the Road. Alas! Brother, 
ſys the Finder, We ſhall be utterly undone. Oh Fie, 
ſys the other, you muſt not ſay, Le ſhall be undone, but 
I ſhall be undone; for if I'm to have no Part in the 

Finding, Ii never go Haives in the Hanging. 

| MoRAL. 

Men are willing enough to have Partners in Loſs, but not 
in Profit ; but they that will enter into Leagues and 
Partnerſhips, muſt take the Good and the Bad, one with 
another, | ; 

REFLECTION. 

We have a thouſand Diſappointments in the ordinary 
Courſe of Life, to anſwer this in the Fable. Many a 
Man finds this Purſe of Gold in a Miſtreſs, in a Bottle, 
in an Office, and in all other the vain Satisfactions of 
this World: And what is the End of it at laſt ? but when 
he has compaſs'd his Longing, gratify'd his Appetite, 


or, as he fancies, made his Fortune perhaps, he grows 


preſently ſick of his Purchaſe; his Conſcience is the Hue 
and Cry that purſues him, and what he reckon'd upon 


as a Piece of good Luck at the Time, proves his Unhap- 
pineſs in the End, 
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FAB. 130. Two NEIGHBOUR-FRocs 


Here were two Frogs; one of which lived in 3 
Pond, and the other in a ſhallow Ditch hard by, 
on the other Side of the Highway. The Pond-Frog, find- 
ing the Water begin to fail upon the Road, would fain 
have gotten the other over to her in the Pool, where 
ſhe might have been ſate; but ſhe was uſed to the Place, 
ſhe ſaid, and would not remove. And what was the 
End of it? why, the Wheel of a Cart, when the Ditch 
was juſt dry and hard at Bottom, drove over a while - 
after, and cruſh'd her to Pieces. 
| Mon AL. 
some People are ſo lifileſs and ſlothful, that they will 
rather lie ſtill, and in a manner die in à Ditch, than 
ſtir one Foot to help themſelves out of it. 
REFLECTION. 

Cuſtom is another Nature, and what betwixt Obſti- | 
nacy and Sloth, let it be never ſo ill and inconvenient, 
People are very loth to quit it, He that docs nothing 
at all, acts worſe than he, that upon the Account of 
human Frailty, does amiſs; for nothing can be more 
contrary to God himſelf, who is a pure Act, than the 
Sleeping and Drowling away our Life and Reaſon, which 
was given us for {o many better Purpoſes, The Frog 
in the Highway, is the lively Figure of ſuch a Man; 
for a Life of Sloth is not the Life of a reaſonable Crea- 
ture. It is odious to God and Man, uſeleſs to the 
World, irkſome to itſelf, miſerable in all Eſtates, and 
utterly incapable either of taſting or enjoying any thing 
of Comfort. The Frog was uſed to the Place, ſhe {aid; 
and rather than ſtir to help herſelf, there ſhe lay, til 
her Guts were daſh'd out. 


FAB. 131. A BEE- MASTER. 


Thief came into a Bee Garden in the Abſence of 
the Maſter, and robb'd the Hives. The Owner 
aiicover'd it upon his Return, and ſtood pauſing how It 
ſhould come to paſs. The Bee: in the Interim came 
laden home out of the Fields from feeding, and miſſing 
their Combs, they fell powdering down in Swarms 
v pon their Maſter. Well, ſays he, you are 2 Company 
of ſenſeleſs and ungrateful Wretches, to let a Strange! 

| 70 
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go away quietly that has rifled you, and to bend all your 
Svite againſt yonr Maſter, who at this Inſtant is beating 
his Brains how he may repair your Loſs, and preſerve 
you. | 8 
| Moral; | 
People often miſtake their Friends for their Foes, and uſe 

them accordingly. | | 
| REFLECTION. 

The Miſtake of a Friend for an Enemy, or of an 
Enemy for a Friend, is one of the moſt pernicious Errors 
of 2 raſh Man's Life; for there Judgment, good Nature, 
Generolity, Juſtice, common Prudence, and all are 
at take, Nothing can be more diſobliging to a Friend 
on the one hand, or more ruinous to one's ſelf on 
the other. And yet in publick Caſes as well as in pri- 
vate, nothing is more frequent, than for People to take 
their Oppreflors for their Protectors, and their Pro- 
tectors for their Oppreſlors; as the Bees here ſpar'd the 
Thief, and fell foul upon their Keeper, 


Fas. 132. A KINGSFISHER. 


 Kinosfiſher built her Neſt in a hollow Bank b 
the River-ſide, that ſhe might be out of Reac 


or the Fowlers; and while ſhe happen'd to be raging 


abroad for her young ones, 2 raging Torrent wafhe 
«Way Neſt, Birds and all. Upon her Return, finding 
tow 'twas with her, ſhe brake out into this Excla- 


mation: Unhappy Creature that I am! to fly from the 


bare Apprehenſion of one Enemy, into the Mouth of an- 
other, | | 
Mo nA. 

Many People apprehend Danger where there is none, and 
fancy themſelves to be out of Danger where there is 
moſt of all. | 

| REFLECTION. 

No State of Life is ſo ſecure, as not to lie open to Dif- 
ficultie; and Dangers; and it is not poſſible for the Wit 
of Man to provide againſt all Contingencies. There is 
no Fence againſt Inundations, Earthquakes, Hurricanes, 


peſtilential Vapours, and the like; and therefore it is our 


Part and Duty to hope and endeavour the beſt, and at 
the ſame time to provide for the worſt that can befal 
us. That which cannot be helpt, muſt be born. 
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FAB. 133. FisHING i» TROU LRD Warr os 
Fiſherman had order'd his Net for a Draught, 
and ſtill as he was gathering it up, he daſh% the 
Water, to fright the Fiſh into the Bag. Some of. the 
Neighbourhood, looking on, told him he did ill to mudd'e 
the Water fo, and ſpoil their Drink. Well, ſays he, 
tut I muſt cither ſpoil your Drink, or have nothin: 
to eat myſelf, | 
9 8 MOR ATL. | 
It is an unhappy Dilemma to which a Man is driven. won 
bs own neceſſary Subſiſtence compels him to offend au 
other. 
REFLECTION: 

How happy is the Man, whoſe Buſineſs as weil 45 
Inclination makes him a Benefit to the Publick! An! 
who, at the fame time that he is ſerving himſelf and Fa- 
mily, is diſpenſing the Means of a comfortable Su fi- 
tence to all with whom he has any Dealings! Such a 
one is a Bleſſing to a Commonwealth, and has abundant 
Realun to thank Providence for fo happy a Lot. 


FAB. 134. An APE and a Dol PHI N. 


N Ape happened to be aboard a Veſſel, which was 

caſt away in a very great Storm, As the Men 

were paddling for their Lives, and the Ape for Com- 

pany, a Dolphin taking him for a Man, got him upon 

his Back, and was making towards Land with him, 

Being got with him into a ſafe Road call'd the Tyr, 

he ask'd the Ape, If he was an Athenian? Ile told 

him, Yes, and of a very ancient Family there. Wy 

then, ſays the Dolphin, you know Pyræus: On! . 

ceedingly well, ſays the other, taking it for the Name ot 

a Man: Why, Pyraus is my particular good Fritn?, 

The Dolphin, upon this, had ſuch an Indignation bor 

the Impudence of the Buffoon-Ape, that he il'pt tron 

between his Legs, and there was an End of the pre- 
tended Athenian. 

MoRAL. 
Contempt, Hazard, and Infamy, are generally the d- ſerved 
Lot of a detected Impoſtor. 5 
c REFLECTION, _. E 
This is the Humour of a great many travelling Men, 


who will be talking of Places they never {aw and of 
erlon; 
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Perſons they never heard of. Neither Men, Books or 
Sciences come amiſs to them: And after all this extrava- 
gant Buſtle, a gay Coat and a Grimace is the Upſhot of 
what they can pretend to. Theſe Phantoms, however, 
are ſometimes taken for Men, and born up by the well- 
meaning ignorant common People, as the Ape was here 
by the Dolphin, 'till in the Concluſion their Supporters 
give them the Slip, and down they drop and vaniſh, 
How many of theſe empty chattering Fops have we daily 
put upon us for Men of Senſe and Buſineſs; that with 
Balzac's Prime Miniſter, ſhall ſpend ye eight and forty 
Hours together poring over a Map, to look for 4riſtoe 
cracy and Democracy, inſtead of Croatia and Dalmatia, 


and take the Name of a Conntry for a Form of Go- 


vernment ? 


Fas. 135. MERCURY 4d a STATUARY. 


Me in order to know What Credit he had in 


the World, put on the Shape of a Man, and 
away he went to the Houſe of a famous Statuary, 
where he cheapen'd a Jupiter, and then a uno. The 
Carver told him the reſpective Prices, Which were eaſy 
enough: He then ſeeing a Mercury with all his Sy m- 
bols, Here am I, faid he to himtelf, in the Quality of 
Fupiter's Meſſenger, and the Patron of Artizans, with 
all my Trade about me: And now will this Fellov- 
ask me fifteen times as much for this, as he did for 
the others: And fo he put it to him, what he valued that 
Piece at: Why truly, ſays the Statuary, you ſcem to be 
a civil Gentleman; give me but my Price for the other 
two, and you ſhall have that into the Bargain. 

| 55 Mo RAL. | 
Toe Vanity of thoſe Men ſeldom fails of a Rebuff, whol ay 
Sares to come at other. People's Opinion of them, 
REFLECTION, 

All vain Men, who affect Popularity, are apt to fancy, 
that other People have the fame Opinion of them, that 
they have of themſelyes; but nothing goes nearcr the 
Heart of them, than to meet with Contempt, inſtead of 
Applauſe, Eſteem, and Reputation, 
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FAB. 136. 4 Hou ND and a Mas TIFF. 


Man had two Dogs; one for the Chace, the other 
to look to the Huuſe; and whatever the Bound 


took Abroad, the Houſe-Dog had his Part of it, at Borie. 


The other grumbled at it, that when he took all the Pains, 
the Maſtiff ſhould reap the Fruit of his Labours, Ay, 


but, ſays the Houſe-Dog, you ought to conlider, that 


while you are purveying abroad for our Maſter's Pl-4- 


ſure, and your own Profit as well as mine, I protect 


the Houle tor the Good of all. 
Mo RAL. 8 
Different Perſons in a Commonwealth, as alſo in a great 
Family, have different Employments ; and tho ſome may 
be more laborious than others, yet they are all equally 
uſeful in a wiſe Oeconomy, as well to the Principal, a: 
to one another. 
| REFLECTION. | 
This Fable will ſerve for a political Reading to Prince: 
and Governors, as well as to Maſters of private Fami- 


lies, upon the reciprocal Uſe, Benefit, and Neceſſity ot 
Induſtry and Protection betwixt Rulers and Subjects, 


for the Preſervation of a Commonwealth; as alſo bc- 
twixt one Degree of Servants and another, for the ge- 
neral Benefit of all. The one ſupplies us with what 
we want, and the other ſupports us in the Defence of 


what we pet, and neither would ſignify any thing to 


us Without the other. 


FAB. 137. AWO f aud a KID. 
Wolf purſu'd a ſtraggling Kid, which finding n0 
way to Eſcape, turn'd and ſaid, I perceive 1 am 
to be eaten, and I would die as pleaſantly as I cou'd 
Wherefore, pray give me one Song before I die. Thx 
Wolf began to howl by the way of Singing, and the 
Noiſe brought the Dogs in upon him. Well, fays the 
Wolf, this it is when People will be meddling out 0 
their Profeſſion. My Buſineſs was to play the Butcher, 

and not to ape Farinelli. 

Mo RAL. . 
Let every one ſlick to his own Part, and act within his 
own proper Sphere, | 
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| 8 REFLECTION, 

No Man ought to preſume too much upon his own 
Strength, either of Body or of Mind; but conſider 
within himſelf, that Heaven takes Part with the Op- 
preſſed; and that Tyrants themſelves are upon their 
Behaviour to à ſuperior Power. An innocent helpleſs 
Kid may happen to be too hard for a rapacious de- 


vouring Wolf; and a bad Man, when he thinks himſelf 


mot ſccure, may happen to be moſt in Danger; and 
find al his wicked Machinations againſt others, turn'd 
upon himſelf. 


FAB. 138. A conceited MUSICIAN. 


Man who had a very coarſe Voice, but an excel- 

\ lect Muſick-Room, would be till practiſing in 

that Chamber, for the Advantage of the Echo. He 

admir'd himſelf ſo much upon it, that he muſt needs 

be ſhewing his Parts upon a publick Theatre, where 

ke perform'd ſo very il, that the Auditory threw Stones 
at him, and hifs'd him off the Stage. | 

| MoRaL. 


Men are apt to be partial in their own Favour; but 
there i; no true reading of ourſelves but with other Mens 


Eyes, 
REFLECTION. | 
There is a great Difference betwixt an Orator in the 
Schools, and 2 Man of Bulineſs upon a Stage of Action, 
Many a Man who paſſes well enough in private, behaves 
himſelf moſt ridiculouſly in publicx. There are flat- 
tering Chambers, as well as flattering Glaſſes ; and the 


one helps out a bed Voice, as the other countenances 


an ill-favour'd Face; that is to ſay, the one drowns the 
Harſhneſs of the Pipe, as the other diſguiſes the Coarſe- 
nfs of the Complexion. But Men muſt not think to 
walk upon theſe Stilts, if they come to ſet up in pub- 
lick once; the one, for an Italian Capon the other, for 
an Engliſh Beauty: Wherefore it will become all People 
to weigh and meaſure themſelves, before they ven- 
ture upon any Undertaking that may bring their 
Lu cs, Honour, or Fortune in Queſtion, | 
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FAB. 139. TRHIEVEs and oa Coct, 
| Band of Thieves brake into a Houſe once, ang 
found nothing in jt to carry away, but one pont 
Cock. The Cock ſaid as much for himſelf as 3 Cock 
could ſay; but inſiſted chiefy upon the Services of h.; 
calling People up to their Work, when it was time tg 
riſe. Sirrah, (ſays one of the Thieves) you had better 
have let that Argument alone; for your Waking the 


Family ſpoils our Trade; and we are to be hang'd, for- 


ſooth, for your bawling, are we? 
Mon AL. 
That which is a good Argument to an honeſt Man, is ner 
ſo to a Thief. 
| REFLECTION. 


A Cuſtom-houſe Officer in the Power of Smuggolcts, | 
or a Thief-catcher in the Hands of Robbers, would ei- 


ther of them make a very ill Plea for himſelf, to ſet 
forth how uſeiul he was by his Profeſſion to the honeſt 
Part of the World. It is well worthy of a ſober Man's 
Care, not to let any thing fall that may be turn'd upon 
him out of his own Mouth. 1 


Fas. 140. 4 CROW and a Dos. 
Crow on a time {.crificing to Minerva, ſays 4 
Dog to him, In vain you pray to the Goddess, 

tor the has ſuch an Averſion to you, that you are par- 

ticularly excluded out of all Auguries. Ay, ſays the Crow, 
but I'! fcrifice the rather to her for that, to try it! 


can make her my Friend. 
MoRAL. 


Men oſten take up Religion more for Fear, Reputation an 


Intereſt, than for true Affection. So the poor blinded 

Indians are ſaid to worſhip the Devil, that he may not 

hurt them. 

REFLECTION. 3 

This Pagan Fable will bear a ſtill more Chriſtin 
Moral; for it may teach us, That we are not to take 
pet, or deſpond, under any Croſs or Calamity which the 
Almighty is pleas'd to lay upon us. The Judgments 
of Heaven are. juſt, and let them fall never ſo heavy; 
they are yet leſs than we deſerve. Reſignation and 
Perieverance are all that a Man has to truſt to in this 
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Extremity. There is no Good to be done by ſtruggling 


or murmuring againſt them, nor any Way left us to 
make our Peace, but to try by Faith, Prayer, and a new 
Life, if we can make our offended Maſter once again 
our Friend. So that upon the whole, Afflictions are 
but the Methods of a merciful Providence, to force us 
upon the only Means of ſetting Matters right betwixt 
divine Juſtice and human Frailty. | 


FAB. 141. 4 RAVEN and a SNAKE. 


S a Snake lay lazying at his length, in the Gleam 

of the Sun, a Raven took him up, and flew away 

with him. The Snake kept twiſting and turning, 'til! 
he mortally bit the Raven; and then the unhappy Bird 
blamed himſelf for being ſuch a Fool, as to meddle 


| with a Purchaſe that coſt him his Life. 


:- MORAL; 

Nature has made all the Neceſſaries of Life ſafe and eaſy 
to us; but if we will be hankering after Things that 
we neither want nor underſtand, we muſt take our For- 
zune, let what will be the Event. 

| REFLECTION. | 
It is much the fame Thing betwixt us and our ſen» 
ſual Acquiſitions, that it is betwixt the Raven and the 

Snake, Men of eager Appetites chop at what comes 

next, and the Purchaſe ſeldom fails of a Sting in the 

Tail of it. Nor is it to be expected, that Paſſion with- 


out Reaſon ſhouid ſucceed better. Our Senſes are ſharp- | 


ſet upon ail fleſnly Pleaſures, and if they be but fair to 
the Eye, reliſhing to the Palate, harmonious to the bar, 


gentle to the Touch, and fragrant to the Smell, it is 


all we look for, and all we care for. But in the End, 
we are frequently made ſenſible of our Miſtake, and 
that our Conſideration ought to have gone dec per than 
mere outſide Appearances. 


FAB. 142. A Wo LT and SHEEP. 


A Wolf bit by a Dog lay licking of his Wounds; and 


being extremely faint and ill upon it, cad out 

to a Sheep that was paſſing by: Hark ye, Fri-nd, {:ys 
he, if thou wouldſt but help me to a Soup of Water 
Out of that ſame Brook there, I could make a ſhift to 
get myſelf ſomewhat to eat. Yes, ſays the Sheep, 
make 
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make no Doubt of it; for you intend to make him thy 
brings you Drink, find you Meat into the Bargain; an! 
my flaughter'd Carcaſe will pay for all. | 
MoRrat.. | 
Civilities and good Offices to cruel and ingrateſul Men a- 
dangerous. That Sheep has a fine Time of it, that run; 
upon a Wolf 's Errand. 
 REFLECTI1ON. 

There isno Truſting to the fair Words and Appearance; 
of a falſe and malicious Enemy; for his very Kindneſſes are 
no better than Snares. Treachery is equally odious both to 
God and Man, and it has this bad Effect, that it cor- 
rupts our Manners; hardens our Hearts; diſſolves ll 
the Bonds of Faith, Confidence, and Society, and extin- 
guiſhes good Nature itfelf: And all this we are forced 
to give into in our own Defence, when we have to do 


with rapacious and treacherous Men. 


Fas. 143. HARESs, Fox Es, and EAGLES. 
HE Hares were threatened with a bloody War 
by the Eagles, and would fain have drawn the 

Foxes into their Alliance ; but very frankly they gave 

them this Anſwer, That they would ſerve them with 

all their Hearts, if they did not perfectly underſtand 

both the Hares themicives, and the Enemy they were 

to cope withal, 
| Mog at. 

There is no entring into any League, without well examin- 

ing the Faith and Strength of the Parties to it. 

REFLECTION. 

The End of Leagues is common Aſſiſtance and Defence; 

and he that joins Intereft with thoſe that cannot hep 


him, ſtands as ſingle as he did before; which deſtroys 


the End of a common Union; for where there is no 
Hope of a reciprocal Aid, there can be no Reaſon tor 
the mutual Obligation; and it is the ſame Thing in 
Buſineſs, Counſel, and Commerce, that it is in Arms and 


Force. 


FAB. 144. 4 MAN turn'd into a PISMIRE. 


Covetous Husband man, who was continua!'y 
| fi ching away his Neighbours Goods and Corn, 
and itor'd all up in his own Barn, drew down a Curie 

| | v3 0 
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upon his Head for it; and Jupiter, as a Puniſhment, turn'd 
him into a Piſmire: But this Change of Shape wrought 


no Alteration, either of Mind, or of Manners ; for he 


kept the ſame Humour and Nature ſtill. 
— MO RAL. 


Cuſtom is a ſecond Nature; and when wicked Inclinations 


come to be habitual, the Evil is deſperate; for Nature 
will be true to herſelf thro all manner of Forms and 


Diſguiſes. | | 
REFLECTION. | 


By the poetical Fictions of Men turn'd into the Shape 
of Beaſts and Inſects, we are given to underſtand, that 
they do effectually make themſelves fo, when they de- 
generate from the Dignity of their Kind: So that the 
Metamorphoſis is in their Manners, not in their Figure. 
When a reaſonable Soul deſcends to keep Compan 
in the Dirt with Ants and Beetles, and to abandon the 
whole Man to the Senſuality of brutal Satisfactions, he 
torfeits the very Privilege of his Character and Creation; 


for he is no longer a Man, that gives himſelf wholly up 
to the Works of a Beaſt. 


FA B. 145. MEN and a ſuppoſed S E A-WR E cK. 
Company of People, walking upon the Sea-ſhore, 
e, ſomewhat come hulling toward, them a 
great way off at Sea. Firſt they took it for a great 

Ship, then a little one, and as it came ſtill nearer, for a 

Boat only: But it prov'd at laſt to be no more than a 

Float of Weeds and Ruſhes. W hereupon they made this 

Reflection among themſelves, We have been waiting 

here for a mighty Buſineſs, truly, which at laſt comes 

to juſt nothing at all. 
MOR AL. 

We are apt to be led away by the diſtant Appearance of 
Things, of which, when brought home to us, we ſee the 
Vanity and Emptineſs. | 

DH REFLECTION. 
The Dangers that we apprehend, and the Bleflings 
we hope for, look generally a great deal bigger, and 


more conliderable, at a Diſtance, than they really are. 


For Mankind is almoſt continually deceived by its Hopes 
and Fears, Things at hand, we ſee as they really are; 
far off, as they only ſeem to be; and our Imaginations 
being 

| 
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| being ſet on work, make oftentimes Mountains of Mole. 
| hills. Patience and Conſideration only, in all ſuchCaſes, are 
| able to ſet our Judgments right. This Fable, as we 
[lt have taken Notice in the Life of Z/op, was very {tal to 
0 that excellent Man. He had been induced to vilit Hel. 
| phos, by the Fame of its Oracle, and the Reputation 
| which that had given to the People of the Ian], o 
| whom he had conceived a mighty Opinion: Bur wen 
he came there, he found them very much the contrary 
of what he expected, and that, inſtead of being a wile, 
a moral, and a generous People, they were given up 
| to their Vices and Follies; and were ſelfiſh, vain, luxu- 
| 6 riou*, and conceited ; ſo that he could not refrain letting 
| them know by this Fable, how much he was difip- 
| pointed; and they never left till they had plotted away 
his Life, for fear he ſhould inſpire into others, the bad 
Opinion he had found Reaſon to entertain of them him- 
ſelf, 


| | | | 
it | Fas. 146. A WILD Ass and a TAME. 
| S a tame Aſs was airing himſelf in a pleafint 
A Meadow, with a Coat and Carcaſe in very goo! 
Flight, up comes a wild one to him from the next 
1 Wood, with this ſhort Greeting: Brother, ſiys he,! 
Il envy your Happineſs; and ſo he left him. It was hi; 
| Hap, ſome ſhort time after, to ſee his tame Brother 
"n groaning under an unmerciful Pack, and a Fellow at 
f his Heels goading him forward. He rounds him in th: 
n Ear upon it: My Friend, ſays he, your Condition is not, 
li J perceive, what I took it to be; for I would not pur- 
| chaſe your ſleek Coat, and plump Carcaſe, at ſo dear 4 
* 
| 


Rate as this. 

Monx ALI. 
lj Betwixt Envy and Ingratitude, we make ourſelves twi's 
| miſerable; out of an Opinion, firſt, that our Neight0:! 
9 has too much; and ſecondly, that we ourſelves have 
| oo little. | 
| | ReFLECTION. | 

There is no ſuch thing as Happineſs or Miſery in this 
World (commonly fo reputed) but by Compariſon; ne- 
ther is there any Man ſo miſerable, as not to be happy, 


or ſo happy, as not to be miſzrable, in ſome reſpect or ; 
other; Only we are apt to envy our Neighbours tie BY 
. N Po leſlion 4 
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poſſeſſion of thoſe Advantages which we want, without 
erer giving Thanks for the Bleſſings which they Want, 
and we ourſelves enjoy. Now this Mixture in the 
Diſtributions of Providence, duly conſider'd, ſerves to 
make us eaſy, as well as neceſſary one to another; and 
o to unite us in a Conſiſtence both of Friendſhip, and 
of civil Convenience. Every thing is beſt, in fine, as 
God has made it, and where God has plac'd it. The 
tame Aſs wrought hard for his fine Coat, ard the 
viid one fared hard, to balance the Comfort of his 
Freedom, 


FAB. 147. Ass Es petition JUPITER. 

HE Aſſes, on a time, joined in a Petition to 

Fupiter, to caſe them of their heavy Burthens, 
and arbitrary Maſters. Jupiter gave them this Anf,ver; 
That the Order of the World could not be preſerv'd 
without Burthens being carry d ſome way or other: 
But that, ſince they were fo diflatisfied with their Lot, 
if they would but join, and piſs up a River, that the Bur- 
dens which they now carried by Land might be-carried 
by Water, they ſhould be eas'd of a conſiderable Part of 
that Grievance, This ſet them all at Work immediate- 


ly, and the Humour, ſay the Mythologiſts, is kept up 


to this Day, that whenever one Aſs begins, the reſt piſs 

tor Company. | | 
Moxr aL 

Every Man thinks his own Lot hardeſt; but it becomes us 

to reſt ſatisfy'd with the Deſignations of Providence, and 


to be contented with the Condition in whith God has 


placed us. 

REFLECTION. 

The Aſſes are here complaining for being put to the 
2 Ule and Buſineſs they were made for; as if it were 
Cruelty and Oppreſſion to employ the neceſſary Means, 
which God and Nature has given us, for the attaining 
of neceſſary Ends. If we confound Higher and Lower, 
the World is a Chaos again, and a Level. Is not a 
Labourer as neceſſary an Implement of Providence as 


the Maſter Builder? Are not the meaneſt Artificers of 
tie fame Inſtitution with Miniſters of Counſel and 


State? The Head can no more be without the Body, 
than the Bou) without the Head; and neither of them 
Without 
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without Hands to defend, and provide both for the 
lt | | one, and for the other. Government can no more 
* ſubſiſt without Subjection, than the Multitude can agree 
1 without Government: And the Duty of Obeying js no 
i leſs neceſſary to publick Order, than the Authority ot 
| Commanding. _ | 

ll. What would become of the Univerſe, if there were 
(BY not Servants as well as Maſt-rs? Beaſts to draw, an! 
| | carry Burdens, as well as Burdens to be drawn and car- 
| ry'd? If there were not Inſtruments for Drudgery, a- 
| well as Offices of Drudgery ? It there were not People 
| to receive and execute Orders, a well as others to give 
ll and authorize them ? 

5 Fuapiter's Anſwer moſt emphatically ſets forth the 
* Neceſſity of diſcharging the Aſſcs Part, and the Vanity 
| a of propoſing to have it done any other Way. As who 
| ſhould ſay, The Buſineſs of Human Nature mutt br 
| done. Lay your Heads together, and if you can fin 
any Way for the doing it, without one Sort of Pco; jr 
"| under another, you ſhall have your Asking. But tor » 
0 | Concluſion, He that is born to work, is out of his Pct 
5 and Element when he is idle. 


FAB. 148. Ass and the FRo6s. 


1 N Aſs once ſunk down into a Bog among a $1104. 
| of Frogs, with a Burden of Wood upon his Back; 
* and there he hay, ſighing and groaning, as if his Heas 
would break: Hark ye, Friend, fays one of the Frog 
to him, if you make ſuch a Buſineſs of a Quagriir, 
when you are but juſt fallen into it, what ought we to 
do, who find at leaſt a Hundred of our neareſt Relations 
cruſh'd to Death by your unwieldy Weight? For Shame, 
don't lie groaning here; but redouble your Efforts, an! 
free us and yourſelf from a Condition that is equa.) 
dangerous to both. 
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| Moral. 

If Smaller Evils are born with leſs Impatience, when we /*t 

lil. our Neighbours ſuffering under much greater. I alij 
0 Mis fortune that befals us, we ſhould uſe our beſt Reſo. 

||" lution to extricate ourſelves from it, and not, by vail and 
| fruitleſs Complaints, aggravate the Evil. 
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REFLECTION. 


The Fable may ſerve to teach us, that it is a high 
Point of Honour and Chriſtianity, to bear Misfortunes 


with Reſolution and Conſtincy| of Mind; and that 


Steadineſs is a Point of Prudence, as well as of Courage; 
for People are the lighter and the eaſter for it. It is 
with a Man in a Gaol, much at the Rate as it was with 
this Aſs in the Bog. He is ſullen and out of Humour 
at his firſt coming in; the Priſoners gather about him, 
and there he tells them his Cate over and over, I war- 
rant ye. Some make Sport with him, others pity him, 
and this 1s the Trade they drive for the firſt four or 
five Days perhaps; but ſo ſoon as the Qualm is over, 
and he tees others in as bad, or perhaps a worſe Con- 
dition than himſelf, the Man comes to himſelf again; 


makes merry with his Companions, and ſince he can- 


not be in his own Houſe, he reckons himſelf as good 
as at Home in the very Priſon. It is the fame Thing 
with a Bird in a Cage; when ſhe has flutter d herle'f 
weary, ſhe fits down and ſings. This 'tis to be accul- 
tom'd to a Thing, But theſe Caſes, however, differ 
ſomewhat from that of the Aſs; he could not propoſe 
to live With his Burden on his Back in a Bog; what 
was he to do then? Why, inſtead of groaning, and making 
fruitleſs Complaints, he was to exert himſelf, and re- 
double his Efforts to get free from his Embaraſſment, 
and ſo put himſelf in a Condition to purſue his Journey. 


FAB. 149. A GauL'p Ass and RAVEN. 


S an Aſs with a gaul'd Back was feeding in a 
Meadow, a Raven pitch'd upon him, and there 
lat, jobbing of the Sore, The Aſs fell a frisking and 


braying upon it; which ſet a Groom, who ſaw it at a 


Diſtance, a laughing at it. Well! ſays a Wolf that 
Was paſſing by, and thought the Raven was devouring 
the Aſs, to ſee the Injuſtice of the World now! A poor 
Wolt, in that Raven's Place, would have been hunted 
to Death preſently; and tis made only a laughing Mat- 
ter in the Raven. 
F 

Our Partlality and Ignorance often lead us into Miſtakes, 

ang cauſe us to make wrong Inferences and Concluſions. 


REFLEC+ 


1 
'F 
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| REFLECTION. 

The Groom's laughing at the Gambo's of the 46, 
informs us, that there are many Caſes which make Peg. 
ple laugh without pleaſing them ; as when the Surpr 2: 
or Caprice of ſome fanraſtical Accident happens to {ike 


the Fancy: Nay, a Man cannot forbear laughing ſome- 
times, when he is yet heartily ſorry for the ching be 


laughs at; which is, in Truth, but an extravagant Mo- 
tion, that never comes near the Heart. Wherefore the 
Wolf was out in his Surmiſe, when he cal'd i 1 
Laughing-Matter; beſides, that he ſhould have diſtin. 
guiſh'd upon the Diſproportion betwixt the worryin? 
of a Wolf, and the pecking of a Raven; that is to iiy, 
betwixt a certain Death on the one Hand, an! on 3 
vexatious Importunity on the other, 


FAB. 150. A LION, Ass, and Fox. 
N Aſs and a. Fox, upon the Ramble together, met 
a Lion by the Way. The Fox's Heart went pit 
a-pat; but however, to make the beſt of a bad Game, 
up he goes to the Lion; Sir, ſays he, I am come to 
offer your Majeſty a Piece of Service, and Lil caſt mj 
ſelf upon your Honour for my own Security; If you 
have a Mind to my Companion the Aſs here, 'tis but 1 
Word ſpeaking, and you ſhall have him immediateh. 
Let it be done then, ſays the Lion. So the Fox tts. 
rag the Aſs into a Pit, and the Lion, when he bund 
he had him ſure, began with the Fox himſelf, and wer 
that, for his ſecond Courſe, went down into the Pi, 
and made up his Meal out of the other. But before 


he himſelf could get out of the Pit, ſome Men, on 
the Hunt for Game, ſhot the Lion thro? the Heart with 


their Arrows, 


; MoRaAL. = 
Bad Princes love the Treaſon, but hate the Traitor: A" 


he who encourages one Piece of e not only fro 


ctiſes, but promotes another; and lays the Foundation © 

a Doctrine, which often comes home to himſelf in 6% 

End. | 

| | REFLECTION. 

This Fable adviſes every Man to be ſure of knowins 
his Company, before he embark with them un a 


great Matter; though he that tetrays his Song 
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pion, has the Fortune commonly to be betrayed him- 
ſeit. | | 


Here is the Folly of the Ass in truſting the Fox, 


whom he knew to be a treacherous Companion; and 
here is the Knavery of the Fox in betraying the Alc, 
which was but according to his Nature. Now this 
does not hinder yet, but that the Lion forteited a Point 
of Honour in the worrying of him: And this Fiction, 
throughout, is but the Emblem of Things that are fa— 
miliar to us in the World. The Lion might have been 
alow'd an Averſion to the Fox as a peiftidious Crea- 
ture; but the devouring of him upon theſe Terins, was 
another Treachery in himſcif. Now, if he had ſpar'd 
the Aſs for his. Simplicity, and puniſh'd the Fox for his 


Perfidy, the Proceeding might have had ſome Sem 


blance of a generous Equity: But an honourable Mind 
will ſcorn to make Advantage of a treacherous Inſtru- 
ment; that is to ſay, by aſſenting to the Treacnery : 
So that the Moral ſeems to carry more Force with this 


Biaſs. Upon the whole Matter, the filly Aſs pays 


dear for the Credulity and Folly of keeping ill Company. 
The Fox is met withal in his own Way, for breaking 
the Faith of Society; and the Lion meets with his juſt 
Reward for en-ouraging of the Fox's Treichery, and 
yet, when he had thrown himſelf upon his Honour, de- 
ſtroying him. In ſhort, the Fox deſerv'd to be puniſh'd 
for his Perfidy to the Als; but he did not deſerve it at 
the Paws of the Lion. This Fable, upon the whole, 
is a Figure of a wicked Governor, following the Ad- 
vice of as wicked a Miniſter, whom he ſacrinces when 
his Services are over; and the Puniſhment of the Lion 
ſhews us the deſerved Fate that often a*tends ſuch ry- 
rannical Princes, who, after having made a hundred 
Sacrifices to their Cruelty, Intereſt, or Ambition, often 
periſh themſelves when they leaſt expect it, and, happen 
vas it will, are {ure of falling unpitied by all Man- 
ind | | | 


FAB. 151. A HEN and a SWALLOW. 
Fooliſh Hen ſat brooding upon a Neſt of Ser- 
pent's Eggs. A Swallow, obſerving it, told her 
the Danger of it, and that ſhe was hatching her own 
Deſtruction; But the Hen not heeding the aue per. 
Ute 
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ſiſted in her Folly, and the End verify'd the Swallow, 
Prediction. | | | = 
Mo RAI. 

"Tis the hard Fortune of many a good-natur'd Man rn 
breed up a Bird to pick out his own Eyes, ia deſpite I 
of all Cautions to the contrary. = 
| REFLECTION. | 
This is the Caſe of many People in the World, who 

ſpend their Time in good Offices for others, to the ut— 

ter Ruin of themſelves: They who want Foreſight, 
ſhould do well to hearken to good Counſel. He who 
thinks to oblige hard-hearted People by an officious 

Tenderneſs, and to fare the better himſelf for putting 

it into their Power to hurt him, will find only {5 

much Time, Pains, and Good-will, utterly caſt away, 

at the Foot of his Account. *Tis good however to 
hope, and to preſume the beſt, provided a Man be pre— 
par'd for the worſt. The Miſtake lies in this, thit 
the Charity begins abroad, which ought to begin ar 
home. They who cannot ſee into the End of Things, 

may well be at a Loſs in the Reaſon of them; and 2 

well-meaning Piety is the Deſtruction of many an 

honeſt Man, who {its innocently brooding upon the 

Projects of other People, though with the Heart, al: 

the while, of a true Friend to the Publick. Tell him 

the Conſequences of Matters, and that he is now 


_ hatching of Serpents, not of Chickens; a miſguided 


Zeal makes him deaf and blind to the true State and 
Iſſue of Things: He fits his Time out, and what': 
the End of it, but the Plot naturally diſcloſes itſelt 
in his, and perhaps a more extenſive Ruin? The South- 
Sea Project, the Bank- Contract, the Charitable-Corpo- 
ration Bubble, and twenty others that might be name 
in this Age fo fruitful of ſuch Projects, will afford 
numberleſs Inſtances to juſtify this Application. 


FAB. 152. A PrgON and a PAINTER. 


Pigeon, ſeeing the Picture of a Glaſs with Water 
in it, and taking it to be Water indeed, flew 
raſhly and eagerly to it, for a Soup. to quench her 
Thirſt. But ſtunning herſelf againſt the Frame of the 
Picture, ſhe fell to the Ground, and was taken up by 


the By-ſtanders, who inſtantly wrung her Neck off. 
Mona. 
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Morat. | 1 
Raſh Men do many Things in Haſte, which they repent of | 
at Leiſure. 


1 REFLECTION. 147 

| Moderation is a high Point of Wiſdom, and Raſh- i 

neſs, on the other hand, is ever dangerous: For Men K 

are ſubject to be couzen'd with outward Appearances, 4 

nnd fo take the vain Images and Shadows of Things, os. 
for the Subſtance. All violent Paſſions have ſomewhat 
in them of the Temerity of this Pigeon; and if that | i 
Raſhneſs be not as fatal in the one Caſe, as this was 4% | 
in the other, *tis a Deliverance that we are more in- j { 
debted for, to the ſpecial Grace of an over-ruling Pro- 1 
vidence, than to any Thing of our own Government 1 
and Direction. One Man may have the Advantage of 9 
another in the Benefit of a Preſence of Mind, which OR | 
may ſerve, in a great meaſure, to fortify us againſt Sur- 10 
prizes and Difficulties not to be foreſeen: But a ſound 
ſudgment is the Reſult of ſecond Thoughts, upon due ll 
Time and Conſideration, which way to bring Matters 1 
to a good Iſſue. How many Inſtances do we ſee daily, { 
of People who are hurry'd on, without either Fear or 1 
Wit, by Love, Hatred, Envy, Ambition, or Revenge, "| q 
to their own Ruin? Which comes to the very Caſe of 1 
the Pigeon's ſtunning herſelf againſt the Picture, and | 
the End is often as fatal. 


FAB. 152. A PIGEON and a CROW. 
Pigeon was bragzing to a Crow how fruitful 

5 ſhe was, Never value yourſelf, ſays the Crow, 

upon that Vanity; for as you bring up your Young 

principally for the Pot, the Pye, or the Spit, I ſhould 
think, that the more Children you have, the more ſhould 
be your Sorrow. | 

Moral. 

Children are called Bleſſmgs ; and they are truly ſuch, 
when dutiful and hopiful, and attended with good Fortune 
in the World; but otherwiſe they are the greateſt Pi, 
comforts an iniulgent Parent can have. 

REFLECTION. 

The Care, Charge, end Hazard of many Children, in 
the Education aui Proof of them, does in a great mea- 
lure counteryail the Bleſſiag ; eſpecially where they are 

born 
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| | | | 
ll born in a State of Slavery, and their Good depen! 
| | upon the arbitrary Pleaſure of a Tyrant. The Fable | 
Wl may be taken in another Senſe, to ſhew us the Hazud ; 
1 of having a numerous Stock of Children, which muſt iW 
[108 of Neceſſity, whether they live or die, furniſh Matter : 
lil of great Anxiety to the Parents. The Loſs of them i; I 
* grievous to us. The Miſcarriage of them, by fallns WM | 
ll {1 into lewd and vicious Courſes, is much worſk: And 0 
1 one ſuch Dilappointment is ſufficient to blaſt the Com. 
0 fort given us by all the reſt, Nay, the very Pollivi. WÞ | 
* lity, or rather the Likelinood and Odds, that ſome our . 
* of ſuch a Number will prove ungracious, makes our | 
11 Beds uneaſy to us; fills our Heads and our Heart: with I 1 
| carking Thoughts, and keeps us in Anxiety Night and I 
| Day. F 
0 Fa B. 154. JUPITER and oa HER DS-NMA N. 
0 Herds-man, who had loſt a Calf out of 
Grounds, when he could get no Tidings of, 
betook himſelf at laſt to his Prayers: Great ti, 
1% ſays he, do but ſhew me the Thief who ſtole m Ci, Wt 
ON and I'll pgive*thee a Kid for a Sacrifice, The Word WF ( 
Ul was no ſconer paſs'd, but the Thick appeared; which 
1 was indeed a Lion. This put him to his Prayers once t 
0 again: 1 have not forgotten my Vow, ſays he; bu ſn 
lf! now thou haſt brought me to the Thief, III make tho: We v 
Kid a Bull, it thou'it but ſet me quit of him again. t 
| Mo RAL. . 4 
Hit Ne cannot be too careful and conſiderate what Vows and We 
| Promiſes we make; for the very granting of our Frege, i: 
0 would turn many times to our utter Ruin. . 
Wl | REFLECTION, k 
ö Men ſhould conſider well beforehand what they pro- \ 
WA miſe, what they vow, and what they wiſh tor, i! t 
It they ſhould be taken at their Words, and aftervard te. 8 
60 pent. We make it half our Buſineſs to compals thet 
UN Things, which when we come to underitand, and 10 
iff have in our Poſſeſſion, we would give the World to be 
fl rid of again. Wherefore he that moderates his Defires, 4 
il and reſigns himſelf in all Events to the good Pleaſure D 
It! of Providence, ſucceeds beſt in the Government vi bis ic 
'#f Fortune, Life, and Manners, | j E 
Fas, if 
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FAB. 155. 4 GN AT and a LION. 


S a Lion was bluſtering in the Foreſt, up comes 
j a Gnat to his very Beard, and challenges him to 
, a ſingle Combat. The Challenge was accepted, and the 
Gnat charg'd into the Noſtrils of the Lion, and there 
twinged him, till he made him tear himſelf with his 
own Paws, and at laſt to run away. The Gnat, vyith 
no little Pride, flew away; but as he was glorying in 
| his Victory, he ſtruck into a Cobweb, and fell a Prey to 
| a pitiful Spider. The Diſgrace went to the Heart of 
him, after he had got the better of a Lion, to be worſted 
by ſuch an Inſect. 
Mo nA. 

It is in the Power of Providence to humble the Pride of the 
Mighty, even by the moſt deſpicable Means ; wherefore let 
uo Creature, how great or how little ſoever, preſume on 

the one Side, or deſpair on the other. = 
REFLECTION. | 
There is nothing either ſo great, or ſo little, as not 


. to be liable to the Viciſſitudes of Fortune, whether for 


Good or for Evil. A miſerable Fly is ſufficient, we ſee, 

to take down the Pride of a Lion; and then to correct 
the inſulting Vanity of that Fly, it falls the next Mo- 
ment into the Toyl of a Spider. It is highly impro- 
vident not to obviate ſmall Things; and as ridiculous 
to be baffled by them: The very teazing of the Gnat 

galld the Lion as much as an Arrow at his Heart 
would have done. The Doctrine is this, that no Man 
is to preſume upon his Power and Greatneſs, when every 
pititul Creature may find out a Way to diſcompoſe him. 
but that mean Wretch is not to value himſelf upon his 
Victory neither; for the Gnat that had the better of 


| 9 the very next Moment was enſnared by a 
. Wiepider. - 


1 Fa B. 156. 4 LION and a FROG. 


| ſudden at a ſtrange Noiſe he heard; but as he 
Was looking about, preparing for an Encounter with 
lome terrible Monſter, what ſhould' he ſee but a piticul 
bog come crawling out from the Side of a Pond! 
Indi is this all? ſays the Lion; and fo betwixt Shame 
3 G and 


L A Lion ranging about for Prey, ſtarted all of a 
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and Indignation, vow'd never to give way for the © 

ure to a Terror, which had no better Ground The 

a weak Imagination. i 
| Mon A. 

Firſt Mot ions are hard to be reſiſted; but a wii Ma 

will arm himſelf againſt imaginary Dangers; an 0 

| ſuſfer himſelf to be diſturbed ty little Surprixe, . 

Apprehenſions, | 

REFLECT10N, 


No Man living can be fo preſent to himſelf, as no- 
to be put beſide his ordinary Temper upon ſome Acci. 
dents or Occaſtons; but then his Philoſophy brings him 
to a right Underſtanding of Things, and his Retv/ution 
carries him through all Difficulties. The Lion in the 
Fable was not proof againſt a ſudden Alarm, tho! n 
proceeded but from a wretched Frog: Which ſhew: 
how apt even the ſtrongeſt Minds are ſometimes to 
be tranſported with the vain Opinion and falſe Image, 
of Things, which are no ſooner underſtood, than de. 
ſpiſed, by a truly brave and wiſe Man. 


FAB. 157. PEACock and MaGpers. 


HE Birds being aſſembled to chuſe a King, were 
ſo taken with the gaudy Appearance of a ſtrutting 
Peacock, that they were inclinable to make Choice of 
him: The Magpye hereupon deſired the Aſſemb'y to 
conſider what they were about; For if, ſays he, dhe 
Eagle, the Vultur, or the Hawk, ſhould invade us, wit 
Aſtftance can we hope for from the Peacock? This be- 
ing duly weighed by the reſt, they changed their Minds 
and made another Choice. 
MoR AL. 
A gaudy Outſide ſo generally indicates an empty Mind, ts 
wiſe Men will never be miſled by it, 
REFLECTION. | 
In popular Elections, from a Chief Governor, cow! 
to Repreſentatives in Parliament, and, lower Kill, to the 
little Officers in a Country Borough, Perſons are to 
be rejected who would principally recommend them- 
ſelves by noiſy Pretences, or vain Boaſts, and mere out- 
ward Appearance. The worthy Man, conſcious of his 
own Merit, is contented to adorn his Mind, and make, 
his chief Reliance on the Capacity which that Bt 
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him of ſerving his Electors; while the fluttering Fop, 
ſtrutting like a Peacock, puts all his Confidence in his 
| gay Outſide and ſplendid Equipage, and hints to them 
| by a too natural Implication, what muſt be the Iſſue 
of chooling a Perſon, who wants the Luxury of his 
|| Appearance, and his ſtrutting Vanity to be ſupported; | 
and that, perhaps, at the Expence of the very People _—_ 
who chuſe him; and who has neither Parts nor Ca- 


| pacity to do them real Service, had he the Inclination or KA 
. 4 Fowers | | {4 | 
1 h | ; : 7. 1 
n Far. 158. LION, Ass, and Fox a hunting. un. 
e N a hunting Match agreed upon betwixt a Lion, an | 11 
n Aſs, and a Fox, who were to go equal Shares in fo 
the Booty, they ran down a brave Stag, and the Aſs WA 
of was to divide the Prey; which he did very innocently 15 
into three equal Parts, and left the Lion to take his 00 
e- Choice; who never minded the Dividend, but in a 4 


Rage worried the Aſs, and then bad the Fox divide. 
He thruſt all the three Parts together, and made but 
one Share of the whole, reſerving only a few of the 
re | Intrails for himſelf. The Lion highly approved of his 


iz Way of Diſtribution; But prithee, Reynard, ſays he, who 
of | taught thee to carve? Why truly, ſays the Fox, I had 
| the Als before me for my Maſter. 
he 3 Mo RAL. 
uy Te Folly of one Man makes another Man wiſe; as one 
de- © Alan grows frequently rich upon the Ruins of another. 
as, |-3 REFLECTION. 

Experience is the Miſtreſs of Knaves, as well as of 

Fools We ought to take Care how we are concern'd 


„at with thoſe who are mightier than ourſelves. It is a bY 
Foy to contend with ſuperior Power, when, be irs 11 
+ Point what it wil, it is determined to carry it. A ol 

wn ft certain Courtier, within our Memory, ſays to an humble | [48 
the | + Suitor, who had been a principal Step in the Ladder of . 
to his Preferment; My dear Friend, I ſhall never have it 14 
uin my Power to diſcharge the Obligations I owe you: ' 
+ But think of ſomething in which 1 may be of Service al 
+ *2 you. The honeſt Man caſts about, and fixes upon 1 
n nopefu! reverſionary Grant, and begs his Intereſt for 11 
lis mighty well, fays he, you ſhall ſee how readily 9 
23 | will ferye you !==And he ſerves him like a true Cour- 
; | G 2 tier 
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tier indeed: For after ſeveral Delays, he tells him it vin; 
too conſiderable a Thing for him, as he found upon In- 
quiry; he therefore muſt think of ſomething «ſe, and 
in the mean time procures the other for his Son. This 


is in ſome meaſure acting the Part of the Lion in be 


Eable, who engroſſed all the Booty to himſelf, The 
only Difference is, the Courtier made an Aſs, and the 
Lion killed one. But nevertheleſs the Strongeſt took all 
the Benefit to himſelf in both Caſes. Tho' this Fabe 
is of pretty near the ſame Import with Fas. 7. yet 4; 
it differs in ſome Particulars, we thought we ought no: 


to omit it. 

A Wolf paſſing by a poor Country Cottage, was 
eſpied by a Kid through a Peeping-Hole in the 

Door; who ſent a hundred Curſes along with him, 

Sirrah, ſays the Wolf, if I had you out of your Ciltle, 


Fas. 159. A WOL and a K1D. 


Id make you give better Language. 


ORAL. 
Security and Protection will make a Coward give Defiance 
10 a Hero. | 
| REFLECTION» 

There is nothing ſo courageous as a Coward, it /you 
put him out of Danger. This Way of Brawl, Scur- 
rility, and Clamour, is ſo arrant a Mark of a daſtar!y 
Spirit, that he who uſes it, when he knows he is {atc 
from the Reſentment of the Perſon he abuſcs, ſufficient) 
proclaims his own Character, 


FAB. 160. JUPITER and an ASS. 


Gardener's Aſs, which did a great deal of Work 
for a very little Meat, prayed for another Matter. 
Jupiter turned him over to a Potter, where he. found 
Clay and Tile ſo much a heavier Burden than Roots 
and Cabbage, that he went to Prayers once again 0 
another Change. His next Maſter was a Tanner, and 
there his Grievances were ſtill heightened. For, % 
he, I have been only pinch'd in my Fleſh, and ib. 
roaſted ſometimes under my former Maſters; but beides 
that J have the ſame Cauſes of Complaint under tis 
I find a worſe ſuperadded; for now I'm in tor't, Si 
and all 

| MoxaL. 
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MoRrart. 

Vin who is ever ſhiſting and changing, is not, in Truth, 
ſo weary of his Condition, as of himſelf; and he that ſtill 
carries about bim the Plague of a reſtleſs Mind, can 
never be pleaſed. | | 

| REFLECTION, 

It is a high Point of Prudence for any Man to be 
content with his Lot. For it is forty to one but he 
that changes his Condition, out of a preſent Impatience 
and Diſſatisfaction, when he has try'd a new one, 
wiſhes for his old one again. Thoſe People, in fine, 


who are deſtined to Drudgery, may change their Maſters, 


but not their Condition. En OR 

It is not for a wiſe and honeſt Man, to ſtand expo- 
ſtalating with the Nature of Things. As for Inſtance, 
Why ſhould not I be this or that, or be ſo or ſo, as 


well as he or the other? But I ſhould rather ny to 


mv{clf after this manner: Am not I the Creature of 
an mighty Power; and is it not the {ame Power and 
Wiſdom that made and order'd the World, that has 
aſſign'd me this Place, Rank, or Station in it? This 
Body, this Soul, this every Thing? What Jam, I muſt 
be, and there is no contending with invincible Neceſitty ; 
no diſputing with an incomprehenſible Wiſdom: If Ican 
mend my Condition by any warrantabie Induſtry ard 


Virtue, the Way is fair and open; and that is a Privi- 


lege that every reaſonable Creature has in his Commit 
ſion; but without fixing upon ſome certain Scope, and 
preſcribing juſt and honourable Ways to it, there is 


nothing to be done. It is a wicked Thing to repine; 


and it is as bootleſs and uneaſy too; for one reſtleſs 
Thought begets, and puniſhes anothe. We are not o 
miſerable in our own Wants, as in what others enjoy: 
And then our Levity is as great a Plague to us as our 
Envy, fo that we need nothing more than we have, 
but Thanktulnets and Submiſſion, to make us happy. 
It was not the Ground of the Aſs's Complaint, that it 
was worſe with him than with other Aſſes, but becauſe 
he was an Aſs: And he was not ſo ſick of his Maſter, 
as Of his Work, H's Fortune was well enough for ſuch 
an Animal, fo long as he kept himſelf within his pro- 
per Sphere and Bulineſs: bur if the Stones in the Wall 
vill be taking upon them to reproach the Builder; and 


* 
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if nothing will pleaſe People unleſs they be greate 
Nature ever intended 0 what red wk 
the Aſs's Round of vexatious Changes and Experiments; 
and at laſt, when they have made themſelves weary and 
ridiculous, be even glad to ſet up their Reſt upon the 
very Spot where they ſtarted? . 


FA B. 161. 4 WOMAN and her Manns. 

T was the Way of a good houſewifely old Woman 

to call up her Maids every Morning juſt at the Cock- 
rowing. The Wenches were loth to riſe ſo ſoon, and 
Jo they laid their Heads together, and kill'd the poor 
Cock: For, ſay they, if it were not for his waking 
our Dame, ſhe would not wake us: But when the 
good Woman's Clock was gone, ſhe would miſtake the 

1 Hour many times, and call them up at Midnight: $9 

V that inſtead of mending the Matter, they found them- 

I i | {elves in a worſe Condition than before. 

Wil - 55 8 Mo RAI. 

One Error makes way for another. Firſt we complain af 
ſmall things: Then we ſhift, and inſtead of mending the 
Matter, we find it worſe, *till it comes at laſt to the 

15 | Tinker's Work of Stopping one Hole, and making 

1 \._ REFLECTION. - 

vom It is a common Thing for People that are uneaſy, to 

fly to Remedics worſe than the Diſeaſe; wherelore 

Men ſhould deliberate before they reſolve; and ſay to 

Il themſelves, This we ſuffer at preſent, and This or That we 

1 propoſe to get by ſuch and ſuch a Change; and fo {-t tlie 

WH one apainſt the other. The Wenches were called up 

if too early, they thought; and ſo for fear of having too 


1 


! 
1 a | 
Ut! little Sleep, they ran the Riſque of having none at all. 
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FAB. 162. Au EAGLE aud an OWL. 


Royal Eagle, having reſolved to prefer ſuch of his 
Subjects, as he found moſt agreeable for Perion 
IH 14! | and Addreſs, ordered every Bird to bring its young ones 
N to Court. They came accordin2ly, and every one i! 
1/1888 itz Turn was for advancing its own; till at laſt the Ow: 
' 31/8 fel a mopping and twinkling, and told his Majeſty, That 
1 if a gracetul Mien and Countenance might entitle au 
11 of his Subjects to a Preference, ſne doubted not 7 - 
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Brood would be look'd upon in the firſt Place; for, ſays 
ſhe, they are all as like me, as they can ſtare. 

Mon Ak. 5 

Self-Love is the Root of all the Vanity that is firuck at in 

thi; Fable, and it is ſo natural an Infirmity, that it 

makes us partial even to thoſe that come of us, as well 

as ourſelves according to the Proverb: Every Bird thinks 

her own the faireſt. | 

| REFLECTION. 


The Moral here before us, extends to the Fruits and 


Productions of the Brain, as well as of the Body; and 
to Deformities as well of Underſtanding, as of Shape. 
We are taught here principally two Things: Firſt, how 
ridiculou, it is for a Man to dote upon the undeſerv- 
inz Iſſue of his own Brains or Loins; and yet, Second- 
ly, how prone we are to indulge our own Errors, Fol- 
lies, and Miſcarriages, in Thought, Word, and Deed. 
The World has abundance of theſe Owls in it: So that 
whoever looks about him, will find not a few living 


i 9 1 '5 | Puck... 
Iuuſtratians Oi hs invites 


Fap. 163. An OAK and a WII. Low. 
J. 2 Controverſy betwixt an Oak and a Willow, the 


Oak upbraided the Willow, that it was weak and 


wavering, and gave Way to every Blaſt; while he ſcor n'a, 
he faid, to bend to the moſt raging Tempeſts, which 
32 deſpis'd as they Whiſtled by him. Some very little 
nile after this Diſpute, it blew a moſt violent Storm. 
tne Willow p.y'd and gave way to the Guſt, and ſtill 
recover'd it icit again, without receiving any Damage : 
but the Oak, ſtubbornly refiſting the Hurricane, was 
torn up by the Roots. | 
MO RAL. 

Ai if and a fiubborn Obftinaty is not fo much Firmneſs 
and Reſolution, as Wilfulneſs. A wiſe Man will yield 
to the Neceſſity of his Affairs, and of the Times, in all 
howeſt Caſes, rather than expoſe himſelf and Family to 
teviiacle Ruin. 

REFLECTION. | 
There are many Caſes, and many Seaſons, wherein 

Men muſt either bend or break: But Conſcience, Ho- 

n9ur, and good Manners are firſt to be conſulted. When 

a Tree is preſſed with a ſtrong Wind, the Branches may 
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yield, and yet the Root remain firm. But Diſcretion 
is to govern us, where and when we may be allowed 
to temporize, and where and when not. When bend. 
ing or breaking is the Queſtion, and Men have no other 
Choice before them, than either of complying, or of 
being undone; it is no eaſy Matter to diſtinguiſh, Where, 
When, How, or To what Degree, to yield to the Im- 
portunity of the Occaſion, or the Difficuity of the Times. 
The firſt Point, however, to be preſerved ſacred, and 
from whence a Man is. never to depart, though for 
the ſaving of his Life, Liberty, popular Credit, or Eſtate, 
is Conſcience, There are Trials of Men, as well as Trias 
of Trees: The Iniquity of the Age, or Conjuncture, is 
to the one, what Storms or Inundations are to the other. 
Now it is not Courage, but Obſtinacy, in ſuch as will 
rather chooſe to break than bend; where a yielding 
may be mace with a good Conſcience. For Men may 
be ſtiff and obſtinate upon a wrong Ground, as viel 
as they may ply and truckle upon a falſe Foundation. 

ar Bodies may be forced, but our Minds cannot: So 
that human Frailty is no Excuſe for a criminal Immo- 
rality. For where the Law of God and Nature ob- 
liges me, the Plea of human Frailty can never diſcharge 
me. There is as much Difference betwixt bending and 
ſinking, as there is bet wixt breaking and bending. I here 
mult be no contending with inſuperable Powers on 
one hand, and no departing from indiſpenſable Duties on 
the other: Nor is it the Part, either of a Chriſtian, or 
of a Man, to abandon hi; Poſt. Now the juſt Medium 
of this Caſe lies between the Pride and the Abjectnets 
of the two Extremes. As the Willow, for Inſt:nc, 
bends and recovers; while the ſtubborn and inflexitic 


Oak is torn up by the Roots. 


FAB. 164. Au ANT and a GRASS-HOPPER. 

A S the Ants were airing their Proviſions one in- 
ter, a hungry Graſs-hopper begg'd a Charity 0! 
tnem. They told him, that he ſhould have Wrong“ 
in Summer, if he would not have wanted in Wit! 
Well, ſays the Graſs-hopper, but I was not idle neiite!; 
for I ſung out the whole Seaton. Nay then, faid the), 
you'll een do well to make a merry Year of it, and dance 


in Winter to the Tune that you ſung in ae, 


, 
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MonAL. 

Adtion and Induſtry is the Buſineſs of a wiſe and a good Man, 
and nothing is ſo much to be deſpiſed as Slothfulnsſs. 
Go to the Ant, thou Sluggard, ſays the Royal Preacher, 
conſiler her Ways, and be wiſe z which in few Words 
ſums up the Moral of this Fable. 

REFLECTION. | 
It is hard to ſay of Lazineſs or Luxury, whether it 
be the more ſcandalous, or the more dangerous Evil. The 
very Soul of the Slothful does but lie drowzing in his 

Body, and the whole Man 1s totally given up to his 

Senics; whereas the Profit and the Comfort of Indu- 

ſtry are ſubſtantial, firm, and laſting ; the Bleſſings of 

Security and Plenty go along with it, and it is never 

out of Seaſon. What is the Graſs-hopper's Entertain- 

ment now, but a Summer's Song? A vain, and an empty 

Pleaſure? Let it be underſtood however, that we. ar? 

not to paſs Avarice upon the World under the Title of 


Good-husbandry and Thritt ; and thereby utterly to ex- 


tinguiſh Charity. We are indeed in the firſt Place to 
conſult our own Neceſſities; but we are then tojcon- 
lider, in the ſecond, that the Neceſſities of our Neigh- 
bours have a Chriſtian Right to a Part of what we 


have to ſpare, 


The Streſs of this Moral lies upon the Preference of 
honeſt Labour to Idleneſs; and the Refuſal of Relief on 
the one Hand, is intended only for a Reproof to the 
incontiderate Loſs of Opportunity on the other. This 
does not hinder yet, but that the Ante, out of their 
Abundance, ought to have reliev'd the Graſs-hopper in 


ber Diſtreſs, though it was her own Fault that brought 


her toit: For if one Man's Faults could diſcharge an- 
other Man of his Duty, there would be no longer any 
Place left for the common Offices of Society. To. 
conclude, We have our Failings, every one of us; and 
the Improvidence of my Neighbour muſt not make 
me inhuman. The Ant did well to reprove the Graſs- 
hopper for her Slothfulneſs; but ſhe did ill, after that, 
70 refuſe her a Charity in her Diſtreſs. | 
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FAB. 165. A Bvir and a Gear 


Bull, hard preſ.'d by a Lion, ran toward a Cost. 
| Stall, to fave himſelf. The Goat make good the 
Door, and Head to Head diſputed the Paſſage with him, 
Barbarous Wretch, ſays the Bull, how can you thy: 
refuſe Shelter to one in Diſtreſs! I know well whit | 
do, repiy'd the Goat: For would it not be high Im. 
prudence in me to give you Entrance, and bring the 
Lion upon my own Back? 
NMOo RAL. 
Jo the Duties of Humanity oblige us to do all we can 
70 aſſiſt a Neighbour in Diſtreſs, yet are we to tale ca 
the Rules of Prudence not to ruin ourſelves nnd Tu. 
milies for his ſake. 


REFLECTION. | 

Self-Preſervation is the firſt Principle of Nature; and 
the Goat in the Fable argues prudently enough, Thi: 
be ought to oppoſe the Entrance of the Bull, leſt the 
Lion at his Heels ſhould fall upon himſelf, a ſtill weaker 
Enemy. It is humane to ſuccour a Friend in Diſtre(;, 
and, if it can be done without great Detriment to our- 
{clves, it is our Duty, both as Men and Chriſtians, But 
if the Conſequences of the Shelter we might give, 25 in 
Caſes of Treaſon, &c. ſhould expoſe us to inevitabe 
Deſtruction, and which might not neither mend the 
Caſe of the Diſtreſſed, we ought by all means to avoid 
Jo imminent a Danger. | 


FAB. 166. A NUuRsE and FROwARD Cn. 


A Wolf prowling about for his Supper, paſsd by a 
Door where a little Child was bawling, and 2 
Narie chiding it. Leave your Vixen-Tricks, ſays the 
Woman, or I'll throw you to the Wolf. The Wo: 
hearing this, waited a pretty while, in hope the Woman 
would be as good as her Word. But the Child being 
frighted into better Temper, the Tone was turn'd, and 
he had the Mortification to hear the Nurſe ſay, Thats 
a good Dear! If the Wolf comes for my Child, vie” 
een beat his Brains out. Upon which the Wolf went 
muttering away as faſt as he could. 
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| MoRA TL. 
41 ingenuons Spirit will be wrought upon by fair Words 
tut a terverſe one muſt be terrified into its Duty, if 
{of: means will not do. 1 

REFLECTION. 


Terrors are as neceſſary to quiet froward Spirits, as 


Praiſes and Rewards are to encourage the Tractable, 
But yet we muſt apply this principally to grown Per- 
{ons; for as to Children or Infants, there cannot be a 
more pernicious Error than to terrify them, as 1s the 
common Practice of fooliſh Nurſes, with Bugbears, 


Hoogoblins, Raw-heads. and Bloody- bores, & c. which often 
fix ſuch Impreſſions of Fear and Appreheniion on the 


Infant, as can never be rooted out of the Man. 


FAB. 167. An EAGLE and a TORTOISE. 


Humour once took a Tortoiſe in the Head, and 


he muſt needs get an Eagle to teach him to fly. 


The Eagle told him, 'twas a Thing againſt Nature, and 


conmon Senſe; but the more the one was againſt it, 

the more the other was for it: Whereupon the Eag.c 

took him up Stcepie-high into the Air, and there dropt 

him down upon a Rock, which daſh'd him to Pieces. 
Morar. 


It is a met unnatural Vanity for a Creature that wa: 


made for one Condition, to aſpire to another. Many æ 
Fcol kas good Counſel cffer'd hin, who has not either the 
it or the Grace to take it, and his Wilfulneſs com- 
monly ends in his Ruin. 

REFLECTION, 

Every thing in Nature has its appointed Place and 
Condition, and there is no putting a Force upon any 
thing contrary to the Biaſs and Intent of its Inſtitution, 
Many of the ridiculous Upſtarts whom we find pro- 


moted in the World, we may imagine to be ſo many 


Tortoifes in the Air; and when they have flutter'd there 


2 while, he that took them up, grows either acham'd 
or weary of them, and ſo lets them drop again, and 
their latter End is more ſhameful than their Beginning. 


We ſee a thouſand Inſtances in the World, as ridiculous 


as this in the Fable, of Men made for one Condition, 


Who yet affect another. The Fiction of Phaethon in the 
Chariot of the Sun; the Frog vying Bulk with an Ox; 
G 6 | 


and 
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and the Tortoiſe riding upon the Wings of the Wind; 
all tend to preſcribe Bounds and Meaſures to our 101 
bitant Paſſions; and at the ſame time, to ſhew us, upon 
the Iſſue, that unnatural Attempts are generally attended 
with fatal Conſequences. 


FAB. 168. An OLD CRAB and a VON. 


5 Hild, ſays a Mother-Crab to her young One, you 
muſt uſe your ſelf to walk ſtrait, without Skiev- 
ing, and Shailing ſo every Step you ſet : Pray, Mother, 
ſays the young Crab, be pleaſed to ſet the Example 
yourſelf, and III follow ye. 
 Morar. 
It is with a very ill Grace, that we adviſe others to dt 
what we either do not, or cannot do ourſelves, 
| | REFLECTION. 

Example works a great deal more than Precept ; for 
Words without Practice, are but Counſels without Et- 
tet. When we do as we ay, 'tis a Confirmation of 
the Rule; but when our Lives and Doftrines do no- 
agree, it looks as if the Leſſon were either too hard 
for us, or that we ourſelves thought the Advice we 
gave, not worth the while to follow. We ſhould mend 
our own Manners, before we offer to reform our 
Neighbours, and not condemn others, for what we do 
ourſelves: This Fable may alſo be apply'd as a Leſſon 
to Parents, not to-ict evil Examples to their Children; 
for as the Talent of the latter is only Imitation, Exam- 

les of Vices or Weakneſſes have, at leaſt, as forcible an 
Ele upon ductile Minds, as Examples of Virtus. And 
it holds in Publick too as well as in Private, that the 
Words and Actions of our Superiors have the Autho- 
rity and Force of a Recommendation. Regis ad Exe 
plum is ſo true, that it is morally impoſſible to have 
a ſober People under a mad Government. For where 
Lewdneſs is the Way to Preferment, Men are wðicked 
by Intereſt, as well as by Inclination. 


FAB. 169, The SUN and the W 1N D. 


- A Controverſy betwixt the Sun and the Wind, which 

was the ſtronger of the Two, was agreed to be 
acciged in Favour of him which could make a Tr:- 
veller quit his Cloak. The Wind fell preſently a ph 
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ing, and threw Hail-ſhot, over and above, in the very 
Teeth of him. The Man wraps himſelf up the cloſer, 
and keeps advancing ſtill in ſpight of the Weather, The 
Sun then began his Part, and darted his Beams upon 
him ſo ſtrong, that at laſt the Traveller grew faint 


with the Heat, put off his Cloak, and lay down in the 


Shade to refreſh himſelf. 
Mon AL. OO 

Mildneſs and Perſuaſion win upon ingenuous Minds ſooner 

than a bluſtering and bullying Behaviour. 

| REFLECTION. : 

The Contention of the Sun and the Wind in the In- 
fluence of the latter, may ſhew us the Effects of Perſe- 
cution on the Minds of Men, which generally hardens 
and confirms them in their Principles, whether good or 
bad. While in that of the Sun, we ſee the Succeſs of 


ga mild and benign Nature, which generally ſoftens and 


overcomes the moſt obſtinate Spirits. 


FAB. 170. An Ass in a LION's SKIN. 


N Aſs having found a Lion's Skin, threw it about 
him, and maſqueraded it up and down the 
Woods. The World was his own for a while, and 
where-ever he went, every one fled before him: But 
at laſt, taking it into his Head to imitate the Lion's 
Roar, he fell a Braying. This made the flying Foreſters 
turn about, and then they ſpy'd his Ears too; upon 
which they all fell upon him, uncas'd him, and gave 
him Cauſe to repent his fooliſh Jeſting, 
MoRa L. | 
Every Fool ſtill has ſome Mark or other to be known by, 
through all Diſguiſes; and the more he takes upon him, 


the arranter Sot he makes himſelf, when he comes to be 


unmaſqu d. 
REFLECTION. 


One general Mark of an Impoſtor is this; that he 
out-does the Original; as the Aſs here in the Lion's 


Skin, made fifty times more Clutter than the Lion 
would have done in his own; and himſelf fifty times 

the more ridiculous for the Diſguiſe. | 
If a Man turn his Thoughts from this Fancy in the 
Foreſt, to the ſober Truth of daily Experience in the 
World, he ſhall find Aſſes in the Skins of Men, ar 
nitely 
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nitely more contemptible than this Aſs in the Skin of + 
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Lion. How many terrible Aſſes have we ſeen in the 
Garb of Men of Honour! How many inſipid, and ili. 
terate Fops, who pretend to be Men of Science and 
Learning! In one Word, the Moral of this Fable hit: 
all Sorts of arrogant Pretenders, and runs effectua! 

into the whole Buſineſs of Human Life. For all Places 
are full of Quacks, Juglers, and Plagiaries, who ſet up 
for Men of Quality, Conſcience, Philoſophy, and Reli. 
gion. But as Nature never put the Tongue of a Phi- 


loſopher into the Mouth of a Coxcomb, ſuch an one 


no ſooner begins to ſpeak, but his fooliſh Braying and 
Ears expoſe all the Aſs within him, and he meets with 
the Contempt which he ſo juſtiy deſerves, | 


FAB. 171. FRos turrd PHYSICIAN. 


A Frop raiſing himſelf upon the higheſt Bank of 2 
Pond, made Proclamation of his Skill in Phyfick, 


| 10 an Aſſembly of Beaſts gather'd round him. Among 


the reſt was a Fox, who ſurveying the Aſpect of the 
Impoſtor, with an Air of Contempt, faid, Thou art 
a pretty Fellow indeed, with that wretched Comple- 
xion, and hoarſe Voice, to ſet up to cure other People. 
Practiſe thy Skill upon thyſelf, and we ſhall judge of 
thy Pretenſions by thy Succeſs.; | 
5 r 
Phyſician, heal thy. ſelf, is a known Aphoriſm; and a 
Doctor labonring in a” Conſumption or Dropſy, gives 
no great Encouragement for People in the ſame Malady, 
to apply to him for Advice, © 
ge, — REFLECTION. | 


1 


This Fable is alſo 4 good Reproof, to all ſuch as are 
guilty of thoſe Viees and Faults which they cenſure in 


others. In vain does a known Drunkard preach againſt 
Sottiſhneſs, a ſenſual Man againſt Concupiſcence, 3 


 haughry Man againſt Pride, or a covetous Min 


againſt Avarice. Thoſe Precepts, tho ever ſo good in 


themſelves, muſt loſe much of their Force, when they : | 
are attempted to be propagated by Perſons, who inew - 


in their own Lives and Manners, that they are not thei 
&lves convinc'd of their Truth and Efficacy. 
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FAB. 172. 4: CRS Dos. 


Certain Man had a good Houſe-Dog, which for 

that Reaſon he was loth to part with, tho' he 
was very miſchievous to Strangers. He therefore put 
a Clog to his Neck, as alſo a Bell to warn People in 
the Day-time of his Approach. The Dog took this 
for a particular Mark of his Maſter's Favour, and prided 
himſelf much upon it, till one of his Companions 
ſbew'd him his Miſtake. Tou are mightily out, ſays 


he, to take this for an Ornament, or a Token of 


Eteem, which is, in Truth, no other than a Note of 
Infamy ſet upon you, for your ill Manners, 
| ORAL. 


This may ſerve for an Admonition to thoſe who glory in 


their Shame. 
| REFLECTION. 

It is a bad World, when the Rules and Meaſures of 
Rood and Evil are either inverted or miſtaken; and 
ehen a Brand of Infamy paſſes for a Badge of Honour, 
The Fancy of this Dog was ſomewhat like the French. 
Woman's Freak, who ſtood up for the Honour of ner 
Family: Her Coat was quarter'd, ſhe ſaid, with the Arms 
9% France; which was ſo far true, that ſhe had the 
Flower-de-Luce ſtamp'd upon her Shoulder; the uſual 
Brand of Diſgrace for particular Crimes in that King- 


dom. 


FAB. 173. Two FRIENDS aud a BEAR. 


T WO Friends travelling together, under an Agree— 

ment of ſtanding by one another, let what would 
nappen, met a Bear upon the Way. They found there 
Was no running for it. So the one whips up a Tree, 
and the other throws himſelf flat with his Face upon 
the Ground, and held in his Breath, The Bear comes 
directly up to him, muzzles, and ſmeils to him, puts 
his Noſ to his Mouth, and to his Ears; and at laſt, 


taking for granted that it was only a Carcaſe, there he 


leaves him. The Bear was no ſooner gone, but down 
comes his Companion, and with a Sneer, ask'd him, 


What it was the Bear whiſper'd him in the Ear. He 
me, ſays he, have a Care, how I keep 3 
| | with 
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with thoſe that in Time of Diſtreſs will leave their 
Friends in the Lurch. | 
Mo RAI. z 
True Friendſhip, like Gold in the Fire, is tryd in the Tin 
of our Adverſity; and he that then ſhrinks away ſrom 
us, is never more to be truſted. | 
| REFLECTION. 

There is no living in this World; no Society, no Se- 
curity without Friendſhip; but the only Trial of it is in 
Adverlity : And there are very few that can ſtand it. 
But ſuch a Man as can abandon his Friend in his D. 
ftreſs, and, like the Traveller in the Tree, ſneer at, and 
ridicule him on the Danger he had fo narrowly <{caped, 
is of all others the leaſt to be excuſed, or truſted again, 


FAB. 174. The BALD CAVALIER. 


/ HEN Periwigs were firſt uſed, and then chief; 
to cover the Defe& of Baldneſs, a certain C- 
valier had one for that Purpoſe, which paſſed for h: 
own Hair. But as he was one Day riding out in Com— 
pany, a ſudden Puff of Wind blew off both hi: Wig 
and his Hat, and ſet the Company into a loud Laugh 
at his bald Pate. He, for his part, fell a laughing with 
the reſt, and ſaid, Why really, Gentlemen, this is merry 
enough; for how could I expect to keep other Pcop.c3 
Hair, who could not preſerye my own? 
Mortal: 
The Edge of a Feſt is quite blunted and turn'd of, whe: 
a Man has Preſence of Mind to join in it againſt Vin 
felf, or begin it. 


| | REFLECTION, 

A frank eaſy Way of Openneſs and Candour agrees 
beſt with all Humours; and he that is over- {olicitous 
to conceal a Defect, often does as good as make Pro- 
clamation of it. And it is a Turn of Art in many Caicz, 
where a Man lies open to Ridicule, to anticipate tle 
Jeſt, and make Sport with himſelf firſt. : 

That Epigram of Martial upon a Lady, who in 3 


_ Caſe in Point, was for hiding a Defect like that of the 


bald Knight, and made uſe of falſe Hair, carries with 
it the ſeverer Sting, as ſhe was willing and ſtudious te 
conccal it. The Poet, made Engliſh, ſays: 
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The Golden Hair that Galla wears, 
Is hers. Who wou'd have thought it? 


She {wears 'tis her's—— And true ſhe ſwears; 
For I know where ſhe bought it. 


FAB. 1/5. Two PorTs. 
Braſs Pot and an Earthen one were by a violent 
Inundation ſwept off the Bank, and carry'd down 


the dtream together. The Braſs Pot, ſeeing the Earthen. 


one avoid him, bid him fear nothing; for he would do 
him no hurt. Not willingly, I believe, ſays the other; 
but we are of Conſtitutions ſo different, that if I ſtrike 
againſt you, or you againſt me, I only ſhall be the 
Suttcrer. | 0 

Mo kA. 
Unequal Fellowſhips are dangerous. Not but that Great 


and Small, Rich and Poor, may fort well enough toge- 


ther, ſo long as the good Humour laſts; but where-ever 

there are Men, there will be claſhing ſome time or other, 

and then the weak one is always ſure to ſuffer. 
REFLECTION. 

There can be no true Friend ſnip, but betwixt Equals. 
The Rich and the Poor, the Strong and the Weak, very 
ſeldom agree together long. And there needs no ill 
Will or Malice neither, to do the Miſchief, but the Diſ- 
parity or Diſproportion alone is enough. The ſame 
Expence that breaks a poor Man's Back, will not hurt 
a rich Man: Wherefore Men ſhould confort themſelves 
with their Equals; for a M:n of ſmall Fortune, who 
converſes upon a Foot with a rich Man, ſhall as cer- 
tainly be undone by him, as a Braſs Por ſhall break an 


_ Exrthen one, if they meet and knock together. 


FAB. 176. Good Luck au Bab Lock. 


Man who had rais'd himſelf from a ſmall Fortune, 
by ſucceſsful Traffick, to a large one, was boaſt- 
ing, Why ay, ſays he, this tis when a Man underſtands 
his Bnſmeſs; for I have done all this by my own Skill. 
Avarice is infatiable, and ſo he went puſhing on ſtill 
for more; till, what by Wrecks, Bankrupts, and Pt- 


lates, one upon the Neck of another, he was reduc'd 


| 


in half the Time that he was a riſing, to a Morſel of 
Bread. Why this, ſays he, is owing to my curſed 
__ Fortune! 
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Fortune! Fortune happen'd to be at that Time with, 
Hearing, and told him, That he was an arrogant, u.. 


_ grateful Clown, to charge her with all the Evil thy 


befel him, and to take the Good to himſelf. 
| MoRrar. 


Me are apt to arrogate to ourſelves the Succeſſes we mit 


with; but our Misfortunes we ungratefully charge io, 

Providence, under the Name of Fortune. | 

| REFLECTION. 

Our Hearts are ſo much ſet upon the Value of tle 
Benefits we receive, that we never think of the Be. 
ſtower of them, and ſo our Acknowledgments are com. 
monly paid to the ſecond Hand, without any regard to 
the Principal. We run into Miſtakes and Mistortun:: 
of our own Accord; and then, when we are once ham- 
per'd, we Jay the Blame of them upon others. Th 
or that was not well done, we ſay ; but, alas! it wi: 
none of our Fault: We did it by Conſtraint, Advice, 
Importunity, or the Authority perhaps of great E- 


amples, and the like. At this rate ve palliate our own 


4141805885 


Weakneſſes and Corruptions, and at the fame rate we 


likewiſe aſſume to ourſelves the Merits of others, The 


Thing to be done, in fine, is to correct this Arrogance, 
and be thankful to God for the Benefits we receive at 
his Hands; and reſign our ſelves to his al-wiſe Providence 
in thoſe Diſpenſations, which we are ſo apt to reckon 
Misfortunes; but which, made a right Uſe of, may fre- 
quently turn to our higheſt Bench, if not in this Wor, 
in that to come. | | 


FAB. 177. 4 PEACOCK and a CRANE. 


gether, the Peacock ſpread his Tail, and chal- 
lenged the other to ſhew him ſuch a Fan of Feathers. 
You brag of your Piumes, ſays the Crane, that are fa: 
indeed to the Eye, but fit for nothing but to attract 


the Eyes of Children and Fools. Do as I do, it je 


can; and then, with a ſuitable Contempt, he ſprings up 
into the Air, leaving the gaping Peacock ſtari g attef 
him till his Eyes ach'd. 

Mon AL. 
There cannot be a greater Sign of a weak Mind, than 4 
| Perſon's valuing himſelf on a gaudy Outſide ; whether : 


S a Peacock and a Crane were in Company to- 
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1 be on the Beauties of Perſon, or the ſtill vainer Pride 
? of fine Cloaths. 


1 REFLECTION. | 
The Mind that can penetrate like the high-ſoaring 

Crane, thro' the Elements of Science, and leave the 

Aurtering Peacocks of the World, with a generous Con- 

tempt, unable to trace its ſublime Flights, is infinitely 

preferable to that gaudy Plumage, which is confin'd to 
the dull Earth, and utterly unable to riſe above the low 

Delights of it. 


Thus much may be pointed out to us by this Fable. 


But after all, if we take it in a more confin'd Senſe, 
we muſt conſider, that Nature is pleaſed to enter- 


"tain herſelf with Variety. Some of her Works are 


for Ornament, others for the Uſe and Service of 
Mankind. * But they have all, reſpectively, their Pro- 


perties, and their Virtues; for ſhe does nothing in 


vain. The Peacock values himſelf upon the Graceful- 
nes of his Train. The Crane's Pride is in the Strength 
of her Wing: Which are only two Excellencies in 
| ſeveral Kinds. Take them apart, and they are both 
cqually perfect: But good Things themſelves have their 
D.grces, and that which is moſt neceſſary and uſeful, 


mult be allow'd a Preference to the other, 


FAB. 178. 4 TYGER and a Fox. 


S a Huntſman was upon the Chaſe, and the Beaſts 
flying before him; Let me alone, ſays a Tyger, 


| 11 11] put an end to this War myſelf: He had no 
boner ſaid this, but he found himſelf ſtruck through 
| the Body with an Arrow, and whi'e he was trying to 
| Craw it out, a Fox ask'd him, From what bold Hand 
it was that he receiv'd this Wound? I believe, ſays the 
Tyger, it mult be from a Man; and I find too late, 


that there is no contending againſt an Adverſary, who 


an wound without coming within Reach of one's 


Revenge. 


| Mon AI. | 
Conteſts wil: Perſons of ſuperior Power or Ability are 
ſtudionſly to be avoided. 
REFLECTION, 
Reaſon and Stratagem are often too hard for Force; 
tor Temerity or Raſlineſs gencrally puts a Man on bs 
uard. 


The Tyger's over-valuing his own Strength, and 
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Guard. It is a high Point of Wiſdom, for 2 Man +5 


be ſo preſent to himſelf, as to be provided againſt all 
Accicents; and to do this, he will diligently Inquire 


into the Character, Strength, Motions, and Deſign: of 


an Enemy. The Want of this Circumſpection has often 
been the Ruin of great and formidable Armies, 28d 
made even a contemptible Enemy ſuperior in the Feld, 
the 
Sharpneſs of his Teeth and Claws, and undervaluing lus 
Adverſary, whoſe Wiles and Stratagems he was unge- 


quainted with, was the Occafion of his Ruin. 


FAB. 179 4 LToN and BULLS. 


NX Party of Bulls ſtruck up a League to keep an! 
feed together, and ſtand by one another in calc 
of a common Enemy. So long as they ſtuck to this 
Confederacy, they were ſafe, but ſoon after they fell & 
Variance among themſelves; and the Lion made his 

Advantage of ir, and one by one deſtroy'd them al. 

Monk A. . 

Inteſtine Diviſions are the Bane of a Commonwealth, 4 
Houſe or a Kingdom, as the ſacred Text obſerves, divided 
againſt itſelf, cannot ſtand, 

REFLECTION. 
The main Bond of all Bodies and Intereſts is Union, 
which is no other in Effect, than a common Stock ot 

Strength and Counſel join'd in one. While the Bu. 


kept together, they were ſafe; but as ſoon as ever they 
ſeparated, they became a Prey to the Lion. There 


was a Caſe too much like this in the Grand Alliance 
between the Emperor, England, Holland, and other 
Princes, in the late long and expenſive War againlt 
France. While all the Potentates concern'd united, the 
War was carried on with great Succeſs againſt the 


common Enemy; but no ſooner was one of the mol: 


formidable Powers in the Alliance brought off from it, 
and a ſeparate Peace concluded, than Diſſentions, Doubts, 


and Diſtruſts were ſown among the reſt, and the French 


King ſoon brought them all to his own Terms, on: 
after another; and that Monarchy has ever fince found 
it in its Power, in ſome ſort, to give Laws to the reli 
of Chriſtendom. 
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Fa B. 180. 4 FIR and a BRAMBLE. 


Y Head, ſays the boaſting Fir-tree to the humble 
. Bramble, is ad vanc'd among the Stars. I furniſh 
Htams for Palaces, and Maſts for Shipping: The very 
Sweat of my Body is a Sovereign Remedy for the 
Sick and Wounded. Whereas thou, O raſcally Bramble, 
runn'ſt creeping in the Dirt, and art good tor nothing in 
the world but Miſchief, I pretend not to vie with 
thee, ſaid the Bramble, in the Points thou glorieſt in, 
But not to inſiſt upon it, that he who made thee a 
| lofty Fir, could have made thee an humble Bramble, I 
pray thee tell me, when the Carpenter comes next with 
the Axe into the Wood, to fell Timber, whether thou 
| had{t not rather be a Bramble than a Fir-Tree ? 
Mok Ax. | 
Poverty ſecures a Man from many Dangers: Whereas the 
Rich, and the Mighty, are the Mark of Malice, and 
croſs Fortune; and ſtill the higher they are, the nearer 
the Thunder. 
REFLECTION. | 
The Anſwer of the humble Bramble to the proud 
| Pir-tree is ſo pathetick, that it may of itſelf ſerve for a 
very good Moral to this Fable. Nothing of God's 
Works is ſo mean as to be deſpiſed, and nothing ſo 
; lofty, but may be humbled ; nay, and the greater the 
| Height, the greater the Danger. For a proud great 
Man to deſpiſe an humble little one, when Providence 
| can fo eaſily exalt the one, and abaſe the other, and has 
not for the Merit of the one, or the Demerit of the 
other, conferr'd the reſpective Conditions, is a moſt in- 
exculable Arrogance: And Hiſtory has given number- 
lels Inſtances, where the overgrown Fir, tho' a prime 
Miniſter or great Prince, in the very Height of its Pride 
has been forced to ſubmit to the Executioner's Axe, while 
the humble Bramble, or contented poor Man, has conti- 
nued ſafe and unhurt in hislowly Obſcurity. We may fur- 
ther obſerye on this Fable, that there is no State of Life, 
but has its Mixture of Good and Evil. The Fir may boaſt 
of the Uſes to which it is put, and of its Strength and 
Stature; but then it has not to boaſt of the creeping 
Bramble's Safety; for the Value of the one tempts the 
Carpenter's Axe, while the Poyerty of the other makes 
it 
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it little worth any one's while to moleſt it. Upon th: 


Whole Matter, we may add, Thar as Pride or Arrogance 


is a Vice that feldom eſcapes without a Puniſument; 
ſo Humility is a Virtue that hardly ever goes Without 


FAB. 181. A CovErous MAN and an Enviors 
Covetous Man and an Envious one, becomin; 

Petitioners to Fupiter, were told, that what the 
one asked, ſhould be doubled on the other. The Cove. 
tous Man, according to his Character, deſir'd great 
Riches, and his Companion had them double. This did 
not, however, fatisfy the Enyious Man, who repining 
that the Covetous Man was but half as rich as him- 


ſelf, requeſted, that one of his own Eyes might be put 


out; for his Companion was then to loſe both his. 
_— 'Morxar. 
Avarice and Envy are two of the moſt diabolical and uu 
ſociable Vices under Heaven, Avarire mould monopolize 
every thing to itſelf, and Envy repines at every good 
Thing p6ſſeſſed by its Neighbour. 
Ja, — WET ELECTION. 

The Covetous Man in this Fable had a very hard Put, 
As Avarice is always attended with ſome Envy, it vas 
no {mall Mortification to one who would have been glad 
to have engrofs'd all, to be under a Neceſſity of making 
another twice as rich as himſelf, by Virtue of his ow: 
Choice. But an Envious Man cannot poſſibly be ſhewn 
in a ſtronger Light, than he is here. For he not only 
repines, that his Companion is half as rich as he, tho 
he enjoys his own double Share, by Virtue of the 


_ other's Prayer; but he chooſes to forego all the Benehts 


which he, in his Turn, might reap by his Petition, leſt 
his Neighbour ſhould have double; and prays for 2 
Curſe upon himſelf, to wit, that he might, loſe one ot 


his own Eyes, that fo the other might loſe both his; 
and be thereby made incapable of enjoying with Com- 


fort the Acquiſition he had ſo ardently coveted. This 
remarkable Inſtance of Envy and Avarice admoniſhes 
us to be cautions how we give way to ſuch wicked 
Paſſions, as not only inake the Perſons govern'd by them 


a Torment to themſelves, but render them at the ſame 


time odious to God and Man. a 
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Fan. 182, A CROW and 4 PirchgER. 


Thirſty Crow found a Pitcher with a little Water 
in it, but it lay ſo low he could not come at it. 
He try'd firſt to break the Pot, and then to over-turn 
it; but it was both too ſtrong, and too heavy for him. 
At laſt he bethought himſelf of a Device that did his 
Buſineſs; which was, by dropping a great many little 
Pebbles into the Water, and ſo raiſing it, till he had it 
within Reach. 
Moxr Al. | 

What we cannot compaſs by the Force of natural Faculties, 

may be brought to paſs many times by Art and Inven- 

tion. 

Nerds. 

We ought not by any means to be diſcouraged by 
ſeeming Impoſſibilities in our laudable Purſuits after what 
is neceſſary or fit for us or our Families. We are, on 
the contrary, to uſe all our honeſt Endeavours, and 
double our Diligence, to overcome all ſuch Difficulties 
as may be thrown in the Way of our attaining Bleſſings 
which are neceſſary to our Weltare. How many In- 
ventions and fine Arts have been ſtruck out by Virtue 
of Neceſſity, which otherwiſe would never have been 
diſcover d! | | 


FAB. 183. 4 LION and a MAN. 


1. a Controverſy betwixt a Lion and a Man, which 
was the braver and the ſtronger Creature of the 
Two; Why look ye, ſays the Man, we'll appeal to that 
Statue there; and ſo he ſhew'd him the Figure of a Man 
cut in Stone, with a Lion under his Feet. Well! fays 
the Lion, if we Lions had been brought up to Paint- 
ing and Carving, as you Men are, where you have One 
Lon under the Feet of a Man, you ſhould have had 
Twenty Men under the Paw of a Lion. | 
3 M m :- - 

It is againſt the Rules of common Fuſtice ſor Men to be 

Judges in their own Caſe. 
REFLECTION, 

: The Fancies of Poets, Painters, and Engravers, are no 
| Evidences of Truth; for People are partial in their own 
 Calcs, and every Man will make the beſt of his own Tis 
bl 7 


19 144 Es O p's FABL Es. 
1 It is againſt common Equity for the ſame People to be 
|| both Parties and Judges, and there is a preat Difference 
10 betwixt a Flight of Fancy, and the Hiſtory of Nature. 
1 This Fable may further inſtruct us, that no Judgment; 
0 as to Matters of Right and Wrong between dilputins 
VIE Parties, ought to be form'd upon the Relations made 
1% by one Party of his Caſe; which may appear in a 
— 11 very different Light, When both Sides are heard. 
N. FAB. 184. A Boy anda THIEF. 
1110 Thief came to a Boy who pretended to be Hub- 
10405 bering by the Side of a Well, and ask'd wat 
TR he cry'd for. Why, fays he, the String's broke here, 
1 and I have dropt a Silver Cup into the Well, The Fa- 
11 low preſently ſtrips, and down he goes to ſearch for 
08 it. After a while, he comes up again with his Labour 
1“, for his Pains, and found that the roguiſh Boy, in the 
1 maan time, had run away with his Cloaths. 
1, „ ei | 
| 1-388 It muſt be a Diamond that cuts a Diamond; and {ho a 
10 Robberies are unlawful, yet that of Rob-Thief, is e 
1109 leaſt culpable, tho it is not at all excuſable as to the Lam 
110 of Morality. The Boy puniſhes the Thief, and the Law, 
114-106-0008 in all Likelihood, in time found out and puniſhed tl: 
WH! Boy, if not for this, for other Practices; for ſo early ad 
„ ſucceſsful a Roguery, no doubt, was not the laſt. 
1 REFLECTION. 
N The Boy's having over- reach'd and robb'd a Thief, was 
1 but a very ſmall Extenuation of his Crime; for nc 
WIR doubt but he laid the Bait for the next that came by, 
1 and it might as well have been an honeſt Man as 1 
li 110 Thief: nor indeed would it have been excuſable, had 
TENG he known, that the next Perſnn that came by Would 
| Wil be a Thief; for the Wickedneſs of one Man is no En. 
1 cuſe for the Iniquity of another: Nor ought 1, be. 
Wh l cauſe another does me an Injury, to do him one in 
10, Return. Is the Thing juſt, or is it not? ought to de 
114 the Conſideration; and it is much better to bear an 
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FAB. 185. AMAN and a SAT R. 


Great Intimacy was ſtruck up between a Man 
and a Satyr. The Man clapt his Fingers one 

ay to his Mouth, and blew upon em. What's that 
for? ſays the Satyr: Why, ſays he, my Hands are ex- 
treme cold, and I do it to warm em. The Satyr, at an- 
other time, found this Man blowing his Pottage: And 
pray, ſays he, What's the Meaning of that now? Oh! 
{ys the Man, my Broth is hot, and I do't to cool its 
Nay, fays the Satyr, if you have gotten a Trick of 


blowing Hot and Cold out of the ſame Mouth, I have 
done with you. 


Moran. 


ere is no converſing with any Man that carries two Faces 


under one Hood. | 
REFLECTION. 


This Fable, abſtracted from the Philoſophy of it, ſets 


forth the Simplicity of the Satyr, in not underſtanding 
how two ſuch contrary Effects ſnould come from the 


lane Lips: But it was honeſtly done in him yet, to re- 

nounce the Converſation of one whom he took for a Dou- 
ble-dealer; and Who, as he thought, could accommodate 
bimſeit to all Seaſons and Occaſions, without any Re- 


gerd to Truth or Juſtice, It was this Fable that gave 


+Riſe to the old Adage of Blowing Hot and Cold; which 
is taken for the Mark and Character of a Diſſembler. 


PFK. 186. A COUNTRY-MAN and HERCULES. 

5 Carter whoſe Waggon ſtuck faſt in a Slough, 
1 ſtood gaping and bawling to Hercules to help 
dun out of the Mire. Why, you lazy Puppy you, ſays 
Hercules, lay your Shoulder to the Wheel yourſelf, Are 
Gods to do your Drudgery, d'ye think, and you lie 


 #<.0wing with your Finger in your Mouth? 


MoRaAL. 


e muſt uſe our own Endeavours, if we would ſucceel in 


ory Aſairs, and not content ourſelves with ſutirg ſtill, 

ang e pe, Miracles in our Favour. 
| REFLECTION, 
Prayers without Works, re nothing worth, either 
iucumbent upon us, in the Exerciſc of thoſe 
H Powers 
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Powers and Abilities, which Providence has given us % 
the common Good of both. It is not a bare, Lord H. 
Mercy upon us, that will help the Cart out of the Mi 
or our Neighbour out of the Ditch; but we mult py 
our own Hands to the Work. To take the Fable ir 
another Senſe, we may ask, What ſignifies the Sound 


of Words in Prayer, without the Affection of the Hear, 


and a ſedulous Application of the proper Means thy 
may naturally lead to ſuch an End? That is to ſay, Body 
and Soul mult go together in all the Offices of a Chu. 


tian Life, as well as of a Civil one, where there is Pace 


for the Exerciſe of the Facuities of both. 
He, in fine, who made Body and Soul, will be fery's 
and glorify'd by both. 


FAB. 187. An APE and her Two Brars. 


N Ape that had Twins, doted upon one of them, 
4 and did not much care for the other. She took 
a ſudden Fright once, and in a Hurry whips up he: 


Darling under her Arm, and took no heed of the other, 


which therefore leap'd aſtride upon her Shoulders, In 
this Haſte down ſhe comes, and beats out her Favourite: 
Brains againſt a Stone; while that which ſhe had at ker 
B. ck came off ſafe and ſound. | 

5 Mon AL. 
Fondlings are commonly unfortunate; and the Chilartl 

that are leaſt indulged make uſually the beſt Men, 

| REFLECTION. 

We cannot command our Likings, or our Averſions; 
but yet whatever partial Diſpoſitions we may have, our 
Fondneſs ſhould net tranſport us beyond the Bounds 0! 
a diſcreet Affection; nor ſhould we be more kind to 
one Child than to another. Children are naturally je 
lous and envious, and the damping of their Spirits 40 
car y, hazards the quenching of them for ever. Beſice 
tha-, there is no ſuch Fop as my young Maſter, tha! 
has the Honour to be a Fool of his Mother's making- 
She blows him up into a Conceit of himſelf, and makes 
s Man of h'm at Sixteen, and a Boy all the Days of i 
Lite after. | | 
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FAB. 188. 4 Fox and a HE PDO HHOG. : 


Fox, upon the croſſing of a River, was forc'd 
away by the Current into an Eddy, and there he 
lay with whole Swarms of Flies ſucking and galling ot 
him. A Water-Hedgehog offer'd to beat avray the 
Flies from him. No, no, ſays the Fox, pray let em 
alone; for the Flies that are upon me now are c'en burſt- 


ing: full already, and can do me little more Hurt than 


they have done: But when theſe are gone once, there 
will be a Company of ſtarv'd hungry Wretches to take 
their Places, that will torment me ten times Worſe. 
| | Mo RA Ls. | 
'Tis better to bear a preſent Calamity, tho grievous, than 
by endeavouring to remove it, run the probable Hazard 
of A worſe. | = 
REFLECTION. 

This Fable was made ule of by Æſop to the Samians, 
on occaſion of a popular Sedition, and had the deſired Suc- 
ceſs. It is very inſtructive, and teaches us to avoid Mur- 
muring againſt our preſent Condition, as well in publick 
as private; for in ſeeking to remedy ſmaller Evils, in both 


Cules, we often plunge ourſelves into worſe. There 


is nothing perfect under the Sun, but ſomewhat ſtill 


| of Good 1s blended with the Bad, and of Bad with the 


+. EY > 
© EN SSD f 22 
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Good; and this natural Mixture runs through the whole 
Courſe and Condition of Human Affairs. We are not 
therefore to make ourſelves uneaſy at what may be 
borne; but before we try to exchange our Conditions, 
conſider the Hazards that may lie in the Way, the 
D.!appointments that may attend the Attempt; and 
fin zy, if we ſucceed, whether by avoiding one Evil, 
We run not into another, which may poſlibiy be more 
inſupportable than the former. 


FAB. 189. A COUNTRY-MAN and a Hawes. 


Country Fellow had the Fortune to take a Hawk 

in the hot Purſuit of a Pigeon. The Hawk 
pieaded for herſelf, that ſhe never did the Country- 
man any Harm; and therefore I hope, ſays fe, that you'll 
do me none. Well, ſays the Country-man, and pray 
hat Wrong did the Pigeon ever do you? You mutt 
cen expect to be treated yourſelf, as you yourſef 
H 2 © would 
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would have treated this Pigeon. Alas! for me, Ce; 


the Hawk, I have 'tis true, met with my deſeryed Fate 
trom a Hand as much too ſtrong for me, as I Was for 
the Pigeon; bur in a little time, I doubt, the poor Pi- 
g eon will not be much the better for her preſent Eſcape; 
which is only from one Devourer to another, ; 
| MoR AL. | 

It is but according to the Courſe of the World, for 15 

Stronger to oppreſs the Weaker ; and ſome powerful due 

will permit no Injuſtice to be done but by theniſelve, 

REFLECTION. - | 

Birds of Prey are an Emblem of rapacious Officers, 
A ſuperior Power takes away by Violence from them, 
that which by Violence they took from others. Bu: 
it falls out too often, that the Equity of Reſtitution i; 
forgotten, after the Execution of the Puniſimen:, 
Here is a Countryman takes a Hawk in the Chai: of 
a Pigeon; the Hawk reaſons the Cafe with him; the 


Country- man picads the Pigcon's Cauſe; and upon 2 


tair Hearing, the Hawk ſtands condemn'd out of her 
own Mouth, and the Innocent is confequent!'y deliver 
from her Oppreſſor. Now here is one Violence dilip« 


pointed by another; a poor harmleſs Wretch protected 


againſt a powerful Adverſary; Juſtice done upon a v0. 
rorious Perſecutor; and yet after all this glorious Sem. 
blance of a publick- ſpirited Generoſity, and Tenderneſs 0: 
Nature, the Man only ſav'd the Pigeon from the Hawk, 


that he might eat it himſelf: And if we look wel 


about us, we ſhall find this to be the Caſe of molt Y. 
diations we meet with in the Name of publick ut 


rice. 


FA B. 190. A SWALLOW and a SPIDER. 


Spider that obſerv'd a Swallow catching of Fits 
IN fell immediately to work upon a Net to catch 
Swallows; for ſhe look'd upon it as an Encroachmen. 


upon her Right: But the Birds, without any Diff 


calty, brake through the Work, and flew away wit 


the very Net ittelf. Well, ſays the Spider, bie. 


catching is none of my Talent, I perceive; and ſo f. 


return'd to her old Trade of catching Flies again. 


: BY * N 
r 
: © 8 
« 1% 
> © 2 
LAT. 
£ * r 
0 R y : =» 
1 
F e 1 
1 3 \"8N 
ow. 
_ 
4, n * 


— news ARE « 


— —— 


Iz — << 
— 


"= 


e- 


ECT 


—— = = ror my — 


— 


— — — —— 


— . , ‚— r 


— 
ny cs. 


——ä ä c¹.— 


— — 


— pap 


— —— ———ꝛ — - — 


— 


— ——— 


in 
— K — 


* 


23 


r 


25 


>, 


a ARTE 


face 1.149. 


oy 


* 


Au 


22 
2 
825 


7 


IN 


10 0 


5 
8 


. 


— 


E 


2 2 
3 


Nr 
-I 


* 


8055 2 i" J 
"MIS |, : Al 2 
— . iff =  þ}—- + 
CE He PRA” 2 (uu — 
8 III gA —_ =.” - 
i Il Fo —— _ 
| | I Q 
III 2 | 
[ 17 lee 4 
| 1% N * nga 
| 3 © 7; 
2 S - 
— 


— 


r 


— 
SOR Y WAN 


22 


7 
2 


Nr 


—— 


IJ | * 
wa 1 gl N * . 
„1 1 * 4 
K. W Ty oa : 
WE \ Fs 1 


2 


40 * 17 \ 
(C At \ 6 een 
Cake | 18 64 
Au N 
' / 


10a 
e 


4 
1 
121 . 
op, 0, 


os 


1 
429 


n 


=D ID = 


2 


| 


U 


190, Dams 275 


£4 5 
14 


* 
* 


* 

. 

RB 

2 

— 7 F * 
» FO þ * 
0 r *.Y 
0 « 
2 


— 
c 


777 — 
D 


Pg 


1601200, Cue, 


FI 


HOU 4, 
11 
mr 


1777 771 
4111 1507 
144 977 


* - 

,, 7 22 

if, - 
7 

1 PP. 
1 
* 

—— \ \ * 


= 
— - ge 


__ 
— 
A 


= 
2 5 2 
. 8 2 
S 
2 
2 . 


ND 
N = DT 
"SE ) 2 
We ; 5 
a '2 
7 * 
$4.4 
4 (> - 
2 80 . 82 
2 2 > * = 
D I 
—— wt - 
RD 7 2 
PEEL "FIT: R etc 
2D 83 
— D 
2 2 — 
— _ \/ = had 
— - HW == SE 
> — my "==> K 1 * 


Fsor's FABLES. 149. 


A wiſe Man will not undertake any thing without Means: 


anſwerable to the End. 
 ReFLEcTION 
Let every Man examine his own Strength, and the 


Force of the Enemy he is to cope withal, before he 
comes to grapple with him: For he is ſure to go by 


the worſt, that contends with an Adverſary that is too 
mighty for him. It is good Advice not to contend 
with thoſe that are too ſtrong for us, but ſtill with a 
Saving to Honeſty and Juſtice; for the Integrity of the 
Mind muſt be ſupported againſt all Violence and Hazards 
Whitloever, The Intent of the Fable is to ſet vs 
right in the underſtandings and interpreting of Inju- 
ries. It is an unhappy Error to take Things for Injuries 
that are not ſo: And then, ſuppoſing an Injury done, 
it is a nice Point to proportion the Reparation to the 
Degree of the Indignity, and to- take a true Meaſure 
of our own Force. The Swallow was a Fly-catcher, 
as well as the Spider, and no more an Interloper upon 
the Spider's Right, than the Spider was upon the Swal- 
low's; for the Flies were in common to both. 

There are Swarms of this Sort of State- Spiders in 


the World, who reckon every little Thing or Hy that's 


taken out of the common Stock,” as a Penny out of 
their own Pockets. The Bounty of God and of Princes 
ought to be free, both alike, without making every 
Morſel of Bread which an honeſt Man puts in his Mouth, 
to be the robbing of a Minion. Wherefore let every 
Man compute, Firſt, What he ought to do. Second:y, 
What he is able to do. And then, Thirdly, Let him go- 
vern himſelf by the Rules of Virtue and Diſcretion. 


- "FAR. tor. 4 SWAN and 4 SrTroRK. 
\ Stork that was preſent at the Song of a dying 


10 much out of Scaſon; and ask'd her the Reaſon ot 
it? Why, fays the Swan, I am now entering into a. 
State, where I ſhall be no longer in Danger of either 


Snares, Guns, or Hunger; and who would not joy at 
ſuch a Deliverance ? NN oo 


H 3 


Swan, told her, *twas contrary to Nature to ſing 


MoRALs 
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| | Mon Al. | 
Death is a certain Relief from all the Difficulties, Pain: 
and Hazards of Life. | ; 
| REFLECTION. 

It is a great Folly to fear that which 'tis impoſſibie 
to avoid: And it is yet a greater Folly to fear the Re- 
medy of all Evils: For Death cures all Diſeaſes, and 
frees us from all Cares. It is as great a Folly again, 
not to prepare ourſelves, and provide for an inevitah'c 
Fate. We are as ſure to go out of the World, as ve 
are that ever we came into it; and nothing but the 
Conſcience of a good Life can ſupport us in that la 
Extremity. The Fiction of a Swan's ſinging at her 
Death, does, in the Moral, but adviſe and recommend 
it to us, to make ready for the chearful Entertainmen: 
of our laſt Hour, and to conſider with ourſclyes, that 


if Death be ſo welcome a Relief even to Animals, 


barely as a Deliverance from the Cares, Miſcrirs, and 
Dangers of troubleſome Lite, how much a greater Ble{: 
ting ought all good Men to account it then, that are 
not only freed by it from the Snares, Difficultics, and 
Diſtractions of a wicked World, but put into Poſlcſſion 
(over and above) of an everlaſting Peace, and the Fru:- 
tion of Joys that ſhall never have an End! 
FAB. 192. A HEDGEHOG and a SNAKE. 
Snake was prevail'd upon in a cold Winter, to 
take a Hedgehog into his Cell; but when he 


Was Once in, the Place was ſo narrow, that the Prickles 


of the Hedgehog were very troubleſome to his Com- 


panion; ſo that the Snake told him, he muſt needs 
provide for himſelf ſomewhere elfe ; for the Hole vis 


not big enough to ho'd them both. Why then, ſay: 


the Hedgehog, He that cannot flay, ſhail do wel 


to go: But for my own part, I'm een content 
where I am; and if you be not ſo too, you are frce to 
remove. | 

1 Moral. 
Ils not ſafe to join Intereſts with Strangers, ufon ſuch 

Terms as to lay ourſelves at their Mercy. | 

| REFLECTION. 

In all Offices of Chriſtian Charity, and of prucent 
Converſation, People ſhould have a ſtrict Regard to the 
Humour and Character of the Perſons they deal withal; 
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to the Degrees and Meaſures of Things; and to the Con- | 
{quences upon the whole Matter, in caſe of the 


worſt. | 
How many Examples may we find of Men who after 
a the Obligations imaginable, and in Contradiction to 


a the Ties of Honour, Juſtice, and Hoſpitality, have 


ſerv'd their Maſters, Patrons, and Benetactors, as the 
Hedgehog ſerv'd the Snake here! 
FAB. 193. 4 GNAT-avd a BEE. 
| Gnat, half ſtarv'd with Cold and Hunger, went 
out one froſty Morning to a Bee-hive, ro beg a 


Charity; and offer'd to teach Mulick in the Bee's Fa- 


mily, for her Diet and Lodging. The Bee very civilly 
delir'd to be excus'd : For, ſays ſhe, I bring up all mv 
Children to my own Trade, that they may be able to 
get their Living by their Induſtry ; and I am ſure I am 
right; for ſee what that Muſick, which you would teach 
my Children, has brought you yourſelf to 
| MORA L. 
Induſtry ought to be diligently inculcated in the Minds of 


Children of all Ranks and Degrees: For who ſtands ſo 


ſure, as to ſay he is exempt from the Viciſſitudes of this 
uncertain Life? 
| REFLECTION. | | 

The many unhappy Perſons whom we daily ſee ſing- 
ing up and down in order to divert other People, theo” 
with very heavy Hearts of their own, ſhould warn 41 
thoſe who have the Education of Children, how necet- 
tiry it is to bring them up to Induſtry and Bufiueſs, be 
their preſent Proſpects ever ſo hopefu! ; that fo, upon 


any unexpected Diſaſter, they might be able to turn 


their Hands to a Courſe which might procure them 
an honeſt Livelihood. | | 

The Gnat in the Fable, we may further obſerve, 18 
very like many inconſiderate Perſons in Life: They 
gaily buzz about in the Summer of Proſperity, and think 
of nothing but their preſent Enjoy ments. But when 
the Winter of Adverſity comes, they poorly creep about, 
and ſupplicate the induſtrious Inhabitants of every Bee- 
Vive, charitably to relieve thoſe Wants which they have 
brought upon themſelves; and often deſervedly meet 
the Repulſe and the Sting which the Bee gives to the 


1 Gnat in the Fable. We have ſeen many a doated- on 
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Child, who ha: been brought up to Singing, Dancing; 
and ail the gay Delights of this World, and yet ha; 
been forced to ſhut up the laſt Scene of a miſcrable 
Life, in Want and B-ggary; which had been prevented 
af they had been early taught the Value of Induſtry 
and Inde pendency, and the Means, by the former, of at- 
taining the latter. N 

FAB. 194. A LION, Ass, and H ARE. 
\ War breaking out betwixt the Birds and the 
"A Beaſts, the Lion ſummon'd all his Subjects to 
appear. in Arms, at a certain Time and Place; and 
among the re{t, there were multitudes of Aſſes and Hares 
at the Rendezvous. Several of the Commanders were 
tor turning 'em off, as Creatures utterly unfit for Ser- 
vice. Do not miſtake Fyourſelves, ſays the Lion; the 
Aſſes will do very well for Trumpeters, and the Hares 
wil: make excellent Couriers. 

| MoR A. 

God has made nothing in vain. There is no Member of a 
political Body ſo mean and inconſiderable, but it may be 

21% ul to the Publick in ſome Station or other, 

5 REFLECTION. 

Every diſtin Being has ſomewrat peculiar to itſelf, 
to make good in one Circumſtance what it wants in 
another. It is the Ignorance of the Nature of Thing, 
that makes us deſpiſe, even the meaneſt of Crea- 

tures. Al] Things are created good in their ſeveral 
Kinds, as all things ſeverally are ſubſervient, in ſome 
Degree or other, to the Beauty, the Order, and the 
Well-Zeing of the Whole. That which we find in the 
Courſe of Nature, holds likewiſe in Governments, 
where the loweſt has its Poſt allotted as well as the 
higheſt. All created Beings, in fine, are the Works 
of Providence and Nature, which never did any Thing 
in vain. So truly ſays the Poet, 

| Wiſe Providence, 

Dies various Parts for various Minds diſpenſe ; 

The meaneſt Slaves, or they who bedge and ditch, 

Ave uſeful, by their Sweat, to feed the Rich: 

the Rich, in due Return, imparts their Store, 

Which comfortably feeds the lab'ring Poor. 

Ner let the Rich the loweſt Slave diſdain, 

He's equally a Link of Nature's Chain: 


Labcurs to the ſame End, jeius in one View, 
And both alike the Mill divine purſue, Fat, 
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FAB. 195. The PIGEONS and HAWKS. 


Civil War once raged among the Hawks; and 


the innocent Pigeons, who were ſafe while theſe 
Freuds laſted, in pure Pity and good Nature, ſent their 
Deputies and Mediators to make them Friends again; 
but no ſooner was the Quarrel ended among themſelves, 
than they fell to their old Sport again of deſtroying 


the Pigeons: Who too late found their Error, in having 


united a common Enemy to their own Ruin. 
| MoraAL. 

"Tis dangerous intermeddling with the OQuarrels of wicked 
or turbulent Perſons. When bad Men fall out among 
themſelves, good Men are often benefited and 'ſecur'd by 
the Conſequences of their Diviſions. 

REFLECTION. | 
The Bleſſing that is pronounc'd upon the Peace- 


Makers, does not extend to thoſe Caſes, where the 
Effect of the Peace ſhall be the Ruin of the Reconcilers. 


When two powerful Princes are contending for Supe- 
riority, it would be but an unſeaſonable Piece of Policy, 
tor a third and weaker State, who has much to fear 
trom both, to endeavour to reconcile them : For am- 
bitious and reſtleſs Monarchs, when they have made 
up their Broils with one another, have Leiſure to look 
out for freſh Occaſions of Quarrel, and perhaps, may 
join Forces, in order to conquer and divide betwixt 


them, the Dominions of the officious Umpire. Sucty 


Inſtances are to be met with in Hiſtory, 


FAB. 196. DEATH ard an OLD May. 


Eath calbd upon an Old Man, and bad him come 
| along with him. The Man excus'd himſelf, that 
the other World was a great Journey to take upon ſo 


ſhort a Warning, and begg'd a little Time, only to 


make his Will before he dy'd. Why, ſays Death, you 
nave had Warning enough, one would think, to have 
mace ready before this; for you have had daily Exam- 
pies of Mortality before your Eyes, in all People of all 
Sorts, Apes, and Degrees; and is not the frequent 
; Spectacle of other Peoples Death, a Memento ſufficient 
: fo make you think of your own? And what do you 
n of the Feyer you had ten Years ago, and the 
: Ss > Surjett 
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Surfeit you had five Years after, and the Palſy the 
very laſt Year? Don't you know, that every one of 
theſe was a Meſſenger ſent by me, to give you Warning 
that I ſhould come ſhortly myſelf? No more ſhill-I, 
ſhall-I, honeſt Friend: Your Time is now come, and 
theretore come along, I tell ye. ; 
| Mo RAL. 
Every Moment of our Lives either is, or oneht to be, a 
Time of Preparation for Death. 
REiFLECTION. | 
It is a ſtrange Mixture of Madneſs and Folly for Peo- 
le to ſay or imagine that ever any Man was taken out 
of this World without Time to prepare himſelf for 
Death: But the Delay of fitting ourſelves is our own 
Fault, and we turn the very Sin into an Excuſe: Every 
Breath we draw is not only a Step towards Death, bu: 
a Part of it. Death was born with us, it goes along with 
us: It is the.only conſtant Companion that we have in 
this World, and yet we never think of it any more 
than if we knew nothing of it. The Text is true to 
the very Letter, that we die daily, and yet we fee! it 
not. Every Thing under the Sun reads a Lecture o. 


lortality to us. Our Neighbours, our Friends, ou: 
Relations, that fall every-where round about us, ad- 


moniſh us of our laſt Hour; and yet here's an od 
Man, on the wrong Side of Fourſcore perhaps, com- 
plaining that he is furpriz'd. 


FAB. 197. INDUSTRY and SLOTH. 
NE asking a lazy young Feliow, what made him 
lie in Bed ſo long? Why, ſays he, I am hearing 
of Cauſes every Morning; that is to ſay, I have two 
Laſſes at my Bed- ide, fo ſoon as ever I awake. Their 
Names are Induſtry and Sloth; one bids me get up; the 
other bids me lie ſtill; and ſo they give me twenty 
Reaſons why I ſhould riſe, and why I ſhould not. 'Tis 
the Part in the mean time of a juſt Judge to hear 
what can be ſaid on both Sides; and by that time the 
Cauſe is over, tis time to go to Dinner, 
MoO RAIL. 
Ne ſſend our Days in deliberating what to do, and we fri- 
duet) endihem, without coming to any Reſolution. 
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REFLECTION. 

The Sluggard's Caſe in this F able, is the Caſe of Man- 
kind in all the Duties of Life, where judgment and 
Conſcience call us one way, and our Luſts hurry us 
another. We ſpend all our Days upon frivolous Pre- 
liminaries, without ever coming to a Reſolution upon 
the main Points of our Buſineſs. And yet we know 
well enough what we ought to do, and what not, if 
we would but take the Light of reaſonable Nature for 
our Guide, and hearken to the Counſellor that every 
Man carries in his own Breaſt. But Men in the general, 
are either too lazy to ſearch out the Truth, or too 
partial, in favour of a ſenſual Appetite, to take Notice 


of it when they have found it. They had rather be 


taſting the Eaſe and the Pleaſures of Life, than reform- 


ing the Errors and the Vices of it. They are hearing 


Cauſes with our Slug-a-bed in the Apologue; that is to 
{iy, deliberating betwixt Paſſion and Conſcience, till in 


the End, they are call'd away, whether to Dinner or 


to Death, it makes no Matter; for the Moral is ſtill 
the ſame. | ; | 


FAB. 198. 4 Cock and 4 Fox. 
Fox ſpying a Cock at rooſt in a Tree With his 
Hens about him, wanted to get him down, and 


a5ked him, If he did not hear the News? What News, 


laid the Cock? Why, reply'd the Fox, There's a gene- 
ral Peace concluded among all living Creatures, and not 
one of them is to preſume, upon Pain of Lite and 
Limb, directiy or indirectly to hurt another. The 
bleſſedeſt Tidings in the World, ſays the Cock! and 
ine lame time be ſtretches out his Neck, as i! he 
were looking at io:newhat a great way off. What 
are you peering at? ſays tae Fox. Nothing, favs tother, 
but a Couple of great Dogs yonder, that are coming 
this Way, open-mouth'd, as hard as they can drive. 
hy then, {ays Reynard, I fancy I'd een beſt be jogg- 
mug. No, no, fays the Cock, the general Peace will 
ecure you: Ay, quoth the Fox, ſo it ought; but if 

theſc raskally Curs ſhould not have heard of the Pro- 


cla ton, I ſhail be but poorly off for all that. And 
9 937 ue ſcamper d. . 
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Mon AI. 
Perfidious People are naturally to be ſu pected in Reforts 
that favour their own Intereſt. | | 

| REFLECTION. 

It is a hard Matter to make a falſe Man and a {&'f 
Tale conſiſt with themſelves; and when they come to 
interfere, the Reaſon and the Argument of the Cat: 
return upon the Head of the Impoſtor: So that it 
requires great Care and Skill, for a Man who has a 


dark and a double Deſign upon another, to keep clear 


of claſhing with his own Reaſonings, and to avoid a 


Detection. 


FAB. 199. Boys and FRoOGs. 
Company of uniucky Boys were watching of Frog: 
at the Side of a Pond, and till as any of them 
put up their Heads, they would be pelting them down 
again with Stones. Children, ſays one of the Frcgs, 
vou never conſider, that zhorgh this may be Play to you, 
is Death to us. | | A 


| Mona. 

Hard-heartedneſs and Cruelty is an inhuman Vice; 'ti; 
a barbarons Thing to make our Sport of that with 
ig fatal or pernicious to another. 

REFLECTION. 5 
The throwing at Cocks at Shrove-tide, and the abuſe- 
ing and torturing of Puppies, Kittens, Birds, or Flies, 
ſo commonly practiſed by Children, is a moſt ſhocking 
and dangerous Liberty, not to be ſuffer'd on any Ac- 
count; tor Hard-heartedneſs in Boys, will be Brutality 
and Tyranny in Men. Sottneſs and Tenderneſs of Na- 


ture are the Seeds of a generous Humanity; provided 


always that Children be taught to diſtinguiſh betwixt 3 


Benignity, and a Facility of Diſpoſition, and that they may 


not confound Gracious with Effeminate. By this means 
there may be a Foundation laid of worthy Thoughts, 
which will ripen in due Time into glorious Actions 
and Habits, to qualify Men for the Honour and Service 
of their Country. This Foundation, I ſay, of a pious 
and a virtuous Compaſſion, will diſpoſe Men afterward, 
inſtead of adding Affliction to Affliction, and of grind- 
zng the Faces of the Weak and Innocent, to miniſter 
protection to the Oppreſſed. 
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FAB. 200. The FRoGs and the BULLs. 


N a deſperate Duel berwixt a couple of Bulls, a 
Frog upon the Bank of a Lake, looking on, ſaid to 
other Frogs, What will become of us now? Why pr'y- 
© thee, ſays one of his Companions, What are the Bulls to 
the Frogs, or the Lakes to the Meadows? Very much, 
] cin aſſure ye, fays the Frog again; for he that's 
worſted will very probably take Sanctuary in the Pens, 
and then we may be trod to Pieces ; wherefore, for my 
Part, I'll get as far from them as I can, 

5 Mon AI. | | 
hen Princes fall out, the Commonalty ſuffers, and the 
little go to Wreck for the Quarrels of the Great. Let 
ill Conſequences be never ſo remote, tis good to look fore 
ward, and endeavour to provide againſt the worſt that 
may happen. | | | 


REFLECTION, 
The Deſign of many Actions looks one way, and the 
Event works another, ſo that even probable Miſchiefs 
are to be provided againſt with equal Care and Induſtry, 
A wiſe Man looks forward, through the proper and 
natural Courſe and Connection of Cauſes and Effects; 
and in ſo doing, he fortifies himſelf againſt the worſt 
that can befal him. v0 


Far. 201, A HARE and a SPARROW. 


A Sparrow happened to take a Buſh juſt as an Eagle 
made a Stoop at an Hare, and when he had got 
her in the Foot, Poor Wat cry'd out for Help. Well, 
lays the Sparrow ſneeringly, and why don't you run for 
it now? I thought your Footmanſhip would have ſaved 
you. In this very Moment comes a Hawk, and whips 
away the Sparrow, which gave the dying Hare this 
Conſolation in her laſt Diſtreſs, that ſhe ſaw the hard- 
hearted Creature that had no Pity for another, could 
—_ none for herſelf, when ſhe ſtood moſt in Need 
OT it. 
; Nil,, | 
It 1s with Men and Governments, as it is with Birds and 
Beaſts ; the Weaker are à Prey to the Stronger, and ſo 


ion, We ought therefore to have a Fellow-Feeling of 
i E 3 
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one under another, through the whole Scale of the Crea- 
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one another's Affiitions: For nobody knows Whoſe Turs 
may be next. 
„ REFLECTION. 

Here is a juſt Judgment upon ill Nature: Wherefore 
Jet no Man make Sport with the Miſerable, that is in 
Danger to be miſerable himſelf, as every Man may be; 
and in truth, every Man deſerves ſo to be, that has no 
Tenderneſs for his Neighbour. It is a high Degree of 
Inhumanity not to have a Fellow- feeling of the Mistor- 

Tune of my Brother; but to take Pleaſure in my Neigh- 
bour's Miſery, and to make merry with it, is not oniy 
a brutal, but a diabolical Barbarity and Folly. 


F AB. 202. Two MEN and a HALTER. 


N Poor Wretch, who was quite deſtitute of Money, 
Credit, or Friends, determined to hang himſelf; 
and having provided a Halter, and got a Hook, he was 
driving it into an old Wall to faſten the Cord to; and 
down comes a great Stone that was looſe, and a Pot of 
Money along with it. The Fellow preſently drops the 
Halter, and away he ſcours with the Purchaſe. He 
was no ſooner gone, but up comes the Man who had 
hid the Money, to give his Pot a Viſit: He finds the 
Birds flown; and out of all Patience at his Loſs, he 
takes up the Halter, and hangs himſelf with it, having 
no other Comfort than this, that Fortune had ſaved 
him the Charge of buying one. | 
MoraL. 
Well may Money be ſaid to be the Root of all Evil; ſince 
the Want of it makes ſome Men defperate ; and the hav- 
ing it, makes others miſerable. | 
| | REFLECTION. 

Poverty and Riches, where Avarice accompanies the 
latter, are nearer akin than moſt People imagine ; for the 
rich infatiable Miſer, who is ſtil] carking after more, 1: 
every whit as Miſerable as he that has juſt nothing at all, 
What is the Difference betwixt Gold in one Part of the 
Earth, and Gold in another? Betwixt the minted Gold 
that the ſordid Churl buries in a Pot, and the Ore that 
Nature has prepared and tinctured in the Mine? They 
are both equally loſt to the common Uſe of Mankind; 
only the one lies a little deeper than the other. Ve 
may finiſh this Reflection, with a Conſideration of 1 
| OO Of ry ns ww olly 
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Folly of thoſe People who ſtarve themſelves to enrich 


others, and make their own Lives wretched for the 
Advantage perhaps of Thieves and Strangers. 


FAB. 203. A MOUNTEBANK and a BEAR, 


Quack expoſing his Bills and Medicines upon a 
| Stage, was furrounded with a very numerous 
Ind artentive Croud, till a Bear being led that Way, with 
a Ring thro! his Noſe, they all quitred the Mountebank, 
and ran after the Bear; who addreſſing himſelf to the 
Rabble, Hark ye, my Friends, ſays he, I am glad to 
ſee you ſo merry at my being led like a Sot, by the 
Noſe thus; but pray, let us laugh at one another by 
turns; for you are led as much by the Ears by that 
fame Mountebank, as I am by the Noſe, by my Keeper, 

| MoraL. 5 
A Bear with a Ring in his Noſe, is no more than an Em- 

blem of every Man of us, as the Bear in the Fable 

richtly obſerved; for we are led as much as he, ſome by 

the Ear or Eye; others by their Lufts and Affections. 

+. EF LECTION. | 

No Man ſhould make Sport with, or condemn any 
thing in another, without firſt conſidering whether he 
be not guilty of the very fame thing himſelf. The 
Bear is led after one manner, Mankind after another ; 


and in ſome ſort or other we are all led; only the 


Bearward in this Fable leads but one Brute, and the 
Impoſtor or Mountebank leads a thouſand. In ſhort, 
the very Courſe of our Lives is little better than a Se- 
ries of Miſtakes, and a Tranſition from one Weakneſs 


to another. 


Fas. 204. A 5Skittih HoRs E. 
Skittiſh Horſe that uſed to fly out always at his 
own Shadow, was once expoſtulated with by his 
Rider, in a very ſerious and pathetical Manner : What a 
Duce ails you, ſays he! *Tis only a Shadow that you 
boggle at: And what is that Shadow, but ſo much Air, 
that the Light cannot come at? It has neither Teeth, 
nor Claws, you ſee, nor any thing elſe to hurt you : 
It will neither break your Shins, nor block up your 
Paſſage, and what are you afraid of then? You do well to 
upbraid me, indeed, ſays the Horſe, who are as much oe: 
| 18 
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fy'd at the Thoughts of Sprights, Ghoſts, and Goblins 
mere Phantoms and Chimera's of your own Brains. 43 
I am at my Shadow. | i 
Monat. | 
'Tis a common Theory for People to blame in others, wha: 
they practiſe themſelves. 
REFLECTION. 

In Juſtice, Charity, and Prudence, we ſhould make 
no other Uſe of our Neighbours Faults, than we do of 
a Looking-Glaſs, to mend our own. Manners by, and 
to {et Matters right at home. When we {ce a Hor: 
ſtart at a Shadow, what have we more to do, than to 


>... contemplate the Folly and Vanity of our own Surprizes 
and Miſtakes in a thouſand Inſtances of the fame Qua- 


lity ! For what are all the vexatious Tranſports of our 


Hopes and Fears, extravagant Wiſhes, and vain Deſires, 
but the Images of Things every whit as whimſical as 


the Viſion of the Shadow here in the Fable? 


FAB. 205. -FLATTERY unreſtrainable. 


ONG had the baſe and ſordid Vice of Flattery, 
| reign'd in the World with Impunity ;. till at laſt 
by a rigorous Decree of all the Gods, it was order'd to 
be puniſhed with Death, and Commiſſioners were named 
to ſce the Law put in Execution. Six Months had 
paſſed, and Flattery was as bold and buſy as ever, and 
yet not one Complaint againſt it. Spies and Informer; 
were hereupon ſet at Work, who at laſt brought an 
Author before the Court as a Delinquent, for having 
given to a certain great Courtier, Qualities to which he 
Was known to be utterly a Stranger; ſuch as Wit, Ho- 
nour, Virtue, and the like. The Priſoner conle!s', 
that he had indeed attributed thoſe Virtues to the Gen- 
tleman, and appealed to himſelf, whether he had wrong d 
him or not? The Courtier not only acquitted the Man, 
but reflected deſperately upon the ſcandalous Practice of 
the Court itſelf, in making that to be Flattery, Which, 
upon the whole Matter, was no other than Truth and 

uſtice. The Commiſſion was hereupon diſcharged ; 
for they found it utterly impracticable to puniſh a Fault 
which nobody would either acknowledge or complain 
Ol. 
955 MoR4L 
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Mo RAI. 


17 i; nothing but Self Love that provokes and incites Flat- 
tery: And the Diſpeſition of one Man to receive it, 


encourages another to give it. 
REFLECTION, ee 
It is a thing utterly impoſſible for human Wiſdom 
to form ſuch an Act of State, as ſhall reach the Wick- 
eAneſs of the Mind. As, who ſhall pretend to inflict 
any Puniſhment upon Flattery, Hypocriſy, and other 
Sins of the Heart, when there lies no Proof againſt 
them? One may be a very honeſt Man in the Eye of 
the Law, and yet a moſt abominable Wretch in the 
Sight of God, and of his own Conſcience. But ſtill it 
is worth while, to conſider how we may diſcounte- 


nance and prevent thoſe Evils, which the Law can take 


no Cognizance of. And to gain this Point, the Effect 
muſt be obviated in the Cauſe. Flattery can never cor- 
rupt any Man who does not flatter himſelf firſt; for it 


is a vain Opinion of ourſelves, that lays us open to be 


impos d upon by others. 


FAB. 206. 4 Dos and his MASTER. 


for barking indiſcriminately at every one, in the 
Night, that came within Hearing. Sir, ſays the Maſtiff, 


it is out of the Zeal [have for your Service; and yet 
tho' I bark at every one I hear, when you tell me 1 


ſhould only bark at an ill Man, I dare fay I bark right 
Nine times in Ten. 

Sas  Morar. 
7% Hiſtory of Cheats and Sharpers, truly written, would 

ve no other than the Hiſtory of human Nature. 

REFLECTION. | 

It goes to the Heart of a faithful Servant, when he 
has done his uttermoſt for his Maſter's Service, to fall 
under the ſcandalous Character of Officious, and Imper- 
tinent, for his Pains. The Cardinal's Rule to one of his 
Lacqueys, who had loſt his Coat, comes very wellto our 
preſent Purpoſe. The Boy faid, his Eminence told him 
they were ſo holy at Rome, that he thought there had 
been no Thieves there. Well, ſays the Cardinal, but 
hereafter, whenever you come into a ſtrange Place, you 
e take every Man you ſee for a Thief, provided that 

you 


Vigilant Dog was once taken to Task by his Maſter, 
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you call nobody ſo. The Dog went this way to wo": 
and did wiſely in it; for he that keeps himſelf upon h1;; 6, 
Guard, ſhall never be couzend. 2) 


FAB. 207. An Ass carrying an IMAG F. 


N Aſs carrying an Image in Proceſſion, the Prop 
A fell every- where down upon their Knees before 
him. This {illy Animal began to ere& hi Ears, 1:4 
look big, fancying that they worſhipp'd him all th; 
While; till one put him right, ſaying, Friend, you ate 
the very ſame Aſs with this Burden upon your Back.“ 
that you was before you took it up; and it is not the 
Brute they bow to, but the Image. 
MoRaL, | 
Some Perſons vainly attribute to themſelves, as their own 
Due, the Honours paid them on account of thoſe ihny 
ſerve or repreſent. 95 | 
 ReFLEcCTION. 
| The ſimple Vanity of this Aſs is a very pertinent 
Reproof to all ſuch Men in Office or Authority, as 
without Merit aſſume to themſelves that Regard which 
is paid to them on aacount of the Office only. Many 4 
Clergyman, we are ſorry to ſay it, has brought upon 
the ſacred Function, a good deal of Diſcredit, by thus 
attributing to his own Perſon, whether he deſerves it, 
or not, the Reverence paid to his Function; and by aim. 
ing at more than becomes him, has met with leſs than 
belongs to him, and has fallen into that Contempt 
Which will ever be the Lot of Pride and Arrogance. 


FAB. 208. A Dod and a Car. 


EVER were two Creatures better together, than 

a Dog and a Cat brought up in the fame House, 
from a Whelp and a Kitten; ſo kind, ſo gameſome and 
diverting, that it was half the Entertainment of the Fa- 
mily to ſee the Gamboles and Love-tricks that paſſed be- 
twixt them. Only it was obſerved, that ſtill at Meal- 
times, when any Scraps fell from the Table, or a Bone 
was thrown to them, they would be ſnarling and ſpit. 
ting at one another under the Table, like the worſt 0: 
Foes. V | 
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Mon A. | 
Self. Intereſt is the Bone that in ſome Degree or other ſetæ 
all Mortals together by the Ears. 
REFLECTION. IS 
Here is a perfect Emblem of the Practices and Friend- 
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fps of the World. We contract little Likings; enter 


into agreeable Converſations, and paſs away the Time ſo 
merrily and kindly together, that one would think it 
impoſſible for any thing under the Sun to break the 
Intereſt; and yet upon the throwing in any croſs Inter- 
eſt among us, Which is all one with the Bone under 
the Table; nay, upon a jealous Thought, or a miſtaken 
Word or Look, all former Bonds are cancelPd, the League 
broken, and the Farce concludes in biting and ſcratching 
one another's Eyes out. The ſame Figure will ſerve for 
Princes and States, publick Perſons and private, marry'd 


and lingle; People, in fine, of all Profeſſions and Pre- 


LCNCCSs 


FAB. 209. A MASTIFF and an Ass. 

A Huge Bear-Dog, and an Aſs laden with Bread, were 

upon a long Journey together: They were both 

very nungry, and while the Aſs was grazing upon Thiſtles 
by the Way-ſide, the Dog deſir'd ſome of the Bread which 
he carry'd, The AG made Anſwer, that what he carry'd 

Was another's, and not his, and he had no Power to diſ- 

pole of any of it. While this paſs'd, up comes a Wolf 

toward them. The Aſs fell a trembling, and told the 

Dog, he hop'd he would ſtand by him, it the Wolf ſhould 

it upon him. No, ſays the Dog, they that will eat 

alone, ſhall even fight alone too, for me; and ſo he left his 

Fclov-Traveller at the Mercy of the Wolf. 85 

„ Mok AL. 

50 Self Defence and Preſervation is the main End of Society, 
yet we ought not to purchaſe our own Safety or Conve- 
mence, with the Goods that do not belong to us. 

| REFLECTION, 
The Dog in the Fable acts here the Part of a ſelfiſh 

Man, who will accompany any Aſs, for the Hope of 

Inring in hisBread-Panniers. But when he finds he cannot 

l:Tye himſelf in his ſordid Views, with a ſcornful Sneer, 

he gives up all his pretended Friendſhip. The Aſs was 


a honeſt Creature in this Inſtince, who being intruſted 


with 
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him. She call'd and pray'd, and pray'd and call'd, til 
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with a Load of Bread, contented himſelf, tho' as hun— 
gry as the Dog, to feed upon Thiſtles by the Way-1i2«, 
rather than betray his Truſt. He would not purchaſe 
the Friendſhip of the Dog upon ſuch Terms; and when 
he ſaw his Danger, and the Dog upon the Point of 
leaving him to the Mercy of the Wolf, he nevertheless 
held faſt his Integrity, and offer'd not, tho” for his own 


Safety, to bribe the ſordid Dog with what he himſelt 
had no Right to. 


Fas. 210. A WoMAN and DE Ar H. 


Good Woman was put out of her Wits in a man- 
ner, for fear of loſing her Husband. The 9001 
Man was fick and given over, and nothing would {rye 
the Turn, but Death muſt needs take her inſtead 0: 


at laſt Death preſented himſelf in a horrible Shape ar 

her Elbow. She very civilly dropt him a Curt'ſy: And 

Pray, Sir, ſays ſhe, Do not miſtake your ſelf ; for the Perſs 

that you come for, lies in the Bed there. 

 Moxar. 

Is a common Thing to talk of dying for à Friend; bu: 
when it comes to the Puſh once, tis mere Talk ; and Sei 
becomes ſo predominant, that we ſcruple not to mak: toe 
moſt valuable Sacrifices, rather than go ourſelves, / we 
could help it. | 

| REFLECTION. 
Charity, ſays the Proverb, begins at Home, and wen 


all is done, no Man loves a Friend ſo well, but he loves 


himſelf better. There are no People more ſtartled a. 
Death, than thoſe that have gotten a Cuſtom ot £2.ng 


for it. Oh that Death would deliver me! ſays one. 00 


that Death would take me in the Place of my dear Hul, 
band ! fays another; but when Death comes to preſent 
himſelf indeed, and to take them at their Words, the 
good Wife very civilly. puts the Change upon him, and 
tells him, that the Perſon he comes for, lies in the Bed 
there. So the old Man, weary of his Life, when Death 
came at his Call, only wanted to be help'd up with hi 
Bundle of Sticks. In few Words, to. call for Death 
in Jeſt, is vain and fooliſh: To call for it in earneſt, 


is impious: And to call for it at all, is both ridiculous 


and ncedleſs; for Death will moſt certainly come at his 
1 VVV appointed 
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appointed Time, whether he be call'd or no; and that 
generally before he is welcome. 


FAB. 211. 4 WOLF and a SICK Ass. 


Wolf made a Viſit to an Aſs, that lay ill of a violent 
Fever. He felt his Pulſe very gingerly; And 
pray, my good Friend, ſays he, whereabouts is your 
greateſt Pain? Oh, gently, {ys the Aſs, for it pricks 
me juſt there ſtill Where you lay your Finger! 
MORAL: © 
The Charity of Death-bed Viſits, from many Perſons, i; 
much at a Rate with that of à Carrion-crow to & 
Sheep; they ſmell a Carcaſs. 
| REFLECTION. 
Sick Biſhops or benefic'd Clergymen, fick Office-hold- 
ers, ſick Poſſeſſors of Eſtates, ſick Commiſſioners, r. 


have many ſuch Inquirers after their State of Health, as 


the Wolf in the Fable: And, with the poor dying AG, 
the afflicted Valetudinarian cannot but find ſuch Compli- 


ments an Aggravation of his Malady; as he well knows, - 


that his Recovery would be the moſt unacceptable Piece 
of News that could happen to thoſe gaping Expectants. 
His natural Deſires of Lite muſt therefore be augment- 
ed by the Hopes of diſappointing thoſe wolfiſh Inqui- 
rers after his Health. | 


FAB. 212. The DiscoNTENTED Ass. 


A N Aſs in a hard Winter wiſh'd for a little warm 

Weather, and a Mouthful of freſh Graſs to knap 
upon, in Exchange for a heartleſs Truſs of Straw, and 
acold Lodging. In good Time, the warm Weather, and 
the freſh Graſs come on; but fo much Toil and Buſineſs 
along with it, that the Aſs grows quickly as ſick of 
the Spring, as he was of the Winter. He next longs 


for Summer; and when that comes, finds his Toils and 


Drudgery greater than in the Spring; and then he fanſies 
he ſhall never be well *cill Autumn comes: But there 
again, what with carrying Apples, Grapes, Fewel, Win- 
ter-Provifions, and ſuch-like, he finds himſelf in a 
greater Hurry than ever. In fine, when he has trod the 
Circle of the Vear in a Courſe of reſtleſs Labour, his 
laſt Prayer is for Winter again; and that he may but 
take up his Reſt where he began his Complaint, 


MORAL, 


— 
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Mo RAL. 


The Life of an unſteady Man runs away in a Courſe of vai 


Wiſhes, and unprofitable Diſcontent : An unſettled Mind 

can never be at Reſt, There is no Seaſon without its 

Buſineſs. | 

|  RerrecrtioNn. | 

There is no Meaſure to be taken of an unſteady Mind; 
but ſtill *tis either too much or too little, too ſoon ot 
too late. The Love of Novelty begets and increaſc; 
the Love of Novelty; and the oftener we change, the 
more dangerous and troubleſome do we find this Itch 
of Variety to be. The Aſs was ſick of the Winter; 
ſicker yet of the Spring; more ſick ſtil] of the Sum- 
mer; and ſickeſt of all of the Autumn; till he is brought, 
in the End, to compound for his firſt Condition again, 
and ſo take up with that for his Satisfaction, which he 


reckon'd upon before for his Misfortune. 


This it is, when fickle and fooliſh People will be 
preſcribing to, and refining upon the wiſe and gracious 


Appointments of the Maker of the World. They know 


not what they are, and they know not what they would 


e, any farther, than that they would not be what th: 


are, Let their preſent State in the World be whar it 
will, there is ſtill ſomething or other in it that makes 
their Lives weariſome: And they are as peeviſh Con- 
pany to themſelves too, as they are to their Friends and 


| Neighbours; for there is not one Circumſtance in Na- 


ture, but they ſhall find Matters to pick a Quarrel at: 
The preſent is only the Courſe of ſo many Moments in- 
to Time zo come: Were it not better then for People 
at firſt to {it down contentedly in the Poſt where Pro- 


vidence has plac'd them, and 7o do their Duty in that 
State of Life, as they are early and excellently taught, 


to which it has pleaſed God to call them, than be forc'd 
to do it at laſt, by the dear-bought Experience of their 
Follies? | 

This, however, we ſay, not to bar honeſt Induſtry, 
or a ſober Application to thoſe Studies or Means, that 
may probably contribute to the mending of a Mins 
Fortune; provided that he ſet up his Reſolution betorc- 
hand, not to let himſelf down below the Dignity of 3 
wiſe Man, be the Iſſue of his Endeavours what it wil. 
For he that is not content at preſent, carries the ſame 
ee Pe ganas {= Weaknb 
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Weakneſs along with him to the next Remove; and 
whoever either paſſionately covets any thing that he 
bas not, or feels himſelf glutted with a Satiety of what 
he poſſeſſes, has already loſt his Hold : So that, if we 
would be happy, we muſt fix upon ſome Foundation 
that can never deceive us, and govern ourſelves by the 
Meaſures of Sobriety and Juſtice. All the reſt is but the 
Aſs's Circulation of more and more Anxiety and 
Trouble. | | 


Fas. 213. A BoaR aud à Fox. 


\ Sa Boar was whetting his Teeth againſt a Tree, 
up comes a Fox to him. Pray, what do you 

mean by that? fays he. I do it, ſays the Boar, to be in 
Readineſs in caſe of an Attack by an Enemy. But, re- 
plies the Fox, I ſee no Occaſion for it; for there is no 
Enemy near you. Well, ſays the Boar, but I ſee Occa- 
fion for it; for when I come once to be ſet upon,*rwill 


be too late for me to be whetting when I fhouid be 


fighting. 


FAB. 214. A Woll and PORCUPINE. 


Wolf had a Mind to be dealing with a Porcu- 
| pine, if he could but get him diſarm'd firſt of his 
Pricsles or Quills, which he can dart at his Enemy; and 
ſo he told the Porcupine, That it did not look well for 
People, in a Time of Peace, to go arm'd, as if they 
were in a State of War. Lay therefore, ſays he, your 
Briftles aſide; for you may take them up at Pleaſure. 
Do you talk of a State of War, ſays the Porcupine? 

Why, that's my preſent Caſe, and the very Reaſon why 

I ſhould ftand to my Arms; for am I not in the Com- 

pany of a Wolf? | 

| MoRrar. of the Two Fables. 

No Man, or State can be ſafe in Peace, that is not always 
upon Guard, and in Readineſs to encounter an Enemy in 
caſe of War. 

REFLECTION. 


'Tis a Piece of good Counſel, in all the Affairs of 


human Life, to take care of ſecuring ourſelves, that we 


may not be either betray'd or ſurpriz'd, eſpecially by 


the Wolves and Foxes of the World. All the Duties of 
Government and Society, nay, all Offices, civil and 
Eg —— » 
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religious, where Prudence, Conſcience, or common 
Faith are concern'd, have their proper Seaſons. Ti; 
too late to hinder Miſchief, when the Opportunity i; 
once paſt; and therefore the timing of Things is a main 
Point in the Diſpatch of all Affairs. There can be ng 
ſafe or ſure Peace, where People are not always in 
Readineſs for War; for the common Well-being ot Man. 
Kind does not ſo much depend upon the Faith of Men, 
and of Governments, as upon the temporary and con- 
tingent Occaſions of breaking the Peace with Advan- 
tage. Tis not publick Juſtice alone, that can uphold 1 
Government, without the Aid of Policy and Coun(c, 
Men do naturally indulge thoſe Opinions and Practices, 
that favour their Pretenſions; and it is too much to 
ſuperadd powerful Temptations to do wrong, to the 
Force of vicious Inclinations to do it. The Boar's 
whetting his Teeth, was only an Act of neceſſary Pre. 
caution, for fear of the worſt: And the Porcupine did 
wiſely too, in keeping himſelf upon his Guard, when 
the Enemy was in view. 


FAB. 215. IMPERTINENT and PHILOSOPHER. 
Certain pragmatical, gay, fluttering Coxcomb, 


would needs make a Vilit to a Philoſophcr. He 


tound him alone in his Study, and fell a wondering how 

he could endure to lead ſo ſolitary a Life. Sir, tays the 

Philoſopher, you are exceedingly miſtaken; for I Was 
in very good Company till you came in. 

| Mo RAI. | | 

hat the noiſy and moſt numerous Part of the World cali: 

good Company, is generally the moſt irkſome and in 

thing in the World to a wiſe Man; a mere Round of Fol 

and Impertinence, and void of any kind of Inſtruction or 

Benefit to a l Mind. How preferable to fuch a 

Man muft it be to converſe with the learned Dead, da- 

ther than the unedifying and noi Living? 

REFLECTION. 

It is one of the moſt vexatious Mortification*, per- 
haps, of a ſober and ſtudious Man's Life, to have his 
Thoughts diſorder'd, and the Chain of his Reaſon dif- 
com pos d, by the Importunity of a tedious and 1mper- 
tinent Viſit : Eſpecially if it be from a Fool of Qualty, 


where the Station of the Man entitles him to al Re: 
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I warns of good Manners and Reſpect The Drift of this 


Fable is to tell us, that good Books and good Thoughts 


| are the beſt Company, and that they are miitaken, who 
think a wiſe Man can ever be alone. It prepares us 


alſo to expect Interruptions and Diſappointments, and 


to provide for 'em; but withal to take the beſt Care 


we can to prevent the Plague of ill Company, by avoid- 


ing the Occaſions of it. The Linking of a Man of 


Brains 2nd Honeſty with a lewd, inſipid Companion, is 
effectually the Emblem of that Tyrant, who bound the 


| Living and the Dead together; and yet this is it which 
| the Impertinent takes for the Relief of Solitude, and 
that he calls Company. | 


FAB. 216. The SPLENETICK TRAVELLER. 


Splenetick and a facctious Man were once upon 
a Journey: The former went flugging on with a 
tuouiand Cares and Troubles in his Head, exclaiming 


| over and over, Lord, What ſhall I do to live? The other 
jogg d merrily away, and left his Matters to Providence 
and good Fortune. Well, Brother, ſays the {orrowtul 


Wight, How can you be ſo frolick now? As I am a 
Sinner, my Heart's e'en ready to break for fear I mould 
want Bread. Come, come, ſays the other, Fall Back, Fall 
Edge, I have fixed my Reſolution, and my Mind's at 
Reſt. Ay, but for all that, ſays the other, I have known 
the Confidence of as reſolute People as yourſelf, has 
deceiv'd them in the Concluſion; and ſo the poor Man 
fell into another Fit of Doubting and Muſing, till he 
ſtarted out of it all on a ſudden: Good Sirs! ſays he, What 
it I ſhould fall blind? And fo he Walk 'd a good Way be- 
tore his Companion with his Eyes ſhut, to try how 
im would be, if that Misfortune ſhould befal him. in 
this Interim, his Fellow-Traveller, who follow'd him, 
tound a Purſe of Money upon the Way, which reward- 
ed his Truſt in Providence; whereas the other miſs'd 
that Encounter as a Puniſhment of his Diſtruſt; for the 
Purſe had been his, as he went firſt, if he had not put 
himſelf out of Condition of ſceing its 
MO RAL. 

He that commits himſelf to Providence. is ſure of a Friena 
in time of Need; while an anxious iſtruſt of the 
vine Goodneſs makes a Man more and mere unworthy 


of 
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of it; and miſerable beforehand, for fear of being IC 
Afterward, | 
5 REFLECTION. 

The two. oppoſite Humours ot a chearful Truſt in 
Providence, and a ſuſpicious Diffidence of it, with the 
ordinary Effects and Conſequences of the one and the 
other, are very well ſet forth here for our Inſtructor 
and Comfort. The divine Goodneſs never fails thoſ 
that depend upon it, provided that, according to the 
Advice of Hercules to the Carter, they put their own 
Shoulders to the Work. | | 

The moſt wretched Sort of People under the Sun, 
are your Dreamers upon Events, your low-ſpirited Fore- 
boders, Suppoſers, and Putters of Caſes: They are ſti! 
caſculating within themſelves, What if this or that Ca— 
lamity, judgment, or Diſaſter, ſhould befal them? And 
ſo they really ſuffer the Evils they dread moſt. It is very 
certain, that what we- fear, we feel; beſide that, Fancy 
breeds Miſery as naturally as it does the Small-Pox. Sct 

a whimſical Head once agog upon Sprights and Gob- 

lins, and he will be ready to ſquirt his Wits at his own 

Shadow. There is no turer Remedy for this ſuperſti- 

tious and deſponding Weakneſs, than firſt to govern 

our {elves by the beſt Improvement of that Reaton 
which Providence has given us for a Guide; and then, 
when we have done our own Parts, to commit all 
chearfully, for the reſt, to the good Pleaſure of Heaven, 
with Truſt and Reſignation. Why ſhould not I as Wel 
comfort myſelf with the Hope of what may be, 4s 
torment mylelt with the Fear of it? He that diſtrults 

God's Providence, does effectually put himſelf out of 

his Protection. | 


Fak. 21 7. Undutiful young LION. 


Mong other good Counſels that an old experiencd 
A Lion gave to his Whelp, this was one, That he 
1 04id never contend with a Man: For, ſays he, if ever 
you do, you'll be worited. The little Lion gave his 
Father the hearing, and kept the Advice in his Thought, 
tut it never went near his Heart, When he came to 
be grown up aiterward, and in the Flower ot his 
Strength and Vigour, about he ranges to look for 1 


0 5 * ˖ 10 | r th 2 
Man do grapple with. In his Ramble he me ws 
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Yoke of Oxen, and then with a Horſe, ſddled and bri- 
dled, and ſeverally asked them if they were Men; but 
they ſaying they were not, he goes after this, to one 
that was cleaving of Blocks; D'ye hear? ſays the Lion, 
you ſeem to be a Men. And a Man I am, fays the 
Fellow. That's well, quoth the Lion, and dare you 
fight with me? Yes, be the Man, I dare: Why, I 
can tear all theſe Blocks to pieces, you ſee. Put your 
Feet now into this Gap, where you ſee an Iron Thing 
there, and try what you can do. The Lion preſently 
put his Paws into the Gaping of the Wood, and with. 

one luſty Pluck, made it give way, and out drops the 

Wedge; the Wood immediately cloſing upon it, there 
was the Lion caught by the Toes. The Wood- Man 
preſently upon this, raiſes the Country, and the Lion 

finding what a Streight he was in, gave one hearty 
Twitch, and got his Feet out of the Trap, but left 
his Claws behind him. So away he goes back to his 
Father, all lame and bloody, with this Confeſſion in his 
Mouth; Alas! my dear Father, ſays he, this had never 
been, if I had follow'd your Advice. 

| MoraL. 

The Vengeance of Heaven, ſooner or later, treads upon the 

Heels of wilful Diſobedience to Parents. | 

| REFLECTION. 

Children are not to reaſon upon Obedience to Parents, 
provided there be nothing in the Command, or in the 
Impoſition, that is {ſimply evil; for headſtrong and un- 
dutiful Children ſeldom eſcape a remarkable Puniſhment, 
which gives them Reaſon to fiy to their Parents, This 
ad never been, if I had follow'd your Advice. 


Fan. 218. JUPITER and a FARMER. 


A Farmer ſupplicated Jupiter, that he might have 
the ordering of the Air and the Seaſons in his 
own Grounds as he thought fit. Jupiter, to puniſh him 
tor his Prefurrprion, granted his Requeſt; and he had 
Heat and Cold, Calms and Winds, Wer and Dry, as he 
pieagd: But he order'd the Matter £ ill, having ſome- 
times too little, and ſometimes too much of the one 
Sort or other, that hadly any thing proſpe d wich 
him, and he had ten times wo. ſe Crops than his Nei h- 
bours, tho he took ten tim-s the Pains that the) did; 

* 10 
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ſo that at laſt he was quite tir'd out with changing his 
S:aſons, and watching the Effects thercof Night and 
Day, and petition'd Fupiter to relieve him flom his 
Cares, and to take back again the Conduct of the Sca- 
ſons into his own Hands. 
Monrar. 8 

Me ought to make it a Petition, that, in many Caſes, Hea- 
ven would be ſo gracious to us, as not to bear our 

Prayers; for we are otherwiſe in Danger to be undone Ly 

our own Wiſhes, 

| REFLECTION. 

There mult be no preſcribing of Rules to the divine 
Wiſdom. What a Confuſion would it bring upon Man- 
kind, if all thoſe People who are unſatisfied with the 
Motions, Revolutions, and Influences of the cecleſtial 
Orbs, the Courſe of the Seaſons, and the providential 
Diſtribution of Heats and Colds, Rain, Froſts, and Sun- 
ſhine, might be allowed to take the Government into 
their own Hands! Our Duty 1s to confine our Wiſhes 
and Deſires to the Will of Providence, who knows belt 
what is firzeſt for us; and who would frequently puniſh 
ps molt, if it granted us what we pray'd for. 


FAB. 219. Joy and SORROW. 


OY and Sorrow, two Twin-Siſters, once quarreld 
vehemently who ſhould have the Preference; and 
being unable to decide the Matter, left it to Minos 

to determine. He try'd ali Means to make them agree, 

and go hand in hand together, as loving Siſters ought, 
but finding his Counſel had no Effect upon them, he 

decreed, that they ſhould be link'd together in 4 

Chain; and each of them in turn ſhould be perpetually 

treading upun the Heel of the other; and not a Pin 

Matter then, ſays he, which goes foremoſt. 

MoRraL. 

No Man is to preſume in proſperity, or to deſpair in Ad 
wer/ity; for good and ill Fortune do as naturally ſucceed 
one another, as Day and Night. 

REFLECTION. | 

It is the Lot of Mankind to be happy and miſerable 

by turns. The Wiſdom of Providence will have it to, 

and it is exceedingly for our Advantage that fo it ſhould 


c. There is nothing pure and unmix'd under thc 
Heavens; 
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Heavene; and if there were, ſuch an abſtracted Simpli— 
eity would be neither nouriſhing nor profitable to us, 
By the Mediation of this Mixture, we have the Com- 
fort of Hope to ſupport us in our Diſtrefles, and the 
Apprehenlions of a Change, to keep a Check upon us 
in the very Pride of our Greatneſs: So that by this 
Viciſſitude of Good and Evil, we are kept ſteady in our 
Philoſophy, and in our Religion. The one minds us 
of God's Omnipotence and Juſtice; the other, of his 
Goodneſs and Mercy: The one tells us, there is no truſt- 
ing to our own Strength; the other preaches Faith and 


Reſignation in the Proſpect of an over-ruiing Provi- 


dence that takes Care of us. What is it but Sickneſs 
that gives us a Taſte of Health? Bondage, the Relith 
of Liberty? And what but the Experience of Want, 
that enhances the Value of Plenty? That which we 
call Eaſe, is only an Indolency, or a Freedom from Pain 
and there is no ſuch thing as Felicity or Miſery, but by 
Compariſon. *Tis very true, that Hopes and Fears are 


the Snares of Life in ſome reſpects, but they are the 
Reliefs of it in others. Now for fear of the Worſt, 
however, on either hand, every Man has it in his 


Power, by the Force of natural Reaſon, to avoid the 
Danger of falling either into Preſumption or Deſpair. 


FAB. 220. A CoUuNTRYMAN and Ass. 


S a Countryman, in a Time of War, was grazing 
his Aſs in a Meadow, comes a hot Alarm, that 
tne Enemy was juſt at hand. The Man calls preſently 
to his Aſs, in a terrible Fright, to ſcoure away as faſt 
as he could: For, ſays he, we ſhall be zaken elle. Well, 
quoth the Aſs, and what if we ſhould be taten? I can 
but be a Slave where-ever I am: ſo that, tagen or not 
taken, tis all a Caſe to me. | 
| | Most. 
Men in a Fright, or alarm'd with the Apprehenſſons of ſome 
imminent Danger to themſelves, often fly for Succour to 
thoſe from whom they have not deſerved any. *Tis pru- 
dent ſo to behave in our Proſperity, as that we may make 
every one our Friend in Times of Adverſiry : For no one 
i exempted from the Mutability of Fortune. 
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9 REFLECTION. | 
This Fable may ſerve to fhew us, that People in 1 


State of Scrvitude or Oppreſſion, have little Encourage- 


ment to exert themſelves either in Favour or Defence 
of their Oppreſſors in Times of Danger. One wou'd 
therefore think, that good Policy and Self-Intereſt ſhould 
induce all Governors to ſtudy to make themſe. ves be- 
loved by their Subjects rather than hated ; for when a 
People find their Condition ſo bad, that it cannot well 
be worſe, they will think it an Experiment worth try- 


ing, whether the Yoke of another Governor will not 


bt lighter on their Shoulders, than that which has galled 
their Necks for a Scries of Years. Let the Matter fall 
out as it will, as they are already Slaves, they can be no 
worle, let who will be their aſter. 


FAB. 221. SEAMEN praying 70 SAINTS. 
N a terrible Tempeſt at Sea, one Seaman took notice 
that the reſt of his Fellows were praying ſeverally 
to ſo many Saints. Have a care, my Maſter , ſays he, 
wiet you do; for what if we ſhould all be crown 
now before the Mefltnger can deliver his Errand? Woud 

* not be better without going fo far about, to pray to 

him that Can ave us without Help? 

| MORAL. :- 

A wiſe Man will take the neareſt and ſureſt Way to obtain 
his End, and commit no Buſineſs of Importance to 4 
Proxy, where he may do it himſelf. 

REFLECTION. 

What needs any Man make his Court to the Servant, 
ſays Sir Roger Leſirange, when his Acceſs is open to the 
Maſter? And eſpecially when that Maſter is as ready to 
give, as the Pecitioner to ask? 

With regard to ſecular Matters, we are told a pleaſant 
Srory of one of our Princes, King Charles II. He had 
oiten obſerv'd a Country Gentleman attending to ſpeak 
with one of his firſt Miniſters; and once patling thro' 
the Apartment where the Gentleman happened to be 
alone, he asked him his Bulineſs. He told him, That he 
was attending for his Miniſter, as he had often done, for 


ſuch a Poſt in his Majeſty's Gift. The King asked him, 
What he was to give for it to the Miniſter. He faid, 


100 “. The King humorouſly told him, he en 
| ave 
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have it, and bid him give him 500 l. and keep rother 
500 J. himſelf; and if he or his Friends wanted any 
more ſuch Bargains, he might apply to himſelf direct.y, 
and be ſerv'd at half Price. 


FAB. 222. IMPRACTICABLE LEAGUE. 
T*j1E Beaſts enter'd into a League with the F. ſheg, 
againſt the Birds. The War was declar'd; but 
the Fiſhes, inſtead of their Quota, ſend their Excu.e, 

That they were not able to march by Land. 
| Mon AL. 

There is no contracting of Alliances with thoſe who are 
out of Poſſibility of aſſifling in a Time of Need. id 
thoſe Contracts are void in themſelves, that pretend to 
obiige us againſt Nature. | 

| REFLECTION. | 
In all Contracts, whether of publick Alliance, .and 

Commerce, or particular Friendſhip, there mult a Re- 

gard be had to reciprocal Aid and Aſliſtance, in caje 

of any Diſtreſs; fo that all the Circumitances of Ability, 

Diſpoſition, Situation, Intereſt, . muſt be taken into 

Thought, and rightly underſtood, before the Bargiin be 

firuck. We have ſcen an Inſtance ſomething like this 

in our Time: The Rvfians engage to aſſiſt the Emperor 
with 20000 Men againſt their common Enemy the 

Turks: The Kingdom. of Poland, a Neuter in the War, 


lies between the two high Contractors, and the Jes 


refule the Ruſſians a Paſſige thro' their Territories to 
join the Emperor. Should not this have been thought 
of and provided againſt before the Emperor engaged in 
that War at the Inſtigation of Ry/ia ? 


FAB. 223. AGE 10 be Honour dl. 
Pert and inconſiderate young Man happen d to 


meet an old Man, whole Age and Infir mity had 


brought his Body almoſt to the Shape of a bent Bow. 

Pray, Father, ſays he, will you ſell your Bow ? Save your 

Money, you Fool, ſays the other; for when you come to 

my Years, you ſhail have ſuch a Bow for nothing. 
MoRAL. 

There cannot be a greater Folly and Impertinence, than 


that of young Men ſcoffng at the Infirmities of Age, 


4 which 
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which cannot be avoided but by dying young; and ſuch 

may be ſaid, not to deſerve to live to long Liſe, 

| REFLECTION. 

We are all born to dic, and it is every jot as certain 
that we ſhall go out of the World, as that we are already 
come into it; we are helpleſs in Infancy, ungovernebie 
in Youth; our Strength and Vigour {carce outlait à 
Morn'ng Sun; our Infirmities haſten upon us as our 
Years advance, and we grow as helpleſs in our old Age 
as in our Infancy: What then have the beſt of us to 
boaſt of? Even Time and human Frailty alone, will 
bring us to our End without the Help of any Accidents 
or Diſtempers; ſo that our Decays are às much the 
Works of Nature, as the firſt Principles of our Being; 
and the young Man's Conceit of the crooked Bow here, 
is no better than an irreverent Way of making Sport 
with the Courſe of Providence: Beſide ſhewing the Folly 
of ſcoffing at that in another, which he himſelf was 
ſure to come to at laſt, or worſe. 


FAB. 224. 4 BEAR and BEEs. 


Bear was ſo enrag'd at the Stinging of a Bee, that 

he ran like mad into the Bee-Garden, and over- 
turn'd all the Hives in Revenge. This Outrage brought 
them out in Troops upon him; and when he was almoſt 
ſtung to Death, he came to bethink himſelf, how much 
more adviſable it had been to paſs over one Injury, 
than by an unprofitable Paſſion to provoke a Thou- 
ſand. 

MoRAL. 

It is better to paſs over an Affront from one Sconnarel, 
than to draw the whole Herd of the Mobile about 4 
Man's Ears. 

REFLECTION. | 
We are to learn from hence, the Folly of an impotent 
and inconſiderate Anger; and that there is no Creature 
ſo contemptible, but by the Help of Reſolution, 2nd of 

Numbers, it may gain its Point. The Heat and Thirſk 

of Revenge does but hurry People from leſs Miſchiets 

to greater; as one haſty Word or Blow brings on 4 

Thouſand. There is no oppoling the Torrent of 2 

head-ſtrong Multitude; for Rage and Deſpair give 

Courage to the moſt inconſiderable and the moſt 2 5 
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ful of Creatures. Had it not been better for the Bear 
to have paſſed over the Affront of one ſpiteful Bee, than 
to provoke and draw upon himſelf the Outrage of a 
Thouſand ? | 


F AB. 225, HUNTSMAN and CURRIER. 


Huntſman told a Currier, That he ſhould go out 
| next Day and kill a Bear, and he would ſell him 
tae Skin, The Currier agreed to pay him his Price, 
and went out next Day with rhe Huntſman to the 
Chace; and mounted a Tree, where he might fee the 
Sport. The Huntſman advanc'd very bravely up to the 
Den where the Bear lay, and threw in his Dogs upon 
him. He ruſtled out immediately, and the Man miſſing 
his Aim, the Bear overturn'd him. So the Fellow held 
his Breath, and lay Stone ſtill, as if he were dead. The 
Bear ſnuffled, and {melt to him, and took him for a 
Carcaſs, and fo left him. When the Bear was gone, 
and the Danger over, down comes the Currier from the 
Tree, and bad the Huntſman riſe. Hark ye, my Friend, 
ſiys the Currier, the Bear whiſper'd ſomewhat in your 
Ear: What was it, I pr'ythee? Oh, ſays the Hunriman, 
he bad me have a Care for the future, to make ſure of 
the Bear, before I ſell his Skin. 5 

| MoRrat. 

Let no Man undertake for what is out of his Power; for 
there is no depending upon Uncertainties, or upon what 
a To-morrow may bring forth. | | 

REFLECTION. | 

In the Days of Stock-jobbing many ſuch a Bargain 

as this has been ſtruck, and it is from this Fable pro- 
bably, that ſuch were called Bears and Bulls. 

To make a ſerious Application of this Apologue, we 


may obſerve, with Sir Roger Leſtrange, That it is much 


at this rate that we wretched Mortals make all our 


Bargains: We give our Time, Study, Intereſt, and Li- 
berty, and, in ſhort, part with all that is precious, not 


only upon Uncertainties, but for Things we can never 


obtain: And have only this cruel Reflection left us, 


When *tis too late, That we ought to have built our 
Hopes and Expectations on a more ſolid and durable 
Foundation. 
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FAB. 226. No Plea fing Every body. 
A N old Man and a little Boy were driving an A: 
2 before them to the next Market to fell. Why, have 
you no more Wit, ſays one to the Man upon the Way, 
than you and your Son to trudge it a-foot, and let the 
Als go light? So the Man ſet the Boy upon the Aſ;, 
and tooted it himſelf. Why, Sirrah, ſays another after 
this, to the Boy, You lazy Rogue you, muſt you ride, 
and let your antient Father go a- foot? The Man, upon 
this, took down his Boy, and got up himſelf. D'ye tee, 
ys a third, how the lazy old Knave rides himſcit, and 
the poor little Child has much ado to creep after him! 
The Father, upon this, took up his Son behind him, 
The next they met, ask'd the old Man, whether the 
Ais were his own or no? He ſaid, Yes. Troth there's 
hte Sign oof it, lays the other, by your loading him thus, 
Well, ſays the Fellow to himſelf, What am I to do now? 
For I am laugh'd at, if either the Aſs be light, or if 
one of us rides, or both; and ſo, in the Concluſion, he 
bound the Aſs's Legs together with a Cord, and they 
try'd to carry him to Market with a Pole upon their 
Shoulders betwiat them. This was Sport to every 
Body that ſaw it, inſomuch that the old Fellow in great 
Wrath threw down the Aſs into a River, and fo went 
his Way home again. The good Min, in fine, was 


willing to pleaſe Every-body, but had the ill Fortune 


to pieaſe Nobody, and loſt his Aſs into the Bargain. 
| MALL 
He that reſolves not to go to Bed till all the World is plens'd, 
hall be troubled with the Head-ach. 
REFLECTION. 

No Man can be either happy or ſecure, that govern: 
himſelf by the Humour and Opinion of others. It is a 
Thing utterly impoſſible to pleaſe All: And none but 
a mad Man will endeavour it. What then has a wile 
Min to do in this Caſe, but to diſtinguiſh what is right 
and fit, and then act up to the Dictates of a good Con- 
{cience, and not value what the World ſays of him or 
his Actions? It is true, a prudent Man ſhould, if he 
can fairly and heneftly, endeavour to gain every: bod)“ 
good Word; and ought to avoid making himſelf Ene, 


mics, or to give juſt Grounds to the buſy . of 
2 n others: 
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others: But, after all, as it is impoſlible to pleaſe every 
one, he muſt judge for himſelf; tor it is by his own 
Actions, and his own judgment, that he mutt ſtand or 
fall, We have given the above Fable, in the very Words 
of Sir Roger, becauſe 'tis fo well penn'd, that it cannot 
be either mended or abridg'd, tho' we have taken {ome 
Liberty in the Reflection upon it; and, we preſume to 
think, not for the worſe. | | 


FAB. 227. JUPITER's Tuo Wallets. 


1 HEN Jupiter firſt made Man, he gave him Two 


Satchels, one for his Neighbour's Faults, wich 
he directed ſhould be thrown behind him; the other 
for his ovin, which he order'd him to carry always 
in View before him. But the new-made Man per— 
verſely inverted the Direction; for he threw his own 
behind, and carry'd his Neighbour's before him; and 0 
became quick-{ighted to his Neighbour's Fa.lings, and 
biind to his own. - 
Mora. Ts 
Every Man living is partial in his own Caſe; but it i; 
the Humour of Mankind to have our Neighbour's Fault, 
always in our Eye, and to caft our own over our Shouid- 
ers, out of Sight, 
1 REFLECTION. 

We are here admoniſh'd of a double Fault; want ot 
Charity and Juſtice towards others, and want of a 
Chriſtian Scrutiny and Examination into ourſelves: So 
that here is the Sin of Detraction in making other 
People worſe than they are, and the Sin of Pride and 
Hypocriſy, in boaſting our ſelves to be better. : 

We live like Spendthritts, that know themſelves to 
be defperarely in Debt, and dare not look into thr 
Accounts to ſee how the Reckoning ſtan.is. Nay, ts 
the Caſe of too many of us, that we keep no Books 
neither; or at the beſt, do not know-where to find them. 
Self-Love is ſtill attended with a Contem pt of others, 
and a common Miſtake of Matters at Home as well 
as: Abroad; for we keep Regiſters of our Neighbours 
Faults, and none of their good Deeds; and no Me- 
morials all this while of what we do amiſs ou: ſelves. 
am not as this Publican, is the very Top of our Kigh- 
teouſneſs. 


FS r 


1 * 
17 
1 
e | 
q © #8 
6s 
yp: : 
- 
228 
7 
8 
, 
{ 
l ' 
. 
17 
1 


130 As Ops FABIL Es. 


Thus goes the World, and a lewd Practice it is, fer 
one Man to value himſelf upon the Wickedneſs of an- 
other: But the worſt of all is yet behind; that is to ſay, 
to think ourſelves ſafe, ſo long as we keep our Ini- 
quities from the Knowledge of Men, and out of our 
own View and Memory, without any Awe of that Juſ: 
tice which never ſleeps, and of that All-ſceing Eye and 
Wiſdom which obſerves all our Miſ-doings, and from 
which nothing can be hid. 


FAB. 228. A MrazcnanTt and MARINER. 


Merchant at Sca ask'd the Shipk Maſter, What 
Death his Father dy'd? He told him, that his Fa- 
tner, his Grandfather, and his Great Grandfather were 
all drown'd. Well, ſays the Merchant, and are not you 
yourſeif afraid of being drown'd too? Pray, fays the 
Skipper, What Death did Your Father, Grandfather, and 
Great Grandfather die? Why they dy'd all in their 
Beds, ſays the Merchant. Very good, ſays the Skipper, 
and why ſhould J be any more afraid of going to Sea, 
than you are of going to Bed? 
MORA Lo 
He that troubles his Head with drawing ſrightful Conſe- 
quences from mere Contingencies, ſhall never be at Reſt: 
And this is farther to mind us, that in an honeſt 
Courſe of Life, we are not to fear Death. 
REFLECTION, | 
It is much in our own Power, ſays Sir Roger Leſtrange, 
kow to live; but not at all, when or how to die: So 
that our Part is only to ſubmit to Providence, and to 
bid Death Welcome at what Time, and in what Place 
or Manner ſoever it ſhall pleaſe God to ſend it. The 
Reaſon and the Doctrine of this Fable is clear, ſtrong, 
and edifying: We are either not to fear Death at all 
or to fear it every Moment of our Lives; nay, and in 
all the Forms that ever it appear'd in, which will put 
us to ſuch a ſtand, that we ſhall not dare even to live 
for fear of dying. We muſt neither eat, nor drink, nor 
breathe, nor ſleep, if we come once to boggle at Prece- 
dents, and at the doing of thoſe things over again, that 
ever any Man dy'd of before. There is not one Inſtant 
of Life, in fine, but may be our laſt. Beſide that we live, 


not only in che daily Danger of Death, but in a contiaual 
y | | Certainty 
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Certainty of it: So that the Queſtion is not How, or of 


hat this or that Man dy'd, but the inevitable Fate and 
Mortality of Mankind. One Man dies in his Bed, an- 
other at Sea, a third in the Field; this Man of one Ac— 
cident or Diſtemper, that of another: And what is there 
more in all this now, than ſo many ſeveral Ways to 
the fame Journey's End? There is no ſuch Preſer vative 
againſt the Fear of Death, as the Conſcience of a good 
| Life; and if we would have it eaſy, we muſt make the 
Thought of it familiar to us. 


FAB. 229. EAGLE, Car, and Sow. 

N Eagle, a Cat, and a Sow, bred in a Wood toge- 
gether. The Eagle timber'd upon the Top of 4 

high Oak; the Cat kitten'd in the hollow Trunk of it, 

and the Sow lay pigging at the Bottom. The Car, ſet 

upon Miſchief, went with her Tale to the Eagle: Your 


Majeſty had beſt look to yourſelf, ſays Puſs; for there 


is moſt certainly a Plot againſt you, and, perchance, upon 
poor me too; tor yonder's a Sow lies grubbing every 
Day at the Root of this Tree; ſhe'll bring it down at 
laſt, and then your little ones and mine are all at Mercy. 
So ſoon as ever ſhe had hammer'd a Jealouſy into the 
Head of the Eagle, away to the Sow ſhe goes; Little 
do you think, ſays ſhe, what Danger your Litter is in; 
there's an Eagle watching conſtantly upon this Tree to 
make a Prey of your Pigs, and ſo ſoon as ever you 
are out of the Way, ſhe will certainly execute her De- 
ſign. The Cat, upon this, goes preſently to her Kittens 
again, keeping herſelf upon her Guard all Day, as if ſhe 
were afraid, ana ſteals out ſtill at Night to provide for 
her Family. In one Word, the Eagle durſt not ſtir for 
fear of the Sow; and the Sow durſt not budge for fear 
of the Eagle: So that they kept themſelves upon their 
Guard till they were ſtarv'd, and left the Care of their 
Children to Puſs and her Kittens. 
| Mon AI. 

There can be no Peace in any State or Family, where Whif- 

perers and Tale-bearers are encourage d. 

EREFLTECTION. 

Buſy-Bodies and Intermeddlers are a dangerous Sort 
of People to have to do withal; for there is no Miſchief 
that may not be wrought by the Craft and Manage of 

| A 
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| a double Tongue, with a fooliſh Credulity to work upon 


There is hardly a greater Peſt to Government, to Conver- 
{ation, to the Peace of Societies, Relations and Families, 
than officious Tale-bearers, and buſy Intermeddlers. Theſe 
Pick-thanks are enough to {et Mankind together by the 
Ears; they live upon Calumny and Slander, and cover 
themſelves too under the Seal of Secrecy and Friend- 
ſhip : Theſe are the People who ſer their Neighbours Houſes 
on Fire 10 roaft their own Eggs. The Sin of Traducing | 
is diabolical, according to the very Letter; and if the 
Office be artificially manag'd, it is enough to put the 
whole World into a Flame, and nobody the wiſer which 


way it came. The Miſchief may be promoted, by 


mi{-repreienting, miſ-underſtanding, or mil-interpreting 
our Neighbours Thoughts, Words and Deeds; and no 
Wound io mortal, as that where the Poiſon works under 
a Pretence of Kindneſs: Nay, there are Ways of Com- 
mendation and Inſinuations of Affection and Eſteem, 
that kill a Man as ſure as a Bullet. This Practice is the 
Bane of all Truſt and Confidence; and it is as frequent 
in tae Iatrigues of Courts and States, as in the moſt or- 
dinary Accidents of Life, *Tis enough to break the 


Neck of all honeſt Purpoſes, to ſtifle all generous and 


publick-ſpirited Motions, and to ſuppreſs all honourable 
Incl:nations in the very Conception. But, next to the 
Practice of theſe lewd Offices, deliver all honeſt Men, 
lay I, from lying at the Mercy of thoſe that encourage 


and entertain them. 


FAB. 230. A Rus rIck and a RIveER. 


| Stupid Ruſtick ſent to Market with Butter and 

| Cheeſe, by the good old Woman his Mother, 
med a Stop at a River in the Way, and laid himſel 
down upon the Bank, in Expectation that it would ſoon 
run our. About Midnight, home he goes to his Mo- 
ther, with all his Market-Trade, back again. Why, 
how now, Son, ſays ſhe, what have we here to do? 
Why, Mother, ſays the Booby, yonder's a ſcurvy River 
that has been running all this Day, and I ſtaid till juſt 


now for the running of it out, and there *tiz running 
Rill! 
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| | MoR AL. | 

We are not to expect that Nature will change her Courſe, 
to accommodate us, or to gratify the ſickly Freak of every 
fantaſtical Humour. 
| REFLECTION. | 

This ſhews us the Miſchief and the Danger of Pro- 
craſtination. The Slothful and Irreſolute flip their Op- 
portunities in the very Expectation of them. Some 


People are ſo unreaſonably lazy, as to expect that Na- 


ture ſhould rather go out of her Courſe and Way for 
their ſakes, than they put themſelves to the Trouble of 
moving one Step out of their own Way, for the fake 
of Bulineſs. They will rather wait the running of the 
River dry, than take Pains to look about for a Bridge 
or a Ford They never conſider that Nature is a per- 
petus] Motion, and that the Work of the Univerſe cir- 


culates without any Interval or Repoſe. Why ſhould not 


the Sun ſleep in the Firmament, or ſtand ſtill to attend 
our Affairs, as well as the Rivers ſtop their Courſes to 
give us Paſſage? 

Fas. 231. The arbitrary EAGLE. 
T was once put to the Queſtion among the Birds, 


which of them was the greateſt Beauty. The Eagle 
gave her Voice for herſelf, and carry'd it: Yes, ſays a 


diſappointed Peacock, in a ſoft Voice by the bye, you 


are a great Beauty indeed! but it lies in your Beak and 
your Talons, which make it Death to diſpute it. 
| V | 
The Veneration that is uſually paid to great and powerful Men, 
who at the ſame time are not good Men, is but from the 

Teeth outward; and more out of Fear or Flattery than 

Love. „ | 
+ REPLECTION. 

The whole World, and the Buſineſs of it, is manag'd 
by Flattery, Fear, or Self-Intereſt. Power, in ſhort, is 
Beauty, Wit, Courage, and all good Things in one, where 
Slaves and Paraſites are Judges. | 

FAB. 232. An imprudent young LANDLORD. 
Fooliſh Heir, that was juſt come to the Poſſeſſion 
of a wiſe Man's Eſtate, caus'd all the Buſhes and 

| Heages about his Vineyard to be grubb'd up, becauſe 
they brought him no Grapes, The throwing down of 


this 


W 
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this Hedge, laid his Ground open to Man and Ber 

and all his Plants were preſently deſtroy d. My imple 

young Maſter came now to be convinc'd of his Folly, 

in taking away the Guard that preſerv'd his Vines, and 

in expecting Grapes from Brambles. ; 
MoR AL. 

There needs as much Care and Induſtry to the preſerving 
of Things, as there does to the acquiring of them; and 
the Centinel is as neceſſary to the common Safety, as he 
that fights the Battle. 

REFLECTION... 

This Parable of the Hedge and the Vineyard may 
be aptly enough expounded of the Laws that ſecure a 
civil Community. So long as the Incloſure is kept up 
and maintain'd, the Peace and the Order of the Publick 
is provided for; but if it be ſuffer'd by Neglect, either 
to fall to Decay, or to be over-born by Violence, and 
laid in common, the Beaſts of the Foreſt break into it, 
and of a Vineyard it becomes a Wilderneſs. So in other 
Caſes, outward Reſpect to Tutors, Parents and Gover- 
nors may be conſider'd as the Fence which is to be 
kept up inviolate; for if once undue Familiarity is ſuf— 
fer'd ro break in upon the requitite Diſtinctions due 
from the Governed to the Governors, Contempt will be 
the neceſſary Conſequence, and there will be an End of 
all Order, Decorum, and Improvement. | 


. . — 
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FAB. 233. A BULL and a GNAT. 


+ Gnat that had placed himſelf upon the Horn of a 
; Bull, very civilly begg'd the Bull's Pardon tor the 
| Liberty he took; but rather than incommode you, ſays 
he, by my Weight, Vil remove. Oh, never trouble your 
Head for that, ſays the Bull; for I never felt you when 
you fat down, and I ſhan't miſs you when you riſe. 
| MoxkaL. | 
The Vanity of this Fly firikes at a Humour that we meet 
with every Day in the World, in a hundred trifling idle 
People, that will be ſtill making themſelves more con- 
ſiderable than they are. 
| REFLECTION, | 
All frivolous and impertinent Pretenſions of Civility 
| are ſtruck at in this Fable; and they well deſerve to be 
torrected; for tis certainly one of the moſt Ar | 
| | 1 5 ortin⸗ 
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Mortifications under the Sun, for a Man of Senſe and 
Buſineſs to have to do with a preciſe, finical Fop, who, 
too-too mannerly, does every thing, for ſooth, by Rule 
and Compals : Eſpecially if it happen that his Quality, 
Relation, or Authority, intitles him to outward Reſpect 
and Forbearance. 


FAB. 234. TRAVELLER and GRASSHOPPERS. 


Petulant Traveller one ſultry Day, as he rode 
along, was fo offended with the Noiſe of Graſs- 
hoppers in his Ears, that, in great Wrath, he alighted 
trom his Horſe to kill them all. He fella ſtamping upon 
jome, and whipping at others, as long as the Day laſted ; 
and by that Time, had fo fatigu'd himſelf, that he was 
torced to tie his Horſe to a Tree, and lie down among 
the ſtill- chirping Inſects, with whoſe Noiſe he had 
been ſo grievouſly offended. ur 
— „ MORAL | 

Tetulant and fretful Men will be uneaſy at the moſt trifling 
Accidents; as the peeviſh Traveller here quarreld even 

at the Effects of that Summer Sun, which inliven'd all 

vegetable Nature, and made Birds, Beaſts, and Inſects, 
down to the very Graſshopper, rejoice. 
A ACEFLECTION..- 

To take the Fable in a ſtill more ſerious and general 
Light, we may conſider the ſeveral Stages of human 
Life, as but one continued Journey towards Eternity : 
In which we too often ſuffer very trifling Matters to put 
us beſide our Duty. Every little Incident, in ſhort, diverts 


us from that great Work which ought moſt ro employ 


our Thoughts; and when we ſhouid be attending the 
Duties of reaſonable Beings, we are frequently carry'd 
away by our headſtrong Paſſions, like Spaniels, which 
run out at Check after Daws and Crows, without ever 
heeding their proper Game. | 


FAB. 235. An EAGLE and RABBETS. 
N Eagle drew a Neſt of Rabbets, and carry'd 
them away to her Young. The Mother-Rabbet 
adjured her, in the Name of al! thoſe Powers that take 
care of the Innocent and Oppreſſed, to have Com paſ- 
ſion upon her miſerable Children: But ſhe, in an Out- 
rage of Pride and Indignation, tears them * to 
| | leces. 
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Pieces. All the Rabbets upon this make a common 
Cauſe of it, and fell to undermining the Tree where the 
Eagle timber'd, which on the firſt Blaſt of Wind fe! 
flat to the Ground, Neſt, and Eagles, and all. Some 
of them were killed by the Fall, the reſt were devour d 
by Birds and Beaſts of Prey, in Sight of the injurd 
Mother-Rabbet. 
| |  Morat. | 

'Tis 2 imprudent, even in the greateſt of Men. unne- 

ceſſarily to provoke the Meaneſt, when the Pride of 
Pharaoh himſelf was brought down by miſerable Frogs 

and Lice. 

5 REFLECTION. 
The moſt inconſiderable of Creatures may at ſome 
Time or other, by ſome Means or other, come to 1e. 
venge itſelf upon the greateſt; not by its own Force 
ſo much, as by the working of divine Juſtice, that will 
not ſuffer Oppreſſion to paſs unpuniſſi'd. in Caſes ot 
powerful Injuſtice, the Greateſt are not to preſume, no! 
the Meaneſt to deſpair. | 

Here is Power triumphing over Weakneſs ; a criminal 
Cruelty over helpleſs Innocence, and that Cruelty inex- 
orable too, and deaf to the Tears, Supplications, and 
Importunities of a tender Mother, on the Behalf of her 
Children, Now for the humbling of this unmerciful 
Pride in the Eagle, Providence has found out a Way, 
even by the moſt deſpicable of Means and Creatures, to 
the Wreaking of a Revenge; which ſhews likewiſe, | 
that Heaven takes the Cauſe of the Weak and the Guiit- Þ 
leſs into a particular Care, and that Vengeance gene- 
rally treads upon the Heels of Oppreſſion. 


Fas. 236. ParRTRIDGEs and SETTING Dos. 
Covey of Partridges, in Fear of Pochers, made In- 
A tereſt with a Setting Dog to engage all others of 
his Species to do them Acts of Friendſhip. He undes- 
took upon his Honour, that not a Dog of his Kind 
ſhould hurt them; For, ſays he, we are refolv'd, 10 
ſoon as ever we have any of your People in the Wind, 
to fall down flat upon the Ground, and look another 
Way, without advancing one Step further. Some few 
Days after, the Covey happen'd to ſpy this very Spaniel 


abroad with his Maſter a Setting. The Dog ſtopt - 
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of a ſudden, and made his Point, and the poor Birds 
were overjoy'd to ſee the Cur fo true to his Articles; 
But they did not conſider, that the ſame Signal ſerv'd 
the Falconer, as well as the Partridges, who drawing 
his Net over them, took the whole Covey. 
MoR AL. | 
This is the Way of the World, and a great Part of the 
Breſineſs of it too. The Knaves impoſe upon the Fools, 
and the Weaker arc a Prey to the Stronger. 1, 
REFLECTION. | 
Innocent Men, who knowing no Guile, ſuſpe& none, 
are often drawn into Snares by artful and deſigning 
Sbarpers. The Miſaom of the Serpent is too ſeldom 


mixed with the Harmleſſueſ of the Dove; and it ought 


to be a general Rule with a guileleſs Man to truſt leſs, 
and ſuſpect more, than ſuch generally do; at leaſt not to 
ground ſo much Confidence in an untry'd Pretender to 
Friendſhip, as may ſubject him to ruinous or fatal Con- 


ſequences to either his Perſon or Fortune, in caſe of 


Miſtake. Nevertheleſs a Man in Charity ſhoul hope 
the beſt of every one; but then he ſhould only Hope, 


and not confide ſo much as may make a Miſtake irre- 


trievable. Indeed, Men who are indiſcriminately jealous 
of the Honeſty of others, and who are naturally ſuſpi- 
cious, are too generally bad themſelves; for, knowing 
the Corruptneſs of their own Minds, they think every 
one like themſelves: But yet there is a prudent Caution 


to be had; and a Man who has large Profeſſions made 


him of Service and Love, may very well fay to himſelf; 
I have no Reaſon to doubt the Profeſſions of my Friend, 
and I will hope he ſincerely means what he ſays: But, 
as wiſer Men than I have been deceiv'd and cheated 
by Perſons from whom they leaſt expected bad Ulage, 
Iwill not wholly lay myſelf in his Power, and throw 
off intirely the Guard of honeſt Prudence; but will 
rather have my Eye on what poyibly may be, than what 
| think probably will be: And by this means, I ſhall 
not only preſerve myſelf, but alſo my Friend. Thus 


will a wiſe Man reaſon, and thus, ſtill keeping his Charity, 
Will he act. 


t\ 
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FAB. 237. A Lame MAN and a BLIxp. 
Blind Man and a lame Man who were Neighbours, 
had Occaſions which called them to the fame 

Place, ſome Miles diſtance from their Habitations, and 

agreed to anſwer the common End, the blind Man by 

finding Legs and Shoulders to carry the Lame, who 
having his Sight, could direct the other which way to 
go. By this means they comfortably ſupply'd each 
other's Defect, and ſafely got to their Journey's End, 
and home again when their Buſineſs was done, 
Moral. | 
Providence has ſo wiſely order'd Matters in this Life, that 
we may be ſerviceable to one another in almoſt every 
Inſtance of it. Ea 
| REFLECTION. | 

The whole Race of Mankind are but ſo many Mem- 

bers of the ſame Body; and in contributing to the Eat 

and Convenience of each other, we are not only ſer— 
viceable to the Whole, but kind to ourſelves. Every 

Man living has his Imperfections and Defects, like the 

Blind and the Lame in the Fable; ſo that the helping 

of one another is as well an Office of Expedience as | 

Virtue. What one Man wants, another fupplies; and the 

mutual Need we have of one another is the very Band 

of human Society. Without theſe Failings there would 
be neither Friendſhips nor Company; ſo that it is our In- 
tereſt to be both charitable and ſociable, when our very 


Wants and Neceſſities are converted by Providence into 
Bleſſings. 


FAB. 238. The three pretended PENITENTS. 


Wolf, a Fox and Aſs, had got once into a ſtrong 
Fit of Repentance for all the Evils they had com- 
mitred, and were reſolved to confeſs their Sins to one 
another, | | 
I do confeſs, ſays the Wolf, that once in het Blood [ 
killed a goodly fat Sow: Indeed ſhe deſerv'd it; for the 
unnatural Brute had twelve Pigs, which ſhe left ſtarving 
in the Sty, while ſhe was ſtuffing her Guts with Acorns 
in a neighbouring Wood: And when the Dam Was 
dead, it was the greateſt Charity in the World, as I theß 
thought, to put the poor Pigs out of their Pain; and 


poll 
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upon that Conſideration only, I diſpatch'd them likewiſe. 
This, Pys the Wolf, with Tears in his Eyes, I did, more's 
my Gricft. Comfort thy tender Heart, honeſt T/zrim7, lays 
the Fox; for thou hadſt a good Intention in puniſhing the 
Sow for leaving her Young, and no leſs afterwards in 
putting an End to the Mitery of the poor motherleſs 
Pigs. | 

For my Part, ſays the Fox, I have been a wicked 


| Sinner, truly; for, among other Depredations, 1 once 


ſeiz'd upon a ſtately Cock, as he was crowing among 
his Miſtreſſes, and ſnapt his Head off. Indecd he pro- 


voked me to it by his unſufferable Inſolence and Noiſi- 


neſs; for he was always ſtrutting, crowing, and making 
ſuch a Diſturbance, that not one of his Neighbours 
could ſleep for him. But, what added to my Fault, if 
a Fault it was, the fooliſn Hens made ſuch a Cackling 
and Screaming, that, in my. own Defence, Jupiter 
forgive me! I was forced to ſerve them with the 
fame Sauce. And then he ſet up likewiſe a Howl of 
Lamentation for his Miſdeeds. Peace, Peace, good Rey- 
nard, ſiys the Wolf; I don't ſee but you did }Juftice 
upon the raſcally Cock; and what you did by the Hens, 
as you ſay, was in your own Defence; and, for my Part, 
I can't ſee how an honeſt Fox could do otherwiſe. 
Thus the Wolf and the Fox, Wolf and Fox-like, ac- 
quitted each other. The Aſs's Confeſſion came next, 1 


do confeſs, ſays he, that I knabbled a little Stravr out 


ef the Saddle of my Maſter, who was a Groom, and the 

Man got Cold upon it: But I was ready to ſtarve for 

Hunger ; pray deal mercifuily by me. Doſt thou talk 

of Mercy, cry'd the Wolt! Why it might have coſt the 

Man his Life, Villain as thou art? Very true, ſays the 

Fox, I never knew a more flagrant Wickedneſs in my 

Life. — And ſo they both fell on, and tore the miſer- 

able Aſs in Pieces. . 

Mont, 

When Highwaymen and Robbers ſit in Fudgment upon one 
another's Wickedneſs, ſuch Determination may be expect- 
ed as the Wolf and the Fox pronouncd upon each other's 
Crimes; while the poor Aſs, that fell into their Clutches, 
with a thouſand times their Innocence, was ſure to 
be made a Vidim to their predetermin d Malice and 


Self /hneſss 
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WEAFLECTION. 
The pretended Unnaturalneſs of the Sow in leaving 
her Young, tho' ſhe was in Search of Fog to increaſe 
| gIt'S deſtroying of 
the Pigs afterwards, under Pretence of putting them 
out of their Pain; the” Fox's killing the Cock for being 
troubleſome to the Neighbours, and the Hens atter- 
wards under Pretence of Selt-defence, were wretched 
Excuſes and Palliations, that would acquit a Wolf to a 
Fox, and a Fox to a Wolt only: But muſt aggravate 
the Villainy and Hypocriſy of the Criminals to an all- 
ſeeing Eye, whole Penetration cannot be eluded by ſuch 
cobweb Pretence. Upon the Whole, this Fable carries 
a ſevere Reflection upon the Generality of wretched 


Mortals, who even under the ſtrong Senſe and Con- 


viction of their Sins, ſeek to palliate and extenuate them, 
as the Wolf and Fox did: The Sow, ſays the Wolt, 
I deftroy'd, but it was in hot Blood; fo, ſays the Sinner, 
J have been guilty of ſuch and ſuch a ſenſual Act, but it 


was in the Heat of Youth, when Paſſions run ſtrong 


and all Mankind, more or leſs, are carry'd away by their 
Appetites. And as the Wolf and the Fox could ſo cally 
acquit themſelves of the moſt heinous Tranſgreſſions, and 
without Mercy fall upon the Aſs, and tear him in Pieces, 
for a ſmall Fault, which, too, was owing to hungry 
Neceſſity: So many Men paſs lightly over their oven 
enormous Crimes, and without Compaſſion tear in Pieces 
the Reputation of a poor Neighbour, not half ſo wicked 
as themſelves; or, in other Caſes, proſecute neceſſitous 
Wretches with unrelenting Vengeance, for Faults not 
near the Size of their own. Bur let ſuch who will not 
forgive as they hope to be forgiven, expect a dreadful 
Retribution at the great Day, when their partial Pleas 
will not be able to hold before a righteous and unerring 


Tribunal, and when they may expect, that the Meaſure 


they have meted to others, will be meted to them again. 


FAB. 239. Diſappointed M1LKMA1D. 


S a Country-Laſs was carrying a Pail of Milk to 


Market upon her Head, ſhe fell to caſting up, 
ail tae Way, what a pretty Account that Stock of hers 
might come to in a ſhort time, with a little good 
Management. This Mill, ſays ſhe, will bring me en 

muc 
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much ready Money: That Money will buy me ſo many 

Eggs: Thoſe Eggs ſo much Poultry; and, with the 
Fox's Leave, that Poultry will make me Miſtreſs of a 
Pig, which Pig may be improv'd into a fat Hog; and 
that Hog will bring me ſo much Money in my Purſe. 
Now with that Money, I ſhall quickly ſtrike into a Cow 
and a Calf: And then, ſays ſhe, comes a Sweetheart! 
Upon the Tranſport of that Thought, down comes the 
Pail of Milk, which put an End to the whole Story of 
the Eggs, tffe Poultry, the Pig, the Hog, the Cow, 
the Calf, and all the Whimſies that went along with 
It 


| | Monat. | 
We ſhould not, as the Proverb ſays, reckon up our Chick- 
ens before they are hatched; that is, not build our 
Happineſs upon a Foundation ſo ſlippery as remote Con- 
tingencies. „ | 
| REFLECTION: OO 
The Milkmaid's Caſe is too much that of all Man- 
kind : We go on from Project to Project, from Hope 
to Hope, as if we were to live for ever. One Man 
forms to himſelf this Scheme, another that; and Oh! 
tow happy will each be, when he brings his Views to 
bear! But juſt as they think themſelves within Reach 
of all they hop'd and wiſh'd, comes Death, another 
ort of Sweetheart than the poor Girl pleaſed herſelf 
with; down comes all the frothy Milk of their airy 
ly pectations, and they have nothing but the Vanity or 
their Hopes to contemplate upon, while they languiſh 
on a ſick Bed, and at laſt wind up the whole melan- 
choly Story in the Memento they afford to others, how 
they build their ſole Happineſs on the tranſitory Plea- 
lures or Amuſements of this uncertain Lite. 


FAB. 240. There's no To-MoRRow. 


Man who had lived a very profligate Life, at 
length being awaken'd by the lively Repreſenta- 
nons of a ſober Friend, on the Apprehenſions of a fe- 
reriſh Ind iſpoꝭ tion, promiſed, That he would heartily 
let about his Reformation, and that To- Morrow he 
would ſeriouſly begin it. But the Symptoms going off, 
and that To- Morrow coming, he ſtill put it off till the 

| next, 
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next, and ſo he went on from one To-Morrovwy: 
another, but ſtill he continued his reprobate Life. Th 
his Friend obſerving to him, ſaid, I am very much co 
cerned to find how little Effect my diſintereſted Adyi 
has upon you: But, my Friend, let me tell you, th: 
ſince your To-Morrow never comes, nor do you ſee 
to intend it ſhall, I will believe you no more, cxce 


very Moment: For, to ſay nothing of your repeate 
broken Promiſes, you muſt conſider that the Time tha 
is paſt is no more; That To-Morrow is not OURS, an 
the preſent NOW is all we have to boaſt of. 
| | Mon AL. | 
That Compunction of Heart cannot be ſincere. which ta]: 
not immediate Effect, and can be put off till Io Morre 
The Friend's cloſing Objervation in the Fable, is ſo got 
a Moral, that we need add nothing to it. g 
REFLECTION. 3 
Whoever conſiders this Emblem, will find it to b 
his own Caſe; we promiſe and we put off, and we {ir 
and we go on finning: But itil] as our Conſcienc 
checks us for it, we take up faint Purpoſes and ha 
Reſolutions to do ſo no more, and to lead a new Li! 
for the future. Thus, with the young Fellow here, w 
indulge our ſelves in our Pleaſures from time to time; an 
when we have trifled away our Lives, Day after Day, fron 
one To-Morrow to another, that ſame To-morrow n2ve 
comes. This is the Sluggard's Plea and Practice; th 
Libertine's, the Miſer's, and in ſhort, whoſe is it not 
Now, if we would but conſider the Vanity and th 
Vexation of a lewd Courſe of Life; the Impiety fir! 
of entring into Vows, which we intend before-han 
not to perforin, and afterward of breaking them; th 
Folly and the Preſum ption of undertaking tor any thin 
that is wholly out of our Power; the Neceſſity of im 
proving every Moment of our Lives; the deſperate an 


the irreparable Hazard of loſing Opportunities; we ſhou!, 
not venture Body and Soul upon the Neceſſity of 


procraſtinated Repentance, and poſtpone the molt u 

certain Duties of a Man and of a Chriſtian. For there 

no To-Morrow, nor any thing, in Truth, but the pre 
ſeat laſtant that we can call our own, 
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